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REPORT TO: Council 
MEETING DATE: January 26, 2009 
REPORT NO.: A.08.08 (Revised) 
SUBJECT: Ministry of Transportation 

Expropriation – Highway 26  
PREPARED BY: Stephen Keast, Clerk 

A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receive Staff Report A.08.08, “Ministry of Transportation 
Expropriation – Highway 26” for information purposes; 
 
AND THAT Council has no objection to the transfer of lands described as part 
Lot 35, Concession 10 (Peel Street), Part 1, 16R-9316 to the Province for the 
amount of $900.00 together with: 

•  intersection reconstruction and, 
•  relocation and reconstruction of a portion of the Georgian Trail and, 
•  construction of a parking area on a portion of the remaining area of Peel 

Street that would be surplus following realignment all at no charge to the 
Town;  

 
AND THAT Council has no objection to the transfer of lands described as parts of 
the 11th Concession and 36th Sideroad road allowances, Parts 14, 15 & 16, 16R-
9253 to the Provincial Highway network for intersection reconstruction and 
assumption at no charge to the Town. 
 
B. Background 
 
On July 4, 2008 the Town received a Notice of Application for Approval to 
Expropriate Land from the Ministry of Transportation of Ontario (MTO).  There 
are 44 proposed expropriations in all (12 in The Blue Mountains, the remainder in 
Meaford) and they are part of proposed improvements to Highway 26 from 
Thornbury to Meaford. 
 
The expropriations in The Blue Mountains involve intersection improvements at 
Peel Street north and south of Highway 26, the 10th Line north and south and 
Lora Bay Drive north and the 11th Line south.  As well, some existing entrances 
are being removed. 
 
These intersection improvements centre on road reconfigurations such that the 
intersections with Highway 26 are as close to 90 degrees as possible so as to 
improve sightlines, traffic flow and safety. 
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The Town is named in two expropriations, Peel Street north being a portion of the 
Georgian Trail west of Peel Street (Attachment 1, Part 1) and the 11th Line south 
being a portion of the existing 11th Line and 36 Sideroad road allowances 
(Attachment 2, Parts 14, 16 & 16).  It should be noted that while there are many 
excess Parts identified on various surveys, only Parts specifically required for 
reconstruction can be included in the expropriation process. 
 
In the case of the Georgian Trail, the travelled Peel Street road surface would be 
moved west and the former travelled surface would be reconstructed at 
Provincial cost to form a replacement part of the Trail.  The area of land 
proposed for expropriation is 0.063 hectares or 0.156 acres.   
 
The Georgian Trail Board has requested MTO pay for construction of a parking 
area on a portion of the remaining area of Peel Street that would be surplus 
following realignment and this request has yet to be considered by MTO.  Two 
conceptual parking areas are as attached, one showing four spaces, the other 
twelve.  As there is a 30 metre development setback from the Little Beaver River, 
consultation with the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority would be required prior 
to any construction, however, no new structures are proposed and the existing 
road surface would be utilized.   
 
The MTO is currently offering compensation in the amount of $900.00 ($400.00 
for the land based on an appraisal value of $2,000.00 per acre plus a $500.00 
“inconvenience” allowance) for the Peel Street/Georgian Trail parcel only.  While 
this amount may appear nominal, the Metrix Realty Group appraisal notes the 
highest and best use for the land in the area is to continue as a public trail use, 
which would happen following land transfer and reconstruction.   
 
In the case of the 11th Line parcels, the writer was advised it is MTO Policy that 
portions of municipal road allowances are simply assumed into the Provincial 
highway network from that of the Town with no compensation offered.   
 
The matter has now been referred to the Ontario Municipal Board with mediation 
noted as an avenue of settlement.  The position of Council in this matter would 
be presented initially at mediation in an effort to avoid Party status at any full 
Hearing. 
 
Given the proposed improvements to the transportation infrastructure within The 
Blue Mountains at no cost to the Town, it is recommended Council accept the 
offered amount for the Peel Street parcel and authorize transfer of the 11th Line 
parcels based on the aforementioned conditions and direct Staff to indicate same 
to the MTO and OMB.   
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan   
 
Actions: Advocate with other governments on transportation issues affecting 
   the Town. 
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D. Environmental Impacts  
 
Reconstruction of two Highway intersections and a portion of the Georgian Trail. 
 
E. Budget Impact  
 
 $900.00 received from the transfer of Peel Street lands to roads reserves. 
 
F. Attached   
 
1.  Excerpt, 16R-9316, Part 1 
2.  Excerpt, 16R-9253, Parts 14, 15 & 16 
3.  Excerpts, Property Appraisal, Metrix Realty Group 
4.  Correspondence, Mr. Michael Seguin 
5.  Engineering / Conceptual parking area drawings 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Stephen Keast, Clerk 
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