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Minutes -  The Blue Mountains Council Meeting 
 

 

 
A. Call to Order 
 
 Mayor Anderson called the meeting to order with all members in attendance.    
  
 Also in attendance was CAO Paul Graham, Director of Special Projects Peter 

Tollefsen, Director of Engineering & Public Works Reg Russwurm, Director of 
Recreation Shawn Everitt,  Senior Policy Planner Cindy Welsh, Director of Finance 
Rob Cummings, Manager of Revenue Ruth Prince 
 

 Council then paused for a moment of Personal Prayer or Reflection. 
 
 Approval of Agenda:  
 
 Moved by: Cameron Kennedy  Seconded by: John McGee 
  
 THAT the Agenda of May 26, 2010 be approved as circulated, including any items 

added to the Agenda, unanimously Carried.  
  
 No member declared a pecuniary interest with any matter as listed on the Agenda, 

save Councillor McKean with regard to Item G.3 and his place of employment and 
Item F.1, Councillor Kennedy with regard to Agenda Item G.1 and a cheque 
payable to him and Mayor Anderson with regard to Agenda Item G.2 and a cheque 
payable to a family member.     
 

 Adoption of Consent Agenda 
 
 Moved by: R.J. Gamble   Seconded by: Cameron Kennedy  
  

THAT the Consent Agenda of May 26, 2010 be adopted as circulated, less the 
Finance & Administration Committee Report of May 18, 2010 requested for 
separate review and discussion, Carried.       
 
NOTE:  Councillor McKean did not vote having earlier declared a pecuniary 
interest with regard to Consent Agenda Item G.3.    

 
 Previous Minutes  
  
 Moved by: John McKean  Seconded by:  R.J. Gamble 
 

THAT the Council minutes of May 10, 2010 and Special Council Minutes of May 
18, 2010 be adopted as circulated, including any revisions to be made, Carried.  
   

 There was no business arising from the minutes at that time.  
 

B. Deputations/Presentations 
 
B.1 Grey County Warden Arlene Wright, CAO Lance Thurston 

 
Mayor Anderson welcomed Warden Arlene Wright and CAO Lance Thurston to the 
meeting.    

MEETING DATE: May 26, 2010 
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PREPARED BY: Corrina Giles, Town Clerk 
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Warden Wright then spoke thanking Council for allowing she and CAO Lance 
Thurston to attend the meeting, noting it is the first time both attended a Town of 
The Blue Mountains Council Meeting.   
 
Arlene noted the Grey County CAO and Warden normally attend municipal 
meetings on an annual basis, further noting this year is especially important for the 
new CAO to attend and introduce himself.    
 
Arlene then spoke noting a strong County is achieved by assisting the 
municipalities in making them strong.    
 
Arlene noted the County and municipalities need to work together to bring good 
rural industry to the area. 
 
Ellen thanked Arlene for her comments and welcomed CAO Lance Thurston. 
 
Lance then spoke noting his main task since starting in the role of CAO has been 
to meet CAO’s, Council members and individuals in the County.   Lance noted be 
will be writing a Report to County Council on his observations. 
 
Lance noted this is a time of renewal at the County with a new CAO and a new 
Director of Planning, further noting that strong planning is important.   Lance noted 
the County is there to assist its municipalities and the many communities that 
make up the County of Grey, further confirming we need to work together.    
 
Lance noted he is originally from the City of Kingston, previously in the position of 
Commissioner which included departments such as Social Services, By-Law 
Enforcement, Parks and Recreation, Emergency Management, Planning.   Prior to 
amalgamation of the City of Kingston Lance noted he was the Director of Planning 
for the Township of Kingston.    
 
Ellen then again welcomed Lance to the County, noting the County is fortunate to 
have him as CAO, given his skills and back ground, further noting Arlene and 
Lance make an excellent team.   
 
Councillor Gamble then spoke noting The Blue Mountains has two excellent 
representatives at the County level.  Bob then expressed concern with market 
value assessment in The Blue Mountains noting assessment is higher in our 
municipality than in other municipalities within the County.   Bob then noted with 
the significant increase in assessment derived from The Blue Mountains, he 
believes The Blue Mountains should see more return on our money from the 
County.  Bob made reference to the roundabout at Blue Mountain, and questioned 
how the County will continue to reinvest in our municipality.  Arlene replying that 
the roundabout is a very successful project funded by the County.   
 
