
STAFF REPORT: Office of the Chief Administrative Officer  
 

 

 
A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receive Staff Report CAO.11.01 Ministry of Natural Resources Work on 
Shoreland Permit Application – Berczi Revised Submission; and 
 
THAT Council provide direction to Staff as to comments to include in The Blue 
Mountains response to the Application for a Work Permit on Shorelands in front of Lot 2, 
Plan 346 and Lot 20, Plan 931, The Blue Mountains.  
 
B. Background 
 
The Clerk provided a Report to Council at the April 11, 2011 Council Meeting regarding 
the above noted Application requesting direction from Council as to comments to be 
provided to the Ministry in response to the Application (Attachment #1).  
 
The following is the relevant section of the April 11, 2011 Minutes:   
 

D.2      Ministry of Natural Resources Work on Shoreland Permit 
            Application - Berczi, A.11.06                                           
 
Councillor Gamble spoke regarding the Report noting he has difficulty accepting 
the proposal as it relates to land beyond the property line and has an impact on 
both the lakefront and the neighbourhood. 
 
Councillor Martin then spoke noting he will not support an intrusion into the 
environment that is not necessary and further noted the Conservation Authority 
has been discouraging this type of development. 
 
Mayor Anderson then spoke expressing concern with the proposal and noted the 
water levels dropped last year and will likely drop again this year.  Ellen noted this 
type of development will destroy the fish habitat and referenced the work of the 
South Georgian Bay Coastal Initiative.    
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Councillor Ardiel spoke noting she does not support the proposal.    
 
Deputy Mayor McKinlay then spoke questioning if the Town can object. Director of 
Planning and Building David Finbow replying noting that the proposal is not 
contrary to the Building Code and noted the Town can object to the issuance of a 
Ministry of Natural Resources Work Permit. 
 

Moved by:             R.J. Gamble                        Seconded by:    Michael Martin 
 
THAT Council receive Staff Report A.11.06, “Ministry of Natural Resources 
Work on Shoreland Permit Application – Berczi”, and;  
 
THAT Council does not support the Shoreland Permit Application of Peter 
Berczi for the property at 133 Lake Drive, The Blue Mountains, Carried.  

 
In speaking to the Motion, Deputy Mayor McKinlay spoke noting he is concerned 
with the appeal process. 
 
Councillor McKean spoke noting the Application should be circulated to First 
Nations. 
 
Duncan then requested that Acting CAO Reg Russwurm bring a Report back to 
Council outlining the Town’s concerns with the application, Councillor Martin noting 
the Report should reference the Town’s involvement with the Great Lakes St. 
Lawrence Cities Initiative, Conservation Authority, and should reference the 
Town’s dynamic beaches.    
 
Reg then spoke noting he will bring a Report back to Council seeking further 
direction to Staff. 

 
 
Following the April 11, 2011 Council Meeting, correspondence was sent to the Ministry 
of Natural Resources that included the motion passed by Council at the April 11, 2011 
Council Meeting (as above). This correspondence was copied to Saugeen Ojibway 
Nation, Grey Sauble Conservation Authority, Fisheries & Oceans Canada and Darryl 
Robins Consulting (Attachment #2).    The Town has received no comments from those 
circulated.      
 
In response to the April 11, 2011 letter, email correspondence was sent by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources to The Blue Mountains on April 15, 2011 that identified standard 
terms and conditions that will accompany a work permit in the Thornbury area.  Project 
specific comments can be added (Attachment #3).  
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The Applicant, through his consultant Darryl Robins Consulting, has submitted a revised 
application that deletes the proposed raised seasonal boardwalk structures, including 
the platforms and wooden posts in the existing breakwall area from the application.  A 
future seasonal wooden ramping structure is proposed to provide safe access over the 
existing rocky revetment to the channel area (Attachment #4).   
 
The Applicant has removed the request for dredging of a mooring area south of the 
breakwall, but is still proposing to dredge a straight channel to accommodate small 
recreational vessel access to Georgian Bay along with some boulder/cobble relocation. 
 
Staff remain concerned of the impact on the shoreline environment due to the dredging 
works proposed and are seeking Council direction to be included in the Town’s 
comments to the Ministry of Natural Resources.   It should be noted that Town Staff lack  
ecological expertise and will rely on the Ministry of Natural Resources to give 
professional opinion on this application in that regard.  A further concern to Town Staff 
is that the shoreline modification will create a visual impact.  The breakwalls of course 
are not part of the natural state of the shoreline, however they are now in place and 
generally accepted.   
 
Council’s comments can address the concern over the ecological disturbance and the 
visual impact to the current shoreline appearance.     
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 
“Preserving and enhancing natural and environmental features and cultural heritage of 
the community.”  
 
D. Environmental Impacts  
 
Possible ecological impact on fishery habitat from dredging work.    
 
E. Financial Impact  
 
None 
 
F. Attached  
 
Attachment #1 -    Report A.11.06 Ministry of Natural Resources Work on Shoreland  
    Permit Application - Berczi 
 
Attachment #2 –  The Blue Mountains correspondence to Ministry of Natural 
   Resources dated April 15, 2011  
 
Attachment #3 -  Email dated April 15, 2011 from Ministry of Natural Resources 

identifying terms and conditions that will accompany a work permit 
in the Thornbury area.   
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Attachment #4 -  Darryl Robins Consulting correspondence with revised work 
  proposed  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Office: 519-599-3131  Ext 234 
Fax: 519-599-3664 

__ ________________ 
Reg Russwurm 
Acting CAO and  
Director of Engineering and Public Works 

rrusswurm@thebluemountains.ca 
 
 
 










































