
Minutes 
The Blue Mountains Council Meeting 

Meeting Date: November 28, 2016 
Meeting Time: 6:15 p.m. Closed Session 

7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 
Location: Town Hall, Council Chambers 
Prepared by Corrina Giles, Town Clerk 

A. Call to Order 

Mayor John McKean called the meeting to order with all members in attendance. 

Also in attendance were Acting CAO/Director of Community Services Shawn Everitt, 
Director of Planning & Development Services Michael Benner, Director of Infrastructure 
& Public Works Reg Russwurm, Manager of Water & Wastewater John Caswell, Director 
of Finance & IT Ruth Prince, Communication & Economic Development Coordinator 
Elizabeth Cornish, Chief Executive Officer Terri Pope, Manager of Human Resources 
Jennifer Moreau., Manager of Purchasing and Risk Management Serena Wilgress, 
Manager of Development Engineering Brian Worsley 

 Approval of Agenda 

Moved by: Michael Martin    Seconded by: R. J. Gamble 

THAT the Agenda of November 28, 2016 be approved as circulated, including any items 
added to the Agenda, Carried. 

 Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and general nature thereof 

Councillor Seguin declared an interest at the November 7, 2016 Council Meeting, Closed 
Session and vacated the meeting room for those discussions. 
 
Mayor McKean declared a pecuniary interest regarding Agenda item C.1.2 Public 
Meeting:  Application for Zoning Amendment – Gyles/Gooderham (555259 6th Line) as 
contained in Agenda item G.3 Committee of the Whole Report dated November 14, 
2016 because of the proximity of the subject property to his property.  
 
Mayor McKean declared a pecuniary interest regarding the November 7, 2016 draft 
Council Meeting minutes and a family member’s place of employment. 
 

B. Closed Session (6:15 pm) 

Moved by: Michael Martin  Seconded by: Gail Ardiel 

THAT, with regard to subsection 239 of the Municipal Act, 2001, this Council does now 
move into closed session in order to address matters pertaining to advice that is subject 
to solicitor-client privilege regarding a Town policy, Carried. 

Council moved into closed session at 6:16 p.m. 
Council rose from closed to public session at 6:59 p.m. 
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C. Call to Order 7:00 p.m. 

 Moment of Reflection 

 Adoption of Consent Agenda 

With the adoption of the Consent Agenda, all Recommendations found within previous 
Committee Reports or Minutes are then approved or received by Council, as noted.  
These Committee meetings are open to the public.  The Consent Agenda content is 
available to the public when the Agenda is finalized but is not subject to discussion from 
the floor at this time, however, representations may be made at subsequent meetings 
on matters of interest. 

Moved by: Michael Martin   Seconded by:  Gail Ardiel 

THAT the Consent Agenda of November 28, 2016 be adopted as circulated, less any 
items requested for separate review and discussion being Agenda item G.3 Committee 
of the Whole Report dated November 14, 2016 , Agenda item G.6 Thornbury Business 
Improvement Area Minutes dated October 5, 2016, and Agenda item G.9 The Blue 
Mountains Agricultural Advisory Committee Minutes dated October 12, 2016, Carried. 

 Previous Minutes 

Mayor McKean vacated the Council Chamber having earlier declared a pecuniary 
interest regarding the draft November 7, 2016 Council Meeting minutes.  Deputy Mayor 
Ardiel chaired this portion of the meeting. 
   
Moved by: Michael Martin   Seconded by: R. J. Gamble 

THAT the Council minutes of November 7, 2016, Special Meeting of Council minutes 
May 31, 2016, June 14, 2016, November 7, 2016, November 9, 2016, November 17, 
2016 and November 21, 2016 be adopted as circulated, including any revisions to be 
made, Carried. 

D. Deputations / Presentations / Public Meeting 

Mayor McKean noted under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001 and in accordance 
with Ontario’s Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
(MFIPPA), The Corporation of the Town of The Blue Mountains wishes to inform the 
public that all information including opinions, presentations, reports and documentation 
provided for or at a Public Meeting, Public Consultation, or other Public Process are 
considered part of the public record.  This information may be posted on the Town’s 
website and or/ made available to the public upon request. 

