
STAFF REPORT: Engineering & Public Works Department 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council approve Staff advertising the original Thornbury Water Treatment plant 
diesel generator for sale on an “as is where is basis”; and 
 
THAT if there is no purchaser interested in the generator then Staff will dispose of the 
generator in an environmental friendly manner for scrap metal.  
 
B. Background 

 
The diesel generator at the Thornbury Water Treatment Plant (WTP) required 
replacement in 2008 during the upgrade of the plant to microfiltration. It was determined 
at the time that the old diesel generator, which is 33 years old, may be utilized at 
Arrowhead Road Booster Pumping Station. However, due to the upgrades at the 
Arrowhead Road Booster Pumping Station by-pass, the generator at the facility is 
sufficient and does not require a replacement unit.  
 
When the old diesel was removed from the WTP, there was no place to install it at that 
time. During the past 2 years it has been determined the Town has no practical use at 
any existing location and reviewing the old diesel generator has not been identified in 
the Town’s 5 year Capital plan.  
 
The old diesel generator has been stored since February 2009 at the Water Operations 
Centre on Victoria Street between the back two bays in the garage. It is difficult to 
manoeuvre around and takes up valuable space. Staff is recommending the diesel 
generator be sold and if there is no interest be scrapped in an environmentally safe 
manner due to the age and the fact it has not been running for over a year. The diesel 
generator has been sitting and is expected to sit for a long period of time which will 
increase the risk of scale and condensation. This could increase maintenance costs 
should the diesel generator be installed in other Town facilities some day in the future.  
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 
Town’s Strategic Plan Goal # 6 “Providing a strong well managed municipal 
government” is in part satisfied by the recommended action. 
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D. Environmental Impacts  
 
If the diesel generator is installed in another location, the Town will need to verify the 
diesel will meet the requirements of the MOE air approval process to ensure the level of 
contaminants meet MOE requirements. If it is scrapped the metal will be recycled and 
not take up space in the landfill. 
 
 
E. Budget Impact 
 
None 
 
F. Attached  
 
None 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
__John Caswell_________________                     __Reg Russwurm____________________ 
John Caswell Reg Russwurm 
Manager, Water & Wastewater Services/Asst. Director Director, Engineering and Public Works 
 
 
 
 




