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A.

Committee of the Whole
November 14, 2016
CSPW.16.149
Leachate Environmental Assessment Consultation
Jeffery Fletcher, Manager of Solid Waste and Environmental Initiatives

Recommendations

THAT Council receive report CSPW.16.14 entitled “Leachate Environmental Assessment
Consultation”;
THAT Council approve providing technical review capacity to the Saugeen Ojibway Nations’
technical review of the leachate management environmental assessment project in the sum of
$8,421 as outlined in the Technical Assessment Budget;
AND THAT Council approve increasing the 2016 Leachate Management Environmental
Assessment budget by $10,000 from $35,000 for a total of $45,000;
AND THAT Council approve funding the additional $10,000 from the Landfill Reserve.

B.

Overview

The Town has initiated a municipal class environmental assessment related to the management
of landfill leachate. Environmental assessments are subject to consultation. The Saugeen
Ojibway Nation (SON) has expressed an interest in this project. In order for the SON to provide
informed input they require financial assistance to conduct a technical review of the project.
Town Staff are recommending that the technical review fees be provided to the SON to
advance the project through the consultation process.

C.

Background

Saugeen Ojibway Nation has expressed a desire to be meaningfully involved in the planning,
review and development of the leachate management project. The SON’s consultation process
has three stages: 1) a technical assessment; 2) consultation and accommodation; and 3) the
implementation and monitoring of any agreements.

Committee of the Whole
CSPW.16.149

November 14, 2016
Page 2 of 3

When a first nations group expresses an interest in an EA the proponent of the EA (the Town in
this case) is obligated to provide the group with funding to allow the group to engage their own
technical experts and fund related administrative needs.
Following the technical review and depending on SON’s findings, there are two general
outcomes: 1) the Town will be provided a letter from SON that withdraws any objection to the
project proceeding; or 2) a letter of agreement will be established that will outline further
review or potential mitigation measures if a project is implemented.
The SON’s project review process has a technical focus and their areas of concern are often
mutual with the environmental assessment process. However, until their review is complete
and the project has been presented to SON, it is difficult to anticipate if additional review will
be required or if mitigation outcomes will be a source of additional cost to the project and the
Town.
SON’s letter regarding the technical review has outlined that the $8,421 is a budget ceiling
amount for the technical review, based on their current understanding of the project.

D.

Analysis

Based on the Town’s obligation to consult and the position held by the EA approval agency
(Ministry of Environmental and Climate Change), the Town must provide this funding to
advance the project. Funding related to consultation is identified in the draft 2017 Budget.
There is a need to advance the SON technical review prior to the 2017 Budget approval.
Therefore, Town Staff recommend that Council increase the 2016 Leachate Management EA
budget from $35,000 to $45,000. This increase will be used to fund the SON technical review in
the amount of $8,421.

E.

The Blue Mountains Strategic Plan

Goal #2: Engage Our Communities & Partners

F.

Environmental Impacts

The SON’s interests are often cultural and environmental and their interests often align with
the provincial EA process, however they also view the project through a lens of their own
historic and contemporary cultural traditions.

G.

Financial Impact

In Staff Report CSPW.16.069 Council approved the creation of a new capital program to
conduct a Leachate Management EA in the amount of $35,000. Staff is seeking to add $10,000
to this 2016 capital program to fund the SON technical review. The original cost of $35,000 is
being funded from the Landfill Reserve; the additional $10,000 is recommended to come from
the Landfill Reserve as well.
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An outline of the SON Technical Review – Budget is provided in Attachment 1.

H.

In consultation with

Sam Dinsmore, Deputy Treasurer/Manager of Budgets & Accounting

I.

Attached

1) Technical Assessment Budget

Respectfully submitted,

Jeffery Fletcher
Jeffery Fletcher, BA
Manager of Solid Waste and Environmental Initiatives

Reg Russwurm
Reg Russwurm, MBA, P.Eng
Director of Infrastructure and Public Works
For more information, please contact:
Jeffery Fletcher
managersolidwaste@thebluemountains.ca
519-599-3131 extension 238
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