
STAFF REPORT: ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
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SUBJECT: MTO Response re Speed Reduction on 

Highway 26 at Georgian Trail 
PREPARED BY: Reg Russwurm – Director of Engineering 

and Public Works 

A. Recommendation 
 
THAT Council receive Report EPW.09.067 “MTO Response re Speed Reduction on 
Highway 26 at Georgian Trail” for their information. 
 
B. Background 

The Town and the community at large for a number of years has been interested in 
reducing the speed east out of Thornbury past the Georgian Trail. The Town has made 
verbal and written inquires to the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) over several years 
but has not received a formal response to date.  

Attached is correspondence circulated to the Town in response to a speed reduction 
request made by the Community Policing Committee for The Blue Mountains made 
June 30, 2009. 

Given this response and pervious verbal communications, it appears unlikely that a 
favourable response will be made at the MTO Staff level. Town Staff are preparing 
plans to divert the Georgian Trail parallel to the southern edge of Highway 26 to cross at 
County Road 2. The Town’s Comprehensive Transportation Strategic Plan being 
undertaken in partnership with the County of Grey and the MTO recognises that the 
current Trail crossing is not ideal and the preferred solution would be to cross the 
highway at an intersection which will have traffic lights in the future. 
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 
This report furthers the Town’s Strategic Goal #2, “Addressing the Town’s municipal 
infrastructure needs”.   
 
D. Budget Impact 
 
none 
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E. Attached  
 

1. Attachment 1 – Letter from Kevin Bentley, MTO dated July 23, 2009 
2. Attachment 2 – Letter from Larry Hall, Chair Community Policing Committee 

dated June 30, 2009 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Reg Russwurm 
Director, Engineering and Public Works 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Reg Russwurm 
rrusswurm@thebluemountains.ca 
(519) 599-3131 x260 
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