
STAFF REPORT: RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 

REPORT TO: Infrastructure & Recreation Committee 
MEETING DATE:      June 22, 2010 
REPORT NO.: DOR 10 39 
SUBJECT: St. George’s Anglican Church 

Scattering Garden request 
PREPARED BY: Shawn Everitt 

Director of Recreation 

A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receive Staff Report DOR 10 39 St. George’s Anglican Church Scattering 
Garden Request, and direct Staff to provide St. George’s Anglican Church 
correspondence noting no objection to the application for a Scattering Garden to the 
Ministry of Consumer Affairs.  
 
B. Background 
 
St. George’s Anglican Church forwarded correspondence to Staff dated June 3, 2010 
requesting a letter from the Town stating no objection to the continued use of the 
existing Scattering Garden at 166 Russell Street, Clarksburg.    
 
The Church has been providing a Scattering Garden since 2001.  A Scattering Garden 
is an area that is used for the scattering of cremated Human remains, and requires a 
licence from the Ministry of Consumer Affairs to provide such an area.  The following 
two bullets are excerpts from the Ministry of Consumer Affairs website identifying 
Scattering Garden information and requirements. 

 What is done with the cremated remains? 

Cremated remains may be retained by the family, interred in a cemetery, placed in a niche in a 
columbarium, or scattered on one's private property or in a designated area of the cemetery 

 Is scattering ashes legal? 

The law in Ontario states that no person is to scatter human remains at a place other than at a scattering 
ground operated by a licensed individual. Many cemeteries offer the service at an additional charge. We 
suggest you discuss this question with your funeral director. As well, if you are seeking information about 
laws or regulations regarding the scattering of ashes outside of Ontario or outside Canada, you should 
seek direction from local government officials regarding regulations. 

Town Staff is currently developing strategic planning and land use mapping of the 
Thornbury Clarksburg Union Cemetery and suggest that a letter noting no objections to 
the existing Scattering Garden at the St. George’s Anglican Church be provided as per 
the request from Rev. Stephen Haig of the St. George’s Anglican Church.   
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The Town is investigating all opportunities of burial services at the Thornbury 
Clarksburg Union Cemetery, the addition of a 72 Niche Columbarium is expected to be 
completed in September 2010 as well as the development of an additional cremation 
section.  The Scattering Garden at the St. George’s Anglican Church does provide 
residents alternative locations for their remains to be scattered. 

As per the application process St. George’s Anglican Church representatives must 
supply a plan or survey of the property showing the dimensions and boundaries of the 
scattering ground.  The Church is also responsible for developing a set of By-laws that 
outline the rules of the scattering ground and how it will be operated or used.  Staff has 
requested that the Town be provided with copies of the entire application package for 
information purposes. 

C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan (Statement(s) identifying how actions further the goals of 
the Strategic Plan) 

 
• Supporting the development of social and recreational programs to meet the 

broad range of needs in the community 
• Preserving and enhancing natural and environmental features, and cultural 

heritage of the community 
• Addressing the Town’s municipal infrastructure needs 

 
D. Environmental Impacts (Focus on local impacts and comment on greenhouse gasses if  
 appropriate) 
 
Providing alternative and approved methods of honouring loved ones 
 
E. Budget Impact (cc: Treasury if required) 
 
The Church does not charge for the scattering of ashes however do request a small 
donation. 
 
It is typical of scattering gardens, that no fee be applied for the scattering of ashes 
however request donations be made.  Through the Strategic Planning process, Town 
Staff will be reviewing opportunities for the Thornbury Clarksburg Union Cemetery. 
 
F. Attached (Relevant documentation not personal information about an identifiable person) 
 

1) St. George’s Anglican Church Correspondence 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
____________________________________ 
 
Signature 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Shawn Everitt 
severitt@thebluemountians.ca 
519-599-3131 ext 281 
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