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The Official Plan Process (plans not exempt from approval) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council or the public initiates  
the plan. 

The plan  
is prepared. 

Public meeting 
is held. 

Council 
makes a decision. 

Council   
gives notice of adoption 

and sends plan to 
approval authority. 

Approval Authority 
may consult as needed, 
makes a decision and 

gives notice of decision. 
Official plan comes into 

effect if there is no 
appeal within the 20-day 

 appeal period. 

Notice and public 
information 

Other agencies 
may be consulted. 

Appeal of council’s adoption 
Any person or public body may 
appeal to the Ontario Municipal 

Board. 

Ontario Municipal Board 
may dismiss the appeal without 

holding a hearing; or hold a 
hearing and decide. 