Deputy Mayor McKinlay then spoke thanking Bob for his comments noting the 
eastern portion of The Blue Mountains has been very concerned with its return 
from the County, but noted the County is now willing to invest more money in this 
area as there are significant tourism opportunities in the area than can bring more 
money to the area.   Duncan then noted it is good to remind the County that a 
significant portion of taxation comes from The Blue Mountains. 
 
Arlene then spoke noting the City of Owen Sound has made similar comments, as 
has the Town of Hanover, further noting providing communication and information 
to the County is good.    
 
Duncan then noted the County’s 5 year review of the Official Plan is underway 
noting The Blue Mountains has pushed to ensure the rural population can work 
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and live in the rural areas, further noting Provincial Policy does not recognize rural 
Ontario residents need to be able to work and make a living.   
 
Councillor Martin then spoke noting support for Councillor Gamble’s and Deputy 
Mayor McKinlay’s comments regarding economic development in the area.   
Michael thanked Arlene and Lance for their message that working together is 
important.   Michael noted as tourism becomes the main economic driver in the 
community that there must be clarification of where the money goes.  Michael 
noted that regional and local tourism and economic development organizations 
must work together, not overlap one another.  Michael reiterated Arlene’s 
comments that cooperation and communication at all levels is important.   
 
Councillor McGee then spoke asking that distribution of funds based on household 
numbers versus population is important, noting that infrastructure is required for 
households regardless of whether the homeowner is a permanent or part-time 
resident.   John noted The Blue Mountains needs changes to that distribution 
based on the kind of community we have, Arlene replying that she will follow up on 
this and report back to The Blue Mountains.   
 
Councillor McKean then spoke referencing affordable housing in the area and 
questioned if the County had considered developing an affordable housing 
development in this area when new development is proposed.  Arlene noted no 
affordable housing grants received from the last intake submitted, acknowledging 
there is a problem with affordable housing in this area. 
 
Lance noted he is working on a housing paper that will provide direction.  Lance 
noted the municipality must chase funding and lobby the Federal and Provincial 
Government.   
 
Lance noted the Federal and Provincial Government requests the County’s 
strategies.  Councillor McKean questioned if an affordable housing development 
could be a partnership between a developer, the municipality and the County, 
Lance replying yes.  Ellen noted British Columbia has developed such 
developments, further noting Ontario falls behind in this regard. 
 
Councillor Kennedy welcomed Lance and Arlene noting he would like to see steps 
to assist farmers in selling their products, i.e. beef, winery, butcher shops, etc. 
further noting regulations have stopped abattoirs.  Cameron noted we need to 
assist agricultural where we can.   
 
Bob then spoke noting property taxes are developed from market value 
assessment, noting market value assessment is out of control in this area.  Bob 
then questioned if the County could work with the municipality and Provincial 
Government to look at market value assessment again.  Bob noted the residents 
of The Blue Mountains’ are hit hard because of large properties in area, further 
noting taxes are too high for the local residents.  Arlene commented this is 
important and noted that market value assessment is being looked at in 2012 by 
Municipal Property Assessment Corporation. Arlene noted she will raise this at the 
Warden’s Caucus.  
 
Mayor Anderson then spoke noting there has been positive improvement in 
communication with the County in last few years, further noting improved 
communication is important.  Ellen noted the roundabout is a very successful 
project, noting road widening is important too.  Ellen notes she appreciates the 
efforts of the County.   
 

 Ellen thanked Lance and Arlene for attending the meeting. 
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B.2 David Slade, President, Thornbury-Clarksburg Rotary Club,  
 Update Council on Rotary Projects  
 

Mayor Anderson welcomed David Slade to the meeting.  David introduced past 
President, Vice President nominee, next President Karen James, and recognized 
Club members in attendance.  David reviewed the status of the Rotary Club with 
54 members and identified the Thornbury-Clarksburg as being in Rotary District 
6300.   
 
David reviewed the history of the Club, the Club’s principles and areas of concern 
to Rotary.  David referenced local Rotary fundraisers including The Chili Cook-off, 
Geo Festival, Golf Tournament, Dinner of the Month draws, tent rentals, chair 
rentals together with smaller local events.  David noted this is the 26th year for The 
Chili Cook-off further noting it ranked one of the top 100 festivals in Ontario.   
 
