
STAFF REPORT: Engineering & Public Works Department 
 

 

 
A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council enact a By-Law to designate reduced load periods, as detailed in the 
Staff Report EPW.10.025 entitled “Reduced Load Periods By-Law”. 
 
 
B. Background 
 
Subsection 122(7) of the Highway Traffic Act states: 
 
“The municipality or other authority having jurisdiction over a highway may by by-law 
designate the date on which a reduced load period shall start or end and the highway or 
portion thereof under its jurisdiction to which the designation applies.” 
 
The current reduced load periods By-Law, being No. 2006-16, restricts any reduced 
load period to that time between March 1 and May 31 of any year.  In the case of a 
severe weather event, or in the case of a weather event combined with construction 
traffic, Town Staff cannot post a reduced load period in order to save or preserve a road 
bed from heavy vehicle traffic prior to March 1 or after May 31. 
 
The draft By-law (Attachment #1) which is the subject of this Report, would designate 
the dates when a reduced load period can start or end to be at any time during a 
calendar year.   These revised dates would allow greater flexibility for the Manager of 
Roads and Drainage to react to weather and traffic events to prevent deterioration of 
Town roads. 
 
Subsection 110(1) of the Highway Traffic Act states: 
 
“The municipal corporation or other authority having jurisdiction over the highway may, 
upon application in writing, grant a permit for use of the highway by a vehicle or 
combination of vehicles in excess of the dimensional limits set out in section 109 or the 
weight limits set out in Part VIII.”      
 
It is proposed the draft By-Law would also delegate the authority to grant such permits 
during a reduced load period for a vehicle in excess of the dimensional limits set out in 
the By-Law to utilise the weight restricted road.   
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With Council delegating this authority to Staff, situations requiring a heavy vehicle to 
utilize a road section during a reduced load period could be addressed more quickly 
should such a situation arise. 
 
The weight limits contained in Clauses 1 and 4 of the By-Law are as contained in the 
Act, as well as the exemptions indicated in Clause 5. 
 
The current By-law 2006-16 also contains a Schedule “A” which identifies the road 
sections that may be posted as having a reduced load period.  Adding road sections to 
Schedule “A” requires an amending By-Law and again with regard to adding flexibility in 
the matter to Staff, it is proposed to delete the Schedule “A”.  As in the past, a list of 
road sections to be posted during a reduced load period would be published in local 
newspapers.  Advertisements in the local newspapers will be posted during the 
traditional time of March 1 to May 31 and will include clauses that state that The Town 
has flexibility to extend the load restriction period if conditions warrant.     
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 
Enacting a reduced load periods By-law that allows greater flexibility for the Manager of 
Roads and Drainage to react to weather and traffic events to prevent deterioration of 
Town roads furthers the Town’s Strategic Goal No. 2, “Addressing the Town’s municipal 
infrastructure needs”. 
 
D. Environmental Impacts  
 
None 
 
E. Budget Impact  
 
Possibly reduced road maintenance and reconstruction activity. 
 
F. Attached  
 
Attachment 1 – Draft Reduced Load Periods By-Law 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
Jim McCannell Reg Russwurm 
Manager of Roads and Drainage Division Director of Engineering and Public Works 
Engineering and Public Works 
Office: 519-599-3131  Ext 271 
Fax: 519-599-3664 
jmccannell@thebluemountains.ca 
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EPW.10.025 Attachment #1 

 
CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF THE BLUE MOUNTAINS 

 
BY-LAW No. 2010 -  

 
Being a By-Law to designate reduced load periods and 

the highways or portions thereof to which the designation applies 
 

Whereas Section 122(7) of the Highway Traffic Act, R.S.O. 1990, chapter H.8 (the Act), 
enables a municipality having jurisdiction over a highway to designate the date on which a 
reduced load period shall start or end and the highway or portion thereof under its 
jurisdiction to which the designation applies; 
 
And Whereas Section 110(1) of the Act enables a municipality having jurisdiction over a 
highway, upon application in writing, to grant a permit for use of the highway or portion 
thereof by a vehicle or combination of vehicles in excess of the dimensional limits set out in 
section 122 of the Act; 
 
And Whereas Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains is desirous of enabling the 
Manager of Roads and Drainage or his or her designate to be able to designate certain 
dates on which a reduced load period shall start or end and the highway or portion thereof 
under Town jurisdiction to which the designation applies and to grant permits for use of the 
highway or portion thereof during any reduced load period where vehicles are in excess of 
dimensional limits; 
 
Now Therefore the Council of The Corporation of the Town of The Blue Mountains hereby 
enacts as follows: 
 

1. When signs have been erected by the Manager of Roads and Drainage or his or her 
designate and are on display and indicate a reduced load period on a highway or 
portion thereof under Town jurisdiction, no commercial motor vehicle or trailer shall 
be operated or drawn upon those highways from the 1st day of January to the 31st 
day of December, inclusive in each and every year, where the weight upon an axle 
exceeds 5,000 kilograms. 

2. The Town Manager of Roads and Drainage or his or her designate, shall have the 
authority to place or remove any or all reduced load signs at his or her sole 
discretion, from the 1st day of January to the 31st day of December, inclusive in each 
and every year. 

3. The Town Manager of Roads and Drainage or his or her designate, shall have the 
authority to grant permits for use of a highway or portion thereof during any reduced 
load period by a vehicle in excess of dimensional limits set out in this By-law, where 
such a permit is deemed to be required and necessary. 

4. Notwithstanding Section 1, during a reduced load period, 

a. no two axle tank-truck, while used exclusively for the transportation of liquid or 
gaseous heating fuel; 

b. no two axle truck, while used exclusively for the transportation of livestock feed; 
and 

c. no vehicle transporting live poultry, 

shall be operated upon those highways so designated where the weight upon an 
axle exceeds 7,500 kilograms. 

5. Sections (1) and (2) do not apply to, 

a. vehicles operated by or on behalf of a municipality, where the vehicles are 
engaged in highway maintenance, including the carriage and application of 
abrasives or chemicals to the highway, the stockpiling of abrasives or chemicals 
for use on a highway, or the removal of snow from a highway. 

b. vehicles used exclusively for the transportation of milk; 

c. fire apparatus; 

d. vehicles operated by or on behalf of a municipality transporting waste; or 



 

 

 

e. public utility emergency vehicles.       

6. Words or phrases contained in this By-law have the same meaning as given in the 
Highway Traffic Act. 

7. Every person who contravenes any provision of this By-law is guilty of an offence 
and on conviction, is liable to a penalty and fine. 

8. By-law No. 89-20 of the former Township of Collingwood and any By-law of the 
former Town of Thornbury and By-laws 2006-13  and 2006-16 of the Town of The 
Blue Mountains made with regard to a reduced load period on highways are hereby 
rescinded and repealed. 

 
AND FURTHER that this By-law shall come into force and take effect upon 
the enactment thereof. 

 
  

Enacted and passed this day of , 2010  
 

 
 

 
 
 

..................................................    ..................................................... 
Ellen Anderson, Mayor              Corrina Giles, Acting Town Clerk 
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