None 
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E. Correspondence as previously circulated 

Author Recommendation / Actions 

E.1 Township of South Stormont  
Re: Request for support for resolution to the 
Upper Canada District School Board  

 Moved by:  R. J. Gamble Seconded by: Joe Halos 

THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains supports the Township of South 
Stormont November 9, 2016 resolution demanding that the Pupil Accommodation 
Review (“PAR”) Study being undertaken by the Upper Canada District School Board 
(“UCDSB”) be immediately suspended for a period of one year to allow adequate time to 
complete the work necessary to chart the course ahead that is in the best interests of all 
UCDSB students; 

AND FURTHER THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains supports the Township 
of South Stormont resolution asking that the policy issued by the Ontario Ministry of 
Education on March 26, 2015 deleting the requirement that local school boards take 
into consideration the social, economic or geographic implications of school closures, be 
immediately reviewed, given the devastating impact this policy has on rural schools, 
Carried.   

E.2 Municipality of Charlton and Dack   
Re: Request for support for resolution to the  
Ministry of Municipal Affairs regarding New Election 
Process 

 Moved by:  John McGee Seconded by: Joe Halos 

THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains supports the Municipality of Charlton 
and Dack resolution dated October 24, 2016 requesting that the Province reevaluate the 
requirement that municipal election candidates must submit the signatures of 25 voters 
supporting their nomination, Carried.   

E.3 Township of Madawaska Valley  
Re: Bill 7, Amendments to Affordable Housing Act   

Moved by: Joe Halos Seconded by: R. J. Gamble  

THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains receives the resolution dated 
November 7, 2016 from The Corporation of the Township of Madawaska Valley 
regarding Bill 7, the Promoting Affordable Housing Act, 2016 that includes amendments 
to the Residential Tenancies Act, 2006 and refers this correspondence to staff for further 
report back to Council, Carried.   
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E.4 Patrick Delaney Re: Draft Workplace Harassment  
 And Violence Policy 

Moved by:  John McGee Seconded by: R. J. Gamble 

THAT Council receive correspondence from Patrick Delaney dated November 24, 2016 
regarding the Town’s proposed changes to the Workplace Harassment and Violence 
Policies; 

AND THAT Council direct staff to compile the written concerns of residents regarding 
the proposed changes to the Workplace Harassment and Violence Policies and 
summarize the same in a staff report to Council before changes to the policy are made, 
Carried.     

E.5 O.P.P. Municipal Policing Bureau Received for Information 
Re: Salary Adjustments to Municipal Billing Statements and Referred to Finance & 
 IT Services 

E.6 Ombudsman Ontario Received for Information 
 Re: 2015-2016 Annual Report 

Moved by:  R. J. Gamble   Seconded by: Michael Martin 

THAT this Council does hereby receive the Correspondence of November 28, 2016 and 
further does support the Staff Recommendation made with regard to the 
Correspondence items E.5 and E.6, including any additional direction given to Staff 
through discussion, with an appropriate Staff action or response awaited for report back 
to Committee or Council where indicated, Carried. 

F. Motions and Staff Reports 

None 

G. Consent Agenda 

Accounts 

G.1 Accounts 
G.2 Invoices separated for pecuniary interest  

Reports List (Adopt) 

G.3 Committee of the Whole Report, dated November 14, 2016 

Mayor McKean vacated the Council Chamber having earlier declared a pecuniary interest 
regarding an item contained in G.3 Committee of the Whole Report, dated November 14, 2016.  
Deputy Mayor Ardiel chaired this portion of the meeting.    

Moved by: Michael Martin   Seconded by:  Joe Halos 

THAT Council adopts the recommendations contained in the Committee of the Whole 
Report dated November 14, 2016 as circulated, Carried. 

Minutes List (Receive) 

G.4 The Blue Mountains Police Services Board minutes dated August 10, 2016 
G.5 The Blue Mountains Public Library Board minutes dated September 15, 2016 
G.6 Thornbury Business Improvement Area minutes dated October 5, 2016 
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Councillor Halos declared a pecuniary interest regarding Agenda item G.6 Thornbury Business 
Improvement Area minutes dated October 5, 2016 as it relates to his business interests and 
vacated the Council table 

Moved by: John McGee    Seconded by:  R. J. Gamble 

THAT Council receives the minutes of the Thornbury Business Improvement Area dated 
October 5, 2016, Carried.   