David reviewed details of Georgian Sound Festival/Jazzmania events.  David 
reviewed details of Rotary Golf Tournament over last 10 years.  Karen James then 
spoke noting for every dollar Rotary spends elsewhere, the Club spends $7 here in 
the community.  David reviewed the International projects supported to date, 
including Haiti.   
 
David reviewed ongoing activities of Rotary including youth exchange program.  
David noted the District Conference is being held in The Blue Mountains in June 
2011.  David noted that this brings money to the area.   
 
David thanked Council for the ongoing support of The Chili Cookoff and Georgian 
Sound events noting they are community events that stimulate the economy.   
 
David then spoke on one further request of the Rotary Club, to name the new 
Heathcote Park after former Rotarian, George South.  David referenced George’s 
history in the area and asked the Council consider naming the park George South 
Memorial Park in the future.   
 
Mayor Anderson thanked David for his presentation.  Mayor Anderson 
congratulated Karen on the new President appointment in June and on Mike 
Atkins (Karen’s father) becoming District Governor of Rotary in June.  Councillor 
Martin referenced The Chili Cookoff noting the funds are staying in the community 
and noting this Club supports the residents of The Blue Mountains.   
 
Karen thanked Council for hearing their presentation.  

 
E.4  Staff Discussion 
 
E.4.1  Budget Process Debriefing (2010 Budget Process attached)    
 

CAO Paul Graham spoke regarding the budget process, noting the process should 
be reviewed to determine if tweaks need to be made from last year’s process.  
Paul noted he is looking for Council suggestions, if any.   
 
Paul referenced the use of departmental summaries, versus line accounts review, 
noting Senior Management Team found this manner of reviewing budgets to be 
helpful.  Paul also noted Staff have asked Council to set a target budget to aim 
towards.   
 
Paul noted the document included in the Council package is the 2010 document 
noting Staff will have a budget ready for the new Council to review after the new 
Council is sworn in.  Paul noted budget approval was approved in January or 
February in the last couple of years.   
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Deputy-Mayor Duncan McKinlay questioned if there is room for a contingency 
plan, Paul noting the public would need to be aware as things change.  Duncan 
noted that flexibility is important.  Paul spoke noting adjustments have been made 
to the budget process through the years, noting Staff have done so responsibly as 
our audits have proved.  Duncan noted new Council may make changes.   
 
Councillor Martin spoke referring Finance & Administration Committee member 
noting the auditors have confirmed our Municipality is strong with no substantial 
comments, just comments on how to improve in certain areas.  Michael would like 
to provide clarity to the public noting the Town has to do things because we are 
legislated to, where some items are discretionary.  Martin noted we are well run 
municipality.   
 
Councillor McGee spoke noting he was pleased with the process last year, noting 
that major projects/directions were discussed leaving the minor things to Staff.  
John questioned if the new Council will review the philosophy before the budget is 
approved, Paul replying that the new Council will be brought up to speed with the 
philosophy and then will review the budget. 
 
Councillor Kennedy spoke noting new Council would appreciate the work done, 
noting the process is satisfactory to him.   
 
Councillor Gamble noted the level of service we do provide to constituents should 
be reviewed annually to determine if we need to continue a service.  Capital 
expenditures should not be all budgeted for in one year, further noting that Council 
should look at waiting a year or so on some projects.  Paul spoke in response to 
Bob Gamble referring to page 4 of the document noting Staff are always looking 
for opportunities to cut back on services or work that provides no benefit.  Paul 
noted this is not easy as priorities are changing.   
 
Duncan spoke noting it would be helpful to be made aware of what a service costs, 
Paul replying that some services are easy to identify costs associated with the 
service.  Paul further noted that Staff would like to have discussions with Council 
on priorities and service levels before the budget process rather than after 
because of workload, further noting Staff are always looking for areas to meet the 
budget requested by Council.  
 
Duncan noted he would like to know how residents would be affected by cuts as 
well not just costs.  Paul spoke noting Duncan should request more information if 
not enough input is received from Staff on costs.  Duncan referenced the Capital 
Budget as discussed by Bob replying that forecast is helpful noting that 
Development Charges sometimes are overspent.  Duncan noted he appreciates 
the three and five year forecasts.  Paul noting Staff are proposing to push the 
Capital Budget out to 10 years.   
 
