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SUBJECT: Clarksburg Water & Sanitary Servicing 

Options 
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Wastewater Services 

A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receive Report EPW.09.040 Clarksburg Water & Sanitary Servicing Options; 
and 
 
THAT Council direct Staff to not reapply for funding for Clarksburg in the next two years; and 
 
THAT Council approve Staff to consult with the residents of Clarksburg to define parameters 
for determining the condition of existing wells and septic systems in Clarksburg and also to 
assist the residents investigating interim alternative servicing arrangements that include 
recently advanced technology for treating water and wastewater on individual lots or 
communally; and 
 
FURTHER THAT Council approve Staff to acquire the services of a consultant to provide a 
review of water quality in the Beaver River and a study of available alternate onsite or private 
servicing options.  The consultant will also investigate and determine the location of wells and 
septic systems on each property in Clarksburg. 
 
  
B. Background 
 
Recently the Town was not successful in obtaining Building Canada Funding for funding in 
regards to water and wastewater servicing for Clarksburg. This application was for a partial 
servicing project that was part of the overall servicing scheme for Clarksburg. The Town had 
previously received confirmation of Federal funding of just under $5,000,000.  Including the 
last application to Building Canada Fund, the Town has submitted funding applications on 
four separate occasions over the last few years. The previous three applications were 
submitted to the Canada Ontario Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund. In addition, a much 
earlier Clarksburg servicing application was made to the Provincial Direct Grant program 
without success. 
 
As outlined in  EPW.09.012 Clarksburg Servicing Project – Summary of Citizens Comments 
and Project Status Report Council directed Staff to inform the County of Grey of the Town’s 
support of reconstruction of Grey Road 13 prior to the servicing of Clarksburg, that the current 
underfunded expense, totalling $93,019.53 be financed from reserve funds and that Staff 
undertake discussions with the Government of Canada regarding the redirection of funds 
previously committed under the Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund. 
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On March 24, 2009 there was a deputation to the Infrastructure & Public Works Committee 
from a committee of the Clarksburg Ratepayer’s Association. Their presentation included a 
review of engineering to date and also a number of options in regards to servicing individual 
lots with water & wastewater systems. The residents stated that there is newer improved 
technology available that may assist a number of lot owners with older systems that otherwise 
may require significant maintenance or upgrading.  A number of lots may be restricted due to 
the land required for the installation of some wastewater systems. 
 
Although the background information for past applications included some water sampling 
results from a cross section of wells, there has not been a comprehensive study completed 
for all of the area. There also was some information gathered regarding age and location of 
septic tanks but this did not include detailed information or any specific analysis of impact on 
ground water or the Beaver River. The cost of a comprehensive environment study for this 
area by a qualified consultant could cost in the area of $25,000 to $50,000. 
 
Staff has expended a considerable amount of time and effort completing applications and is 
now recommending the Town defer servicing Clarksburg for a number of years. This 
recommendation will allow the Town to consider other projects for funding applications and 
future budget considerations. This will also allow Grey County to complete the road 
improvements on the Clarksburg portion of Grey Road 13 that the Town have requested be 
held off on for a number of years. 
 
Within the deputation, certain statements were attributed to staff at the Grey Bruce Health 
Unit (see Attachment #1).  The Town has contacted the Grey Bruce Health Unit and received 
a letter on March 25, 2009 (Attachment #2) supporting the Provincial Policy Statement, the 
Grey County Official Plan and the Ontario Professional Planners Institute in directing 
development to areas with municipal sewer and water services and in the support of servicing 
existing underserviced areas.  
 
In moving forward, Staff recommend working closely with the Clarksburg Ratepayer’s 
Association to investigate the timing and need for municipal services and to further research 
water and wastewater treatment systems that could provide an alternative to municipal 
servicing or at least defer the installation for a number of years.  The next step would be for 
staff, in consultation with residents, to prepare a consultant’s terms of reference for Town 
approval. 
 
Attachment #2 states the Grey Bruce Health Unit’s opinion that to protect community health, 
municipal water and wastewater treatment systems should be provided whenever possible for 
built environments lacking these municipal services. 
 
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 
This report furthers the Town’s Strategic Goal #6, “Providing a strong, well managed 
municipal government, and the Town’s Strategic Plan Goal #2 “Addressing the Town’s 
municipal infrastructure needs”. 
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D. Environmental Impacts  
 
Should new onsite wastewater treatment options be adopted by Clarksburg residents it may 
result in more efficient septic beds. 
 
 
E. Budget Impact  
 
Within the 2009 Water and Wastewater Capital Budgets, a total of $100,000 to prepare the 
preliminary servicing design was allocated to the Clarksburg Servicing Project which will now 
not be expensed. Since the costs were to be recovered ultimately from grants and benefiting 
property owners, there is no net impact on user rates.  
 
Staff do estimate that up to $5,000 worth of staff hours would be required over the next few 
months to research the servicing alternatives, meetings, and discussion with residents.  This 
will allow servicing decisions to be determined both in the near future and in the long term. 
 
Expenditures that were budgeted for Clarksburg were anticipated to be funded from grants 
and local improvement charges. 
 
 
F. Attachments  
 
 
Attachment #1- Selections from the Clarksburg Ratepayers presentation to I&R Committee, 
March 24, 2009 
 
Attachment #2 – Letter to Duncan McKinlay from Grey Bruce Health Unit, March 25, 2009 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
   
John Caswell 
Manager , Water and Wastewater Services 

 Reg Russwurm 
Director, Engineering and Public Works 
 

 
 
For more information, please contact: 
John Caswell 
jcaswell@thebluemountains.ca 
(519)599-3131 ext. 226 
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