G.7 Sign By-law Committee minutes dated October 12, 2016 
G.8 Grey Sauble Conservation Authority minutes dated October 12, 2016 
G.9 The Blue Mountains Agricultural Advisory Committee minutes dated October 12, 2016 
 

Moved by: Gail Ardiel    Seconded by: Joe Halos 
 
THAT Council receive the minutes of The Blue Mountains Agricultural Advisory 
Committee dated October 12, 2016;  
 
AND THAT Council of The Town of the Blue Mountains receives the August 26, 2016 
correspondence from Lisa Thompson, MPP Huron-Bruce entitled “Private Member’s Bill 
on Certified Crop Advisors”, and on recommendation from the Town of The Blue 
Mountains Agricultural Advisory Committee, Council of The Town of the Blue Mountains 
supports the Private Member’s Bill on Certified Crop Advisors as follows: 

WHEREAS, Ontario-grown corn, soybean and wheat crops generate $9 billion in 
economic output and are responsible for over 40,000 jobs; and 

WHEREAS, Ontario farmers are stewards of the land and understand the importance of 
pollinators to our environment and ecosystems; and 

WHEREAS, the Ontario government is implementing changes to ON Reg. 63/09 that 
would prevent any Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) from carrying out a pest assessment if 
they receive financial compensation from a manufacturer or retailer of a Class 12 
pesticide; and 

WHEREAS, Ontario’s 538 Certified Crop Advisors are capable of and willing to conduct 
pest assessments will be reduced to 80 should the proposed changes to the definition of 
professional pest advisor be implemented in August 2017; and 

WHEREAS, the reduction in CCAs would force corn and soybean farmers to terminate 
the relationships that they have built with experts that understand their unique crop 
requirements, soil types, and field conditions, placing undue delays on planting crops; 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Council of The Town of the Blue Mountains supports 
the efforts of the Member of Provincial Parliament for Huron-Bruce to eliminate barriers 
to employment opportunities for CCAs, and allow Ontario farmers the freedom to 
engage in business with the expert of their choice, Carried. 

G.10 Public Art Committee minutes dated October 13, 2016 
G.11 The Blue Mountains Public Library Board minutes dated October 26, 2016 
G.12 Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority Board Meeting Highlights dated  

October 28, 2016 
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H. By-laws 

H.1 By-law to Amend Township of Collingwood Zoning By-Law 83-40 as it relates to Part of 
Lots 150 and 155, Plan 529  

Moved by: Michael Martin  Seconded by: John McGee 

THAT By-law No. 2016-68 being a By-law to amend Township of Collingwood Zoning By-
Law 83-40 to change the zoning symbol on a portion of the property known as Part of Lots 
150 and 155, Plan 529, from the Hazard ‘H’ zone to the Residential Third Density (R3) 
zone, be passed this 28th day of November 2016, Carried. 

H.2 By-law to Amend the Purchasing Policy, POL.COR.07.05 

Moved by: Michael Martin  Seconded by: John McGee 

THAT By-law No. 2016-69 being a By-law to amend a policy of the Town detailing the 
procurement of goods and services, being Town Policy, POL.COR.07.05 “Purchasing of 
Goods and Services Policy”, be passed this 28th day of November 2016 

Councillor Seguin requested a recorded vote: 

Deputy Mayor Ardiel  Yay 
Councillor Gamble  Nay 
Councillor Halos  Yay 
Councillor Martin  Yay 
Councillor McGee  Yay 
Councillor Seguin  Nay 
Mayor McKean  Yay 
 

The motion is Carried.   

I. New and Unfinished Business 

I.1 Grey County Council Update (JMcK, GA) 

Deputy Mayor Ardiel spoke noting that Bruce and Grey Counties met last week to see if there 
are ways the two counties can work together to achieve cost savings. 

Gail spoke regarding Economic Development in Bruce County and noted that cycling maps for 
Bruce/Grey/Simcoe may be considered. 

Mayor McKean noted that the County passed its 2017 budget with a 1.96% increase, further 
noting that this is higher than it has been in the past.     