Councillor McKean spoke noting the base budget was helpful for timelines, noting 
he is happy with a three or five year forecast and would be happy to see a 10 year 
Capital Budget proposed in the next couple of years.  
 
Bob then spoke regarding unfinanced capital projects,  Paul replying there are still 
unfinanced work out there, confirming the Town needs a finance plan on how to 
deal with this.   
 
Councillor Kennedy spoke noting reserves and reserve funds should be worked 
out to determine if they should be amalgamated or if they should be used 
elsewhere.  
 
Mayor Anderson noted budget process was good last year concurring with Duncan 
and John McKean.  Ellen referenced the timelines on page 6 of the document and 
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questioned if these would be the timelines this year, Paul replying that a similar 
document will be brought forward for Council review shortly.   

 
 
C. Correspondence as previously circulated 
 
Bob referenced C.5 noting it may be redundant given HST coming forward.   
 

Moved by: John McGee  Seconded by: John McKean 
 
THAT this Council does hereby receive the Correspondence of May 26, 2010 and 
further does support the Staff Recommendation made with regard to the 
Correspondence items, including any additional direction given to Staff through 
discussion, with an appropriate Staff action or response awaited for report back to 
Committee or Council where indicated, Carried. 

 
Author                                                        Recommendation/Action 
 
C.1   Minister Responsible for Seniors, request  
      for nomination    Refer to CEDC 
C.2   Frank Cowan Company, Bill 16 OHIP  
        Subrogation   Refer to Finance  
C.3  Grey Sauble C.A. Plan Review   Refer to Planning & Building   
C.4   Ontario Family Fishing Weekend    Motion at D.7   
C.5   City of St. Catharines, exemption of GST  
   on sale of Poppies   Motion at D.8  
C.6   The Blue Mountains Public Library, request  
 for exemption from Noise By-law   Motion at D.9  
 
C.7 Ministry of Finance, destination marketing  Receive for information 
C.8 Breaking Down Barriers, thank you   Receive for information   
 
D. Motions and Staff Reports 
 
D.1  Community Improvement Plan, SPS.10.08 
 
Director of Special Projects, Peter Tollefsen, spoke regarding the Community 
Improvement Plan (“CIP”) noting the consultant had a meeting with the Senior 
Management Team this morning and then met with the CIP Steering Committee this 
afternoon.  Peter referenced the phases involved in the CIP, further noting a Public 
Open House is planned for June 2, 2010 in the LE Shore Library where public input is 
sought as well as Council input this evening. 
 
Peter then introduced Consultant Luciano Piccioni who gave a presentation regarding 
the CIP.  Luciano referenced meetings held to date, noting the Planning Urban Design 
and Sustainability Strategy Report (“PUDS”) is complete and priorities have seen 
identified and preliminary incentive programs are being reviewed, noting he is looking 
for input from Council.  Luciano confirmed that once Council adopts the CIP, that 
Council are not obligated to enact all items in the CIP, but are able to enact the CIP, in 
accordance with budget criteria. 
   
Luciano then reviewed the PUDS strategy.  Luciano noted all reports including the CIP 
will be brought back to Council for adoption.  Luciano reviewed the Municipal 
Leadership Actions, including 5 components, being, Public Realm Improvements, 
Thornbury, Clarksburg, Craigleith, Town wide Initiatives, and Policy and Regulatory 
issues.   
 
Luciano noted better connections between Thornbury, Clarksburg and Craigleith is 
important.  Luciano noted way-finding signage is important providing direction along 
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Beaver River Trail and along roadways.  Luciano noted a transit system should be 
worked out, noting it could be a public or private program to connect areas.   
 
Luciano noted the Comprehensive Parking Study should be updated and implemented.  
Luciano noted the Official Plan was reviewed in preparing CIP, and noted the Official 
Plan should be updated as well as the zoning by-law.   
 
Luciano reviewed the preliminary incentive programs noting 9 potential incentives were 
generated to address critical community improvement needs.   
 
Luciano noted the Town has spoke with County to assist with some funding, but noted 
the CIP will be written so that if County wishes to participate in the CIP, that the 
document will not have to be amended.   
 
