
STAFF REPORT: RECREATION 
 

 

 
A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receives Staff Report DOR 10 24 “Extension of Dock Standardization Single 
Source Agreement to include all Recreation Projects” ; 
 
AND THAT Council does approve an extension of the Dock Standardization Single Source 
Agreement for the single sourcing of future Recreation Department Dock requirements. 
 
  
B. Background 
 
In 2008, Town staff recommended to Council and received approval that supply of Docks and 
Ramps be standardized for the Thornbury Harbour, (see attachment 1).  Prior to 
standardization of docks, Town Staff tendered the supply of Docks and Ramps each year.  
Over the past two years the standardization of docks and ramps has provided efficiencies as 
well as a guarantee of product expectations being reached.   
 
In relation to theses efficiencies and satisfaction of the standardized product, Staff requests 
for the extension of the standardization to include all other parks and trails that may require 
waterfront vistas and or floating dock walkways. 
 
Staff has identified waterfront parks and trails that in the future would include the installation 
of waterfront vistas that would include floating docks and walkways. 
 
The first of these parks that require such amenities is the Heathcote Park property.  The Park 
Master Plan was approved by Council in 2009, that Master Plan includes the installation of a 
canoe and kayak dock that will utilize the same design and construction and ramp system as 
the Thornbury Harbour Standardized dock and ramp.   
 
The Beaver River Trail also requires the installation of floating walkways that would utilize the 
same design and construction as the Thornbury Harbour main construction, as well as 
proposes waterfront vista floating docks.  Staff has identified the use of floating walkways as 
opposed to installation of span bridges.  The cost effectiveness of floating walkways and the 
need to remove potential ice flow obstructions are the key elements of choosing the floating 
walkway.  The extension of standardization will also provide staff with an efficient means or 
purchase and assurance of a proven product for future works. 
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A report will be coming to Infrastructure and Recreation Committee in late 2010 or early 2011 
for the renewal of Standardization of Docks, this report will include the inclusion of all 
Recreation Department Projects into that standardization report. 
  
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 

• Supporting the development of social and recreational programs to meet the broad 
range of needs in the community 

 
• Preserving and enhancing natural and environmental features, and cultural heritage of 

the community 
 

• Addressing the Town’s municipal infrastructure needs 
 
 
D. Environmental Impacts  
 
Floating walkways and waterfront vista floating docks allow for the public a safe and non 
intrusive passage and view of the Towns natural amenities 
 
 
E. Budget Impact  
 
The cost of floating docks and ramps are consistent with existing standardization pricing of 
$34.11 per square foot. 
 
 
F. Attachments  
 

1) DOR.08.50 Standardization Report 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________ 
Shawn Everitt, Director of Recreation 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Shawn Everitt 
severitt@thebluemountains.ca 
519-599-3131 Ext. 281 
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