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A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receives and approves Staff Report DOR 10 26 “By-law Amendment 
Fossil Site Protection” which amends Section 7 of By-law No. 2008-44, Hours & Code 
of Conduct – Town Parks and Public Recreation Facilities, incorporating the 
protection of fossil material on Town owned property including the Delphi Point ANSI 
site. 
 
AND THAT Staff be directed to install interpretive signage indicating the importance 
of Fossil Site Protection. 
 
 
B. Background 
 
The Delphi Point Parks Management Plan 2007 lists as priorities: 
 
4.2 Protection of Natural Features 
 
To protect and maintain the natural features of Delphi Point Park 
 
The protection of both earth science and life science features of the site will be 
accomplished through park zoning, development design, monitoring of conditions and 
the implementation of a park use by-law. The most significant feature of the park is 
the large section of the Late Ordovician, Nottawasaga Group, Whitby Formation 
shale. The bedrock is extremely fossilferous, containing well preserved species of 
trilobites, nautiloids and graptolites (MNR, NHIC, 2006). This outcrop has been 
identified as the best exposures of these shales in the province. It is imperative that 
the shale be protected from removal and disturbance through educational signage 
and an enforceable park bylaw. 
 
4.3 Education / Heritage Appreciation 
 
To provide opportunities for exploration and appreciation of the natural and cultural 
heritage of the Town of The Blue Mountains, in particular, the unique landscape and 
geology of the Delphi Point area. 
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Educational opportunities will be provided through self guided interpretive features 
such as signage and/or pamphlets that will engage visitors in learning about the life 
science, earth science and cultural values represented in the park. Interpretive signs 
may be installed at strategic locations throughout the park including along trails, 
scenic lookouts and at trail junctions and access points. Additionally, guided hikes 
and talks may be put on by interested local community groups. 
 
It is suggested that to satisfy priority 4.2 Protection of Natural Features: 
 
That Section 7 of the By-Law No. 2008-44, Hours & Code of Conduct – Town Parks 
and Public Recreation Facilities be amended to include the following clause: 
 
7.5. No person shall in any park: 
 
Destroy or remove any fossiliferous rock specimens. 
 
A posted park by-law sign is necessary to insure the implementation of a minimal 
disturbance philosophy. 
 
It is suggested that to satisfy priority 4.3 Education/Heritage Appreciation: 
 
The Craigleith Heritage Depot is partnering with the Royal Ontario Museum and will 
be re-introducing community field trips to the Delphi Point fossil site. (See appendix 
A). The Craigleith Heritage Depot will create an interpretive sign for on site visitors to 
learn about the unique Ordovician (455 million year old) fossil material in our area. It 
is widely accepted amongst paleontologists that Delphi Point has the best exposures 
of this material in Ontarioi. The Craigleith Heritage Depot will maintain an exhibit on 
this unique natural resource, as well, continue children and adult interpretation 
activities on the subject. The Depot will also continue to publish articles and flyers for 
distribution on this Ordovician fossil material. 
 
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan   
 
Supporting the development of social and recreational programs to meet the broad 
range of needs in the community. 
 
Preserving and enhancing natural and environmental features, and cultural heritage 
of the community. 
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D. Environmental Impacts  

 N/A 

E. Budget Impact  

 N/A 

F. Attached  

1. Royal Ontario Museum Field Guide:  Upper Ordovician Fossils and Rocks of Delphi 
Point 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

____________________________  

Suzanne Purdy, Curator 
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