
STAFF REPORT: Engineering & Public Works Department 
 

 

 
A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council enact a By-law to establish restrictions on uses permitted on and around 
stormwater management facilities owned by the Town, as detailed in Staff Report 
EPW.11.019, entitled “Stormwater Management Facility Use Restrictions”. 
 
B. Background 
 
A stormwater management facility (SWF) is a man-made feature designed to catch and 
detain run-off from significant storm events within a designated catchment area.   
 
An SWF can take the form of a Dry Pond which is a shallow area within a development 
area that is designed to be dry most of the time and in the case of a storm event, will 
store and slowly release run-off into a receiving watercourse at a reduced rate to 
prevent flooding.  An Infiltration Pond is a type of Dry Pond that is designed for the 
same function but allows water to infiltrate slowly as groundwater rather than be 
released.   
 
A Wet Pond is designed to have a permanent pool area which will have varying water 
levels depending on storm events and will store and slowly release run-off from a storm 
event similar to a Dry Pond. 
 
Stormwater runoff can wash pollutants such as gasoline, oil, fertilizers and pesticides 
into storm sewers and ditches, where it can be directed to an SWF.   Once collected in 
an SWF, runoff water can settle and biological processes can act to remove most of the 
pollutants if the facility is left undisturbed.  As a result, it is recommended that human 
activity be restricted on such facilities for several reasons including; i) to allow the facility 
to function undisturbed, ii) to protect people from contacting any sort of pollutants, and 
iii) to protect people from the drowning hazards.  Walking or ice skating on ice covered 
SWF shall not be permitted due to the risks associated with falling though the ice.  The 
ice thickness can vary greatly from natural ponds and is not predictable due to rain or 
melt events.   
  
Restricting activity that might impact an SWF would encourage and support the 
development of a habitat area intended to represent a natural ecosystem.   
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Human activity such as trails and walkways could be established around such habitat 
areas to encourage activities identified in the Leisure Activities Plan such as walking, 
bird-watching.  
 
At present, the Town owns one stormwater management facility, being an Infiltration 
Pond located on Block 46, Registered Plan 1118, Alexandra Way.  At least two more 
SWF’s are proposed in new developments and more may be proposed in the future. 
 
There are privately-owned SWF’s located in the Town, either on condominium lands or 
serving development adjacent to a golf course.  The proposed By-law is intended to 
address only Town-owned SWF’s as the private SWF’s are privately accessed and 
managed.     
 
Staff will develop appropriate signage to warn of the dangers of the facility and that use 
is restricted by by-law.  
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 
Establishing restrictions on human activity on SWF’s so as to promote public health and 
preserve habitat features would address the Town’s Strategic Goal No. 1, “Managing 
growth to ensure the ongoing health and prosperity of the community” and Goal No. 3, 
“Preserving and enhancing natural and environmental features and cultural heritage of 
the community”. 
 
D. Environmental Impacts  
 
Positive in terms of the biological activity in the SWF that would naturally remove most 
of the pollutants in run-off if the facility is left undisturbed.  Further, establishment of 
SWF’s as habitat areas would provide opportunities for wildlife.  Public safety is the 
primary reason for restricting access to SWFs.   
 
E. Budget Impact  
 
Cost of signage for stormwater management facilities estimated at less than $1,000 
installed at each facility. 
 
F. Attached  
 
1.  Excerpt, City of Ottawa, Stormwater Facilities. 
2.  Fact Sheet, Town of Milton, Stormwater Management Facilities. 
3.  Draft By-law to regulate and prohibit activity on lands containing a Town-owned 
stormwater management facility. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_Jim McCannell____________________ 

Engineering and Public Works 
Office: 519-599-3131  Ext 271 
Fax: 519-599-3664 

____Reg Russwurm_______________ 
Jim McCannell Reg Russwurm 
Manager of Roads and Drainage Division Director of Engineering and Public Works 

jmccannell@thebluemountains.ca 
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