Luciano reviewed preliminary incentive programs including urban design study grant, 
community building facade grant, community building improvement loan, and the 
residential intensification grant or loan.   
 
Luciano noted he is looking for comments at the meeting on June 2 from the public.  
Luciano noted more than one incentive program can be used at a time and these 
programs can be used in unison by a property owner. 
 
Luciano then reviewed the estimated fiscal impact noting a potential impact over 5 years 
on the municipality.  Luciano noted in the first couple years the municipality will not see 
significant costs, but the costs will increase significantly to possibly $863,000 at the end 
of year five.  Luciano confirmed not all programs need to be rolled out at one time.   
 
Luciano then reviewed the experience of other municipalities noting the ratio of private 
money increases when exterior facades are improved.  Luciano noted the CIP programs 
work if money is invested, further noting that experience has shown that in year three to 
four, the municipality will start receiving applications so budgetting in the first one to two 
years, with a rollover provision, is important. 
 
Luciano reviewed the next steps in the process, and noted the document should be 
reviewed every five years to keep it updated.  Once the plan is adopted a by-law would 
be enacted.  Luciano noted he would prepare forms required by Staff and will advise 
how to use them. 
 
Ellen thanked Luciano for his presentation. 
 
Councillor Gamble then spoke expressing concern with reference to four storey 
buildings, noting residents do not want more than 2½ -3 storey buildings. 
 
Bob referenced variable setbacks and expressed concern with this, noting setbacks 
should be consistent.  Bob referenced concern with the reference to parking, noting this 
strays from the current by-law and the views of the public.  Luciano noted height and 
setbacks will be governed by zoning by-law.  
 
Councillor Kennedy then spoke regarding the gateway to Thornbury East and West 
noting the BIA and The Blue Mountains just spent significant funds on the gateways to 
Thornbury, Luciano replying that the signs Cameron is referencing are Town signs, 
further noting that gateways can be a store, noting that flags can be used.       
 
Councillor Martin then spoke questioning the PUDS criteria noting it speaks to planning 
urban design but noting there is no definition of “sustainable”.  Luciano replying that 
guidelines are provided, noting a definition of “sustainable” does not need to be 
included.   
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Michael then referenced the proposed grants and questioned who picks up shortfall.  
Luciano most programs rely on a property tax increase, noting the program is trying to 
accelerate development in The Blue Mountains and in the long term increased 
assessment will be realized.  Michael noted he has problem with increased property 
taxes noting it may be problematic for Council and The Blue Mountains in future.  
Luciano notes this plan enables The Blue Mountains to implement programs, but does 
not obligate the Town to proceed immediately.   
 
Deputy Mayor McKinlay then spoke noting he thinks it is good to inspire public 
discussion and seek comments from the public, further noting these comments would 
be valuable to Council.  Luciano noted this is the purpose Council is hearing the 
possible total fiscal responsibility, noting he too hopes to have good attendance at the 
June 2nd

Deputy Mayor McKinlay spoke noting it was the Infrastructure & Recreation 
Committee’s wish that the matter would come directly to Council as the Committee was 

 meeting.   
 
Councillor McGee then spoke noting he is on the CIP Steering Committee noting there 
are specific areas being recommended for the program, noting the entire municipality is 
not eligible for the funding, just those areas in need of revitalization.  John further noted 
this plan gives incentive to revitalize commercial areas.   
 
Mayor Anderson spoke noting she appreciates clarification that the Town does not need 
to implement all programs at once, further noting the cost implication concerns of 
Councillor Martin are understandable, noting this is interesting work. 
 
Ellen thanked Luciano for his presentation and hoped for good response from the 
public.   
 
Luciano noted a lot of community involvement has been received to date to create what 
has been identified to this this point.   
 

Moved by: Duncan McKinlay  Seconded by: Cam Kennedy 
 
THAT Council receive the Staff Report SPS.10.08 “Community Improvement 
Plan”, Carried. 

 
In speaking to the Motion, Deputy Mayor McKinlay spoke noting this is one step in the 
process, Council are receiving the Report and are looking forward to the process 
moving forward.   
 
Councillor Martin spoke confirming Council are receiving the Report, not approving the 
CIP document, further noting the Report is for information purposes only. 
 
