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REPORT TO: Council 
MEETING DATE: October 27, 2008 
REPORT NO.: A.08.12 
SUBJECT: Great Lakes Municipal Working 

Group 
PREPARED BY: Stephen Keast, Clerk 

A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receive Staff Report A.08.12, “Great Lakes Municipal Working 
Group”; and  
 
THAT Mayor Anderson be authorized to participate as a member of the Great 
Lakes Executive Committee in relation to the Canada-Ontario Agreement 
Memorandum of Cooperation. 
 
B. Background 
 
The Canada-Ontario Agreement Memorandum of Cooperation – Municipal Great 
Lakes Working Group is a follow-up to the agreement of cooperation executed 
between the Ontario government and the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities 
Initiative to facilitate the input of municipal advice regarding the Canada-Ontario 
Agreement on the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem.  Our Chief Administrative 
Officer will be involved in this Group to ensure Staff support. 
 
The process would be establishment of a Great Lakes Municipal Working Group 
representing Ontario Great Lakes municipalities that will identify common 
positions on priority issues of municipal interest.  From this group, a Municipal-
Provincial Committee would be established together with Provincial 
representatives to review the priority municipal issues.  Details of this are 
attached.   
 
An Executive Committee of Mayors and Ministers would then meet once in April, 
2009 to discuss the priority issues.  Government of Ontario representatives 
would then negotiate with the Government of Canada regarding priority issues 
with respect to the Canada-Ontario Agreement Memorandum of Cooperation. 
 
Mayor Anderson, through her participation with the Great Lakes and St. 
Lawrence Cities Initiative, has been invited to be a member of the Executive 
Committee. 
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C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan   
 
Preserving and enhancing natural and environmental features and cultural 
heritage of the community. 
 
D. Environmental Impacts  
 
Preservation and enhancement of the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem. 
 
E. Budget Impact  
 
Mileage for four 10:00 am meetings in Toronto, the remainder being via 
teleconference.  Accommodation would be required for the final Executive 
Committee meeting in April, 2009 if Mayor Anderson is a member of this 
Committee.  Current budget projections are adequate to fund these costs. 
 
F. Attached    
 
1.  Correspondence from the Canada-Ontario Agreement Memorandum of 
Cooperation – Municipal Great Lakes Working Group. 
2.  E-mail correspondence from Nicola Crawhall regarding expenses. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Stephen Keast, Clerk 
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