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Mayor and Council 
Town of The Blue Mountains 
Box 310, 32 Mill Street  
Thornbury, Ontario 
N0H 2P0 
 
June 16, 2011 
 
Dear Mayor and Council: 
 
This letter is to formally request support for the Centurion Cycling Event, as 
outlined in the June 13th

 
 deputation to Council. 

Respectfully, we wish to reiterate our request as follows: 
 

 In-kind support: staff logistics management: volunteer program 
(within Town boundaries), coordination of permits, policing, fire, 
roads, monthly meetings 

 Centurion Committee representation 
 $20,000 +HST contribution to Advertising Campaign 
 3-year commitment 

 
Benefits for The Blue Mountains: 
 

• Sporting events of this nature are proven economic drivers for 
communities 

• The Blue Mountains’ contribution to the advertising program will provide a 
strong economic ROI: 
- yield over $270,000 in media value including TSN coverage and footage 
of The Blue Mountains featuring our towns and agricultural assets 

 - Create new marketing channels to showcase The Blue Mountains 
 internationally through print, radio, television and internet 
• The Centurion event will create tourism opportunities throughout the 

summer and in the shoulder seasons 
• This initiative aligns with The Blue Mountains’ “Red Hot and Blue”, 

Sustainable Path as well as the Official Plan 
• By participating in a sports committee The Blue Mountains will influence 

the future of these opportunities and ensure they align with municipal 
strategies 
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Benefits for Residents: 
 

• Creates a new tourism product with opportunities beyond the event 
weekend for area retail and hospitality businesses to leverage. (see 
testimonials below) 

• Attracts a high profile demographic who can be investors in the area, 
employing residents including builders, trades and dozens of other 
services 

• Legacy programs established 
• Strengthens the largest industry in The Blue Mountains 
• Supports healthy recreational programming for the community 

 
 
In addition to the above information, we also enclose feedback from local area 
businesses with respect to the positive impact the sport of Cycling, and 
Centurion, has had on their commercial enterprise. 
 
“Cycling is obviously a win-win in our community. It gets people out exercising, 
enjoying the area and it’s good for business. People stop and eat and buy a 
drink, I’m surprised at how many more bikes are out there now.  If I can make a 
suggestion, the Town talked about a bathroom in Heathcote, that’s really 
important and requested all the time by cyclists.”  
   
Paul Linklater, owner Blackbird Pie Co. (formerly Blue Mountain Gourmet) 
 
“The development of cycling interest in our area has been fantastic for business!  
For most people the first sign of spring is a robin, for us at the Thornbury Bakery 
Café it is cyclists!  The first one we see every spring is Gord!  Gord, a senior 
cyclist in 80’s, rides 100 km every day along the Georgian Trail and on the 
Centurion course.  He won the Centurion race for his age group last year!  Every 
day we see him, along with many, many more coming into town, parking their 
bikes and enjoying all our little town has to offer.   This number has increased 
drastically since the first Centurion race last summer. 
 
As a business owner,  I love to see the cyclists coming to town.  I believe they 
are the demographic that we should be trying to attract.   From my experience, 
they are typically middle-aged professionals who are very health conscious with 
disposable income and who appreciate the finer things in life.    The average sale 
to members of this group is typically about 30% -40% higher than sales to our 
local customers.     
 
The feeling the cyclists bring to town is also important.  They sit on our patio, 
laugh, talk about their rides, the scenery and the town.  If only I had a dollar for 
every time I was asked  “Where can I go to….”  or “Where can I find…” . 
 



They love our town, they love to cycle and they are a demographic we need to 
attract.   Personally, I think we should do everything in our power to promote 
cycling and all our area has to offer cyclists.”  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Trish Smith 
Owner/Operator 
Thornbury Bakery Café 
(519) 599-3311 
www.thornburybakerycafe.com 
 
“We are busy with cyclists, biking is get more popular and more popular, it’s good 
for business.  They stop for drinks and sugar and many for soup and lunch. We 
have a guy from Toronto who wants to pay for $3,000 gazebo outside our store. 
He has a $5,000 bike and wants to be able to lock it up to something secure.  We 
pay $135/month for a portapotty, not ideal but necessary for this group. This is a 
recreation town, the roads are great and people really enjoy it.  I hear it all and 
there is a problem with cyclists ride 5 across and not very interested in moving to 
the side. Hopefully people will learn. I wish I had the time to get out and do what 
these people do!” 
 
Roy Wolf, owner/operator Ravenna General Store 
 
We believe that this event has solid, positive economic development impact for 
the community. We look forward to your consideration of this request and hope 
that we are able to work together in partnership on this exciting event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Don Braden 
President 
Blue Mountain Village Association 
796455 Grey Road #19 
Blue Mountains, ON L9Y 0N8 
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