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A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receive the Staff Report EPW.09.069 entitled Water and Wastewater 
Capacity Assessment – 2008 Year End Report for their information.  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council approve forwarding the 2008 Year End Report to the 
Grey County Planning Department as outlined in Report EPW.09.069 “Water and 
Wastewater Capacity Assessment- 2008 Year End Report.” 
 
B. Background 
 
The Town is required to annually complete a year end water and wastewater capacity 
assessment report and provide the report to the upper tier government being Grey 
County Planning Department.  This report is used as a monitoring tool for the provision 
of allocation and reservation of water and wastewater capacity for new development 
and also provides current information on flows from existing development. 
 
The Water and Wastewater Capacity Assessment – 2008 Year End Report was 
prepared by Town staff. 
 
For 2008, a revised method of counting and tracking all water and sewer units has been 
developed by the Town. Geographic Information Systems technology (GIS) was used to 
record the total number of water units and sewer units for each and every property in 
The Blue Mountains.  These total units were then divided among one or more 
“development categories” based on connection status (connected, can connect, 
committed, reserved, existing not fronting, designated with proposal, designated no 
proposal and future development).  Using the GIS technology, data within each of these 
categories was accurately displayed, maintained and analysed as either maps (display 
format) or spreadsheet (data format) interchangeably.  Future changes made to the 
mapping will automatically update the database and vice versa.   
 
The introduction of maps to the Year End Report provides a coloured visual description 
as to the status of all properties across the municipality.  The use of the spreadsheets 
includes over 5000 records in each of the water and sewer databases which can be 
analyzed and summarized in a MS Excel Spreadsheet. 
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The GIS also enables more accurate error checking through the ability to apply 
mathematical formulas to the entire database in order to look for inconsistencies in the 
data such as double counting or missing units.  Visual inspections of the maps can also 
error check the location of any data outliers or missing data. 
 
Looking to the future of the Year End Reports, new connection data will be exported 
and imported into the GIS from the original connections database stored with the 
Finance & Information Services Department.  Progress in Planning Applications will 
continue to be tracked and maintained through the Building & Planning Services based 
on year end status.   
 
The Thornbury Water Treatment Plant continues to deliver a high quality of drinking 
water which adheres to all Provincial Regulations and stringent testing requirements.  
There were no significant water quality concerns arising from the 2008 reporting period.   
 
Both the Thornbury Wastewater Treatment Plant and the Craigleith Wastewater 
Treatment Plant continue to experience a high degree of suspended solids, BOD5 and 
phosphorous removal efficiency.  As a result, both facilities operate well within their 
Certificate of Approval design objective. 
 
A review of the 2008 capacity status has identified that the water supply system and the 
Thornbury Wastewater Treatment Plant over allocated as of December 2008 and 
require detailed designs and Certificates of Approval for expansion or upgrading prior to 
additional connections unless other arrangements can be made. 
 
The following works are proposed: 
 
Water Supply 
 

• Increase in the water supply by increasing the supply from Thornbury or by 
advancing the Collingwood Supply.  This was determined in the Combined EA 
Phase 2 Report completed in the summer of 2006.  The Phase 4 ESR will be 
completed in 2009. The Town has recently completed the Thornbury WTP 
filtration upgrade that replaced the Neptune and Trident filters with membrane 
filter trains to return the Water Treatment Plant to its original Certificate of 
Approval capacity. 
 

• The need for additional water storage was identified in the Master Servicing Plan.  
Hydraulic Water Modeling is required to confirm the need and size for additional 
storage.  Once the model is finalized, design will be undertaken and Certificates 
of Approvals obtained. 
 

Thornbury Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 

• The Town has awarded the design for the expansion of the Thornbury 
Wastewater Treatment Plant to Stantec Consulting Inc.  A submission has be 
made to the Ministry of Environment to receive a Certificate of Approval. 
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The Executive Summary is provided as Attachment #1. 
 
The Water and Wastewater Capacity Assessment -2008 Year End Report is available 
for review.   
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 
The Water and Wastewater Capacity Assessment – 2008 Year End Report furthers the 
Town’s Strategic Goal #2, “Addressing the Town’s municipal infrastructure needs”.   
 
D. Environmental Impacts  
 
The Water and Wastewater Capacity Assessment – 2008 Year End Report provides the 
baseline data required for reporting and forecasting and is integral to development of 
the water and wastewater services for the Town.  It is instrumental in environmental 
compliance reporting and in reducing the municipality’s impact on the ecology of 
Georgian Bay. 
 
E. Budget Impact  
 
None directly, however, the Water and Wastewater Capacity Assessment – 2008 Year 
End Report forecasts the need for capital expansions in both water and wastewater. 
 
F. Attached  
 
Attachment #1 – 2008 Year End Report Executive Summary  
 
Labour  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________                  ________________________________ 
John Caswell                                                                   Reg Russwurm   
Manager, Water & Wastewater Services                        Director, Engineering and Public Works 
Engineering & Public Works 
Office: 519-599-3131 Ext.226 
Fax: 519-599-3664 
jcaswell@thebluemountains.ca 

mailto:jcaswell@thebluemountains.ca
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