D.2  Curling Club Follow-up Report, DOR.10.33 
 
Director of Recreation Shawn Everitt spoke noting the Report is a follow up Report to 
that was taken to the Infrastructure & Recreation Committee.  Shawn noted Council 
asked for further Report on the Curling Club.  Shawn referenced recent meetings 
regarding this matter. 
 
Shawn then referenced changes to proposal noting no funding is being requested from 
the Town, other than the provision of land for potential construction of a curling club.  
Shawn expressed concern if Curling Club does not succeed, as to who would then own 
the club.  Shawn referenced recent discussions with other municipalities in the same 
situation.   
 
Shawn noted the curling club working group requires the support of Council on the 
understanding that no financial support will be requested of this or any future Council.     
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divided on the issue.  Duncan noted that this affects the entire community.  Shawn then 
spoke noting at the March 22 Council Meeting, Council asked that a Report be brought 
directly to Council not to the Infrastructure &Recreation Committee.   
 
Councillor McGee then spoke noting he is not sure he wishes to move forward with this 
but noted a number of things have been addressed including the cost and location.  
John referenced the recent Leisure Plan Study and noted it did not include a curling 
club.  John noted if the Leisure Plan is revised public input could be received on the 
issue.   
 

Moved by: Bob Gamble   Seconded by: John McGee 
 
THAT Council receive Staff Report DOR 10 33 “Request for Curling Club Facility 
Follow up Report” and request the development of a Curling Club Business Plan in 
consultation with the Curling Club Working Group, community members, special 
interest groups, Town Staff and neighbouring communities and existing 
surrounding curling clubs; 
 
AND THAT final Approval of any works related to this project shall be subject to 
Council endorsement of  the Curling Club Business Plan,  which shall confirm that 
total project financing is in place for the project as well as presenting a twenty year 
plan identifying all operational and capital replacement costing and budgeting;  
 
And that Council:  
  
a) Approve in Principle the Curling Club Working Group’s , ability to apply for grant 

funding for curling club facility construction to be attached to the existing Beaver 
Valley Community Center with anticipated costs of $3,000,000.00; with no Town 
funding being requested;  

  
b) Request an agreement be prepared, subject to Council endorsement between 

the Curling Club Working Group and the Town, identifying that no financial 
support from the Town will be requested at any time for the construction, 
operations or capital replacement of the Curling Club Facility;  

 
c) Consider the provision of land for the potential construction of a curling club 

facility as the sole Town contribution to said project;  
 
d) Authorizes the Director of Recreation and the Treasurer to sign on behalf of the 

Town as co-applicants on any grant application with the Curling Club Working 
Group to be shown as Lead Applicant 

 
e) Directs that any grant applications shall be based on any future Curling Club 

Executive and Membership being responsible for Year Round Operations of the 
Curling Club Facility and all operational and capital replacement costs;  

 
f) Directs staff to revise the March 2006 Leisure Activities Plan to identify the 

possible provision of a curling club facility as a potential action item to be 
determined through a public consultation process, Carried. 

 
D.3 2010 Thornbury Business Improvement Area Levy, FIS.10.39 
 

Moved by: Bob Gamble   Seconded by: John McGee 
 
THAT Council receive Staff Report FIS.10.39, “2010 Business Improvement Area 
Levy” for information purposes; 
 
AND THAT Council enact the “By-law to Levy a Special Charge upon Rateable 
Property in the Thornbury Business Improvement Area”, Carried 
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D.4 Corporate Values, CAO.10.07 
 
Councillor McGee spoke referencing Attachment “D” to the Report noting it is very 
useful noting Staff did excellent work on this document, CAO Paul Graham replying this 
is important to discuss, noting the Town have a wonderful range of employees with a 
great range of experience. 
 

Moved by: Duncan McKinlay  Seconded by: John McKean 
 
THAT Council receive report CAO.10.07 entitled “Corporate Values” and; 
 
THAT Council adopt the following as The Blue Mountains Corporate Values: 
 
• Our People 
• Trust 
• Respect 
• Excellence 
• Integrity 
• Accountability 
• Stewardship, Carried. 

 
D.5 FCM Membership, CAO.10.06 
 

Moved by: John McGee   Seconded by: John McKean 
 
THAT Council receive report CAO.10.06 entitled “Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities Committee Membership” and; 
 
THAT Mayor Anderson be authorized to continue to serve on various FCM 
Standing Committees, Carried. 

