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STAFF REPORT: ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

REPORT TO: Infrastructure & Recreation Committee

MEETING DATE: November 10, 2009

REPORT NO.: EPW.09.110

SUBJECT: Georgian Woodlands Road Cross
Sections

PREPARED BY: Reg Russwurm, Director of Engineering and
Public Works

A. Recommendation

THAT Council approve the use of modified rural 20m and 23m right-of-way cross
sections for use in Georgian Woodlands Development as outlined in Report
EPW.09.110 “Georgian Woodlands Road Cross Sections”.

B. Background

Staff have met with the proponent of the Georgian Woodlands Development several
time to discuss issues related to the project. One topic was the appropriateness of using
the Town urban standard for this development. The lot frontage width ranges from
around 25m to 30m (75 to 100 ft) and the adjacent earlier phases of this development
are rural in nature. Staff concurred that a rural standard could be considered if the same
amenities as the urban road section are provided. In particular, it was important to Staff
to provide a walkway separate from the road allowance similar to a sidewalk in the
urban standard. The Town’s standard urban cross section is provided as Attachment 1.
Staff feel that installing culverts at driveways on larger lots contemplated in this
development would be acceptable because there would still be sufficient ditch
remaining to adequately drain the road structure.

After discussions with the proponent and internally among Staff, it was felt that a 2.0m
soft surface trail located within a 3.0m right-of-way widening on select roads and
providing a 1.5m paved shoulder on both sides on all roads will satisfy the needs of the
Town for pedestrians and cyclists. A widening is required because ditching in a rural
road section doesn’t allow the construction of a sidewalk within a 20m road allowance.
Attachments 2 and 3 are provided to show the proposed 20m and 23m road cross
sections. The dark line on the proposed draft plan in Attachment 4 illustrates where the
soft surface trail will be provided in a 23m road allowance. The roads for widening were
selected based on the consideration of the amount of expected traffic and trail linkage.

The installation of all works will be at the cost of the developer however long term
maintenance and replacement will be the responsibility of the Town. It is expected that
there will be slightly more maintenance related to ditching than a storm sewer system
but the replacement costs are considerably less.
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Another cost offset which should be considered is sidewalk maintenance. More
maintenance activity will be required for soft surface trails instead of concrete sidewalk,
but sidewalk snow clearing costs (if the Town were to initiate) and replacement costs
will be avoided. Staff have not completed a detailed cost analysis, however it is
generally felt that the cost savings and expenses will by and large offset each other
especially given the ambiguity of cost determination over the long term.

C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan

Town’s Strategic Plan Goal # 2 “Addressing the Town’s Municipal Infrastructure needs”
is in part satisfied by the recommended action.

D. Environmental Impacts

The use of grassed lined ditches has a natural cleaning effect on road storm water.
Sediment and other contaminates are scrubbed and settle out of water better than in a
storm sewer system. In addition, the storm runoff is slowed which has the effect of
slightly reducing storm peaks.

E. Budget Impact

None

F. Attached

1. Town Standard Drawing for 8.5m Urban Road — 20m ROW

2. Georgian Woodlands Modified Rural Typical Section 6.0m Road — 20m ROW
3. Georgian Woodlands Modified Rural Typical Section 6.0m Road — 20m ROW
4. Georgian Woodlands Draft Plan illustrating location of road widening for trail

Respectfully submitted,

Reg Russwurm
Director, Engineering and Public Works

For more information, please contact:
Reg Russwurm
rrusswurm@thebluemountains.ca

(519) 599-3131 x260
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