
STAFF REPORT: Financial & Information Services 
 

 

 

REPORT TO: Finance & Administration  
MEETING DATE: March 17, 2009 
REPORT NO.: FIS.09.12 
SUBJECT: Sponsorship Opportunity – The Ontario 

Public Buyer’s Association (OPBA) 
Conference 2009 

PREPARED BY: Sherri Adams, Manager of Purchasing 

A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receive Staff Report FIS.09.12, “Sponsorship Opportunity – The Ontario 
Public Buyer’s Association (OPBA) Conference 2009”; 
 
AND THAT Council approves a Gold sponsorship for The Blue Mountains in the amount 
of $500.00. 
 
B. Background 
 
The Blue Mountains is a member of the Ontario Public Buyer’s Association (OPBA).  
The 2009 OPBA Conference will be held at the Village Conference Centre at Blue 
Mountain Resort from September 30 to October 2, 2009. 
 
OPBA is very fortunate to have confirmed Paul Emanuelli, a procurement lawyer, to 
address attendees regarding “Complying on the Agreement on Internal Trade” and 
“Procurement Case Law Updates”.  Other motivational speakers, including Mayor Ellen 
Anderson have been confirmed to speak about purchasing related functions and issues. 
 
This Conference will give our municipality the opportunity to further promote the 
uniqueness of The Blue Mountains as a four season recreation destination and highlight 
Public Purchasing.  OPBA has a membership of approximately 400 members and 
expects from 200 to 250 delegates to attend. 
 
The Gold level sponsorship entitles The Blue Mountains to: 
 

• Have the Town’s name identified as a sponsor on signage displayed throughout 
the three day conference 

• A table card with the Town’s name and logo indicating the Town’s Gold level 
sponsorship 
 

In addition to hosting the event, Town’s Manager of Purchasing is working with the 
Communications and Economic Development Coordinator to put together gift bags 
containing local merchant’s products and promotional items, further promoting our area. 
 



Further, as hosts of the 2009 OPBA Conference, the Town is entitled to full conference 
registration and accommodations for the Manager of Purchasing at no additional cost. 
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 
Goal 1 – Ensuring Long-Term Financial Sustainability – would be met as of the 
economic benefits for the Town either by present visitors here in the community for the 
three days and/or people who return to visit after learning about our area: 
 
Goal 6 – Providing a strong, well managed municipal government – by Financial 
Services Staff networking with other public agencies in the public procurement 
profession 
 
D. Environmental Impacts  
 
Environmental Purchasing discussion with other public agencies 
 
E. Budget Impact  
 
As the Town will not have to pay for registration and accommodation for the Manager of 
Purchasing to attend this event, the Training and Travel Budget dollars set aside can be 
used for the Gold Level Sponsorship. 
 
F. Attached  
 
1. OPBA Information Page 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sherri Adams, Manager of Purchasing 
sadams@thebluemountains.ca 
519-599-3131 ext. 227 
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