 
D.6  Bridges Tavern, 27 Bridge Street East, Thornbury, Noise By-Law Relief 

Request, SRB.10.14 
 
Councillor Martin then spoke noting this request should flow through the Finance & 
Administration Committee.    
 

Moved by: Cameron Kennedy  Seconded by: Bob Gamble 
 
THAT Council receive Staff Report SRB.10.14 respecting “Bridges Tavern”, 27 
Bridge Street East – Noise By-law Relief Request; 
 
AND THAT Council accept the request of Bridges Tavern for Noise By-law Relief 
for the dates listed in their correspondence attached as Addendum “A” to Report 
SRB.10.14. 

 
In speaking to the Motion, Michael noted the Noise By-law is in place for a reason, 
noting there has been no input from community on this request.  Michael noted Bridges 
does not close when they should, further noting the Town has prosecuted others for 
noise violations and believes this request should go through the Finance & 
Administration Committee for exemptions with a public meeting for those affected.   
 
Michael noted that sending a letter to Council is inappropriate, noting it is out of order 
and should not be considered at this time. 
 
Councillor Kennedy then spoke noting no complaints have been lodged against Bridges 
in last 12 months, further noting they are trying to make a business. 
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Councillor McKean spoke noting those neighbouring the facility should be notified and 
public comments should be received as the request involves dates for the entire 
summer. 
 
Councillor Gamble spoke referencing Michael and John’s comments noting if Bridges 
deviates from the provisions of the noise By-law and the exemption granted that By-law 
enforcement should be called.   Bob further noted Bridges provides economic 
development to the community, it pays taxes, provides employment.   
 
Councillor McGee then spoke noting a draft Noise By-law was brought forward some 
time ago, further noting a Noise By-law should be brought forward again.  John noted if 
exemptions are going to be granted for one business, that all those in commercial 
business in The Blue Mountains should benefit.  John noted he looks forward to the 
draft Noise By-law being brought forward. 
 
Duncan referenced the events at Bridges noting a number of the events are weddings, 
noting if Council say denies the request, people may go elsewhere for events.  Duncan 
then encouraged the Committee responsible for requests such as this, to bring the 
matter forward with a Report on how to deal with this. 
 
Michael noted timing is poor and cannot support.  Michael then requested a recorded 
vote. 
 
Mayor Anderson  Yay 
Councillor Gamble  Yay 
Councillor Kennedy  Yay 
Councillor Martin  Nay 
Councillor McGee  Nay 
Councillor McKean  Nay 
Deputy Mayor McKinlay Yay 
 
Carried.    
 
 
D.7  Ontario Family Fishing Week 
 

Moved by: John McGee   Seconded by: John McKean 
 
THAT Council does hereby recognize Ontario Family Fishing Week from Saturday 
July 3 through to Sunday, July 11, 2010 as a licence-free fishing week, Carried. 

 
D.8  City of St. Catharines, Support for Private Members Bill 
 
Item D.8 is to be deleted from Agenda as it is no longer applicable 
 
D.9  The Blue Mountains Public Library, Exemption from Noise By-Law 
 

Moved by: John McKean  Seconded by: John McGee 
 
THAT this Council hereby exempts The Blue Mountains Public Library from the 
provisions of the Town’s Noise By-law in order to facilitate the Annual Parking Lot 
Party on June 18, 2010 with it being understood that the Library will provide direct 
notice to neighbours within 300 metres of the site.” Carried. 

 
E.  New and Unfinished Business 
 
E.1  Grey County Council Update 
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None 
 
E.2  Notice of Motion 
 
None 
 
E.3  Additions to Agenda 
 
Michael then circulated the South Georgian Bay Visitor Guide noting it is a publication 
the Georgian Triangle Tourism Association has produced.  Michael noted the 
publication is a regional publication with significant information on the area. 
 
Michael commented that this is the best publication ever publicized in the area and it is 
well thought out. 
 
Michael referenced some miscommunications on the Apple Harvest event, further 
noting Council requires a Staff Report on how the grant was handled. 
 
Michael then noted the Georgian Triangle Tourism Association Annual General Meeting 
is being held on at 9:30 a.m. on June 10 in Wasaga Beach. 
 