John noted that he recently participated in the OGRA Advocacy Day at the Parliament Buildings 
in Toronto.   John noted that discussion included joint and several liability and the impact on 
insurance rates, revenue tools for municipalities, and the challenges of asset management 
plans for small municipalities.   

Councillor Halos then spoke referencing court services being provided in Owen Sound and 
questioned if The Blue Mountains matters could be moved to The Blue Mountains.  Mayor 
McKean noted that traffic tickets given in The Blue Mountains are processed in Owen Sound.   
Mayor McKean noted that the Collingwood Provincial Offences Court is used just once or twice 
per month.    
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Councillor Martin noted that budgets keep increasing and questioned why the County has 18 
Council representatives, further noting the number should be limited to just one representative 
per municipality, and that each municipality should pay its County representative.  Councillor 
Martin noted that the reduction in the number of County Council representatives would result 
in significant savings at the County.   Mayor McKean noted that this is on the radar at the 
County to reduce representation to one per municipality, for a total of 9 County Councillors.     

I.2 Notice of Motion (Council) 

Councillor McGee provided the following Notice of Motion that will be included on the 
December 5 Special Meeting of Council Agenda for Council consideration: 

WHEREAS The Town of the Blue Mountains does not provide detailed transcripts of 

Council and Committee of the Whole Meetings 

AND WHEREAS several training presentations have noted that the availability of a 

detailed record of Council and committee proceedings in the form of webcasting would 

be useful for informing the public and for defending Council actions in appeals and other 

matters 

AND WHEREAS Council has heard from the public that many special meetings of Council 

are difficult for members of the public to attend as they are held during the day 

AND WHEREAS many municipalities including The Municipality of Meaford are providing 

this type of service to the citizens 

AND WHEREAS transparency and accountability are key tenants of The Blue Mountains 

municipal government  

THEREFORE Council directs staff to include in the additions to the 2017 budget for 

Council consideration an item to provide basic online video streaming and archiving of 

Council and Committee of the Whole meetings 

I.3 Additions to Agenda (Staff) 

None 

I.4 Staff Discussion 

None 

J. Notice of Meeting Dates 

Special Meeting of Council, December 5, 2016, 9:00 am 
Beaver Valley Community Centre 

Committee of the Whole Meeting, December 5, 2016, 1:00 pm 
Town Hall, Council Chamber 

Special Committee of the Whole, December 12, 2016, 9:00 am  
Town Hall, Council Chamber  

Special Committee of the Whole, December 14, 2016, 9:00 am  
Town Hall, Council Chamber  

Council Meeting, December 19, 2016, 7:00 pm 
Town Hall, Council Chamber 
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K. Closed Session 

Moved by: Michael Martin  Seconded by: R. J. Gamble 

THAT, with regard to subsection 239 of the Municipal Act, 2001, this Council does now 
move into closed session in order to address matters pertaining to: 

i) the receiving of advice that is subject to solicitor/client privilege, including 
communications necessary for that purpose; 

ii) Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local 
board employees, labour relations or employee negotiations, and with regard to 
personnel matters;  

iii) Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local 
board employees and with regard to Board appointments, Carried. 
 

Council moved into closed session at 7:45 p.m. 
Council rose from closed to public session at 8:57 p.m. 

L. Confirmation By-law and Adjournment 

Mayor McKean and Councillor Halos vacated the Council Chamber for the Confirmation 
By-law having earlier declared a pecuniary interest.   Deputy Mayor Ardiel chaired this 
portion of the meeting. 
 
Moved by: Michael Martin  Seconded by:  R. J. Gamble 

THAT By-law No. 2016 - 70, being a By-law to confirm proceedings of the Council of The 
Corporation of the Town of The Blue Mountains on November 28, 2016, be hereby 
enacted as passed this 28th day of November, 2016. 

Moved by: Michael Martin  Seconded by:  John McGee 

THAT this Council does now adjourn at 8:59 p.m. to meet again December 19, 2016, Town 
Hall, Council Chambers, or at the call of the Chair, Carried. 

__________________________ 
John McKean, Mayor 

__________________________ 
Corrina Giles, Town Clerk 


