STAFF REPORT:

A.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT

REPORT TO:

Infrastructure & Recreation Committee

MEETING DATE:

May 26, 2009

REPORT NO.:
SUBJECT:

DOR.09.027
Curling Club Facility Working Group

PREPARED BY:

Shawn Everitt – Director of Recreation

Recommendations

THAT Council approve staff report DOR.09.027 “Curling Club Facility Working
Group” and direct staff to establish a working group with a mandate to determine
the feasibility and potential of a Curling Club Facility being developed comprised
of one member of Council, Town Staff and Curling Group Representatives,
AND THAT, this working group will report through the Infrastructure and
Recreation Committee.
B.

Background

In late 2007, Town Staff was approached to discuss the possibility of a curling
facility being constructed in the Blue Mountains. At the February 14, 2008
meeting of the former Recreation Committee correspondence was received from
Alex Maxwell, Murray Johnston, Grant McMurchy, John Ardiel, Gerry Williams,
and Gerald Eagles requesting permission to investigate the potential of reestablishing a curling club facility. Staff has been working with this group as a
source of information.
A Delegation attended the April 28, 2009 Infrastructure and Recreation
Committee. The group comprised of local residents Alex Maxwell, Tim
Richardson, Gerald Eagles, Grant McMurchy, Krystin Rennie and Bill Remus
presented a proposal to the Committee seeking official designation from the
Town to go forward with their proposal for the development of a Curling Facility.
The proposal also identifies that a formal business plan would be presented at a
later date to provide justification and feasibility of this type of facility.
The Town is developing a Multi Use Facility Feasibility Study that is currently in
draft form. Town Staff is working with the consultants to ensure that the study
reflects the demographics and wishes of the community and is consistent with
other Town Studies that affect the development of any additional facilities.
The recommended working group would operate similar to the existing
Sustainable Snowmobile Trail working group, with representatives of
stakeholders as well as Town Staff and one member of Council.

The curling club facility would be reviewed as a standalone facility as well as a
component of a potential Multi Use Facility. As suggested in the April 28, 2009
proposal, the committee would contemplate a long term lease agreement that
would have the Curling Club being responsible for all programming and
operational costs of the curling facility during the curling season, and in turn
would be responsible for programming and operational costs in the non ice
season. This working group would provide reports to the Infrastructure and
Recreation Committee through the Director of Recreation.
The Group would provide a proposal in a final report to Council.

C.

The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan

Addressing the Town’s municipal infrastructure needs
Supporting the development of social and recreational programs to meet the
broad range of needs in the community

D.

Environmental Impacts

Sustainable and efficient best practices will be considered in all aspects of
planning.

E.

Budget Impact

Staff Time will be required for working group
F.

Attached
1) April 28, 2009 Curling Club Proposal

Respectfully submitted,
Shawn Everitt, Director of Recreation

__________________________
Signature

For more information, please contact:
Shawn Everitt, Director of Recreation
severitt@thebluemountains.ca
519-599-3131 ext 281