Michael noted Regional Tourism Organization District #7 includes Simcoe, Grey and 
Bruce County.   
 
 
F. By-laws 
 
F.1   Zoning By-law Amendment, Condition of Consent B19/09, McKean 
 

Councillor McKean vacated the meeting having earlier declared a pecuniary 
interest and did not participate in related discussion or the vote.    

 
Moved by: Duncan McKinlay  Seconded by: Michael Martin 
 
THAT By-law No. 2010 -38A, being a By-law to rezone part Lot 5, Concession 5, 
from the General Rural A1 Zone to the Rural Estate Residential RERc Zone and to 
establish a building envelope on the lands as a condition of Consent Decision 
B19/09, be hereby passed this twenty-sixth day of May, 2010, Carried. 

 
 
F.2   Zoning By-law Amendment, Harbour Mews Development 
 

Moved by: Michael Martin  Seconded by: John McGee 
 
THAT By-law No. 2010 - 39, being a By-law to rezone Lot 25 and part Lot 26, 
southwest of King Street and part Lot 25, northeast of Arthur Street, from the 
General Commercial C2 Zone and Residential Multiple RM1 Zone to the Core 
Commercial Exception 42 Holding C1-42-h Zone, be hereby passed this twenty-
sixth day of May, 2010, Carried. 

 
F.3 By-Law to Establish Tax Rates for 2010 Year 

  
 Moved by: John McGee  Seconded by: Michael Martin 
  
 THAT By-law No. 2010 – 40, being a By-law to levy a special charge upon 

rateable property in the Thornbury Business Improvement Area, be hereby passed 
this twenty-sixth day of May, 2010, Carried. 
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F.4 By-Law to Levy a Special Charge upon Rateable Property in the  
  Thornbury Business Improvement Area  
 

Moved by: John McGee  Seconded by: John McKean  
 
THAT By-law No. 2010 – 41, being a By-law to levy a special charge upon 
rateable property in the Thornbury Business Improvement Area, be hereby passed 
this twenty-sixth day of May, 2010, Carried. 

 
G.  Consent Agenda 

 
Accounts   
 
G.1    Accounts           BG 
G.2    Invoices separated for pecuniary interest (E. Gibson) 
 
Reports List 
 
G.3    Infrastructure and Recreation Committee, May 11, 2010              DMcK  
G.4  Finance and Administration Committee, May 18, 2010    BG 
 

Councillor Gamble briefly reviewed the Finance & Administration Committee 
Report of May 18, 2010. 
 
Moved by: R.J. Gamble   Seconded by: D.R. McKinlay 
 
THAT the Finance and Administration Committee Report of May 18, 2010 be 
hereby approved, together with the recommendations contained therein, Carried.   

 
Minutes List 
 
G.5  BIA Minutes, February 17, 2010   
G.6  Source Protection Committee Minutes, March 26, 2010 
G.7   NVCA, Highlights from Meeting, May 14, 2010  
 
 
Mayor Anderson then addressed Erika Engel of the Courier Herald recognizing her 
recent award from Metroland for coverage of the August 20, 2009 tornado. 
 
H. Notice of Meeting Dates  
 

Council June 14, 28, July 12, August 9, September 13, 27, 2010 
All Council meetings to be at the Library unless otherwise noted 

 
 Planning and Building Committee, June 7, 2010 
 Infrastructure and Recreation Committee, June 8, 2010 
 Finance and Administration Committee, June 18, 2010 
 

I. Confirmation By-law and Adjournment 
 
Moved by: John McGee  Seconded by: Bob Gamble 
 
THAT By-law No. 2010 - 42, being a By-law to confirm proceedings of the Council of the 
Corporation of the Town of The Blue Mountains on May 26, 2010, be hereby enacted as 
passed this twenty-sixth day of May, 2010, Carried. 
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Moved by: Cameron Kennedy  Seconded by: John McGee 
 
THAT this Council does now adjourn at 10:35 p.m. to meet again June 14, 2010, 7:00 
pm, L.E. Shore Library, or at the call of the Chair. Carried. 
 
 
 

 
 

……………………………………..   ……………………………………… 
Ellen Anderson, Mayor    Corrina Giles, Town Clerk 
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