
STAFF REPORT: PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES  
 

 
 
 
 
A. Recommendations 
 
That Council endorse the use of the name “Canning” as a future public street, or 
for the renaming of a public street, in recognition of Mr. Gord Canning subject to 
Mr. Canning advising that he has no objections to same. 
 
B. Background 
 
2011 marks the 40th anniversary of the direct involvement of Mr. Gord Canning in 
the visioning, development and operation of Blue Mountain Resorts.  In this 
regard, desire has been expressed to recognize this by the future 
naming/renaming of a public street “Canning” in recognition of Mr. Canning. 
 
As Council is aware, Mr. Canning is currently the Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of Blue Mountain Resorts Limited.  During the time of Mr. Canning’s 
involvement in the resort, the resort, along with the local ski industry, has 
evolved/grown considerably.  Although the resort attracts in excess of 700,000 
skier visits per year, the resort, as well as the Town, has become known as a 
major four-season tourist, recreation and conference destination.  Currently, the 
resort employs in excess of 400 year-round employees with over 1,200 winter 
and 400 summer seasonal employees.  The resort continues to be a critical piece 
of the Town’s tourism, recreational and economic development platforms.   
 
In addition to Mr. Canning’s involvement in the resort, Mr. Canning is known as a 
community champion spearheading and/or supporting many community based 
initiatives. 
 
With respect to the Town’s Street Naming Policy, it indicates that “Streets named 
after individuals shall be a posthumous honour” and shall only be done so with 
written consent from the individual’s surviving immediate family.  The Policy does 
make an exception for this in the instance of “The honouring of a living 
international/national public figure” provided his/her consent is received for same. 
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With respect to the street to be named/renamed, staff currently do not have a 
recommendation for Council’s consideration at this time but are of the opinion 
that a street within the general vicinity and one that has a relationship to the 
resort would be preferred. 
 
In the instance of a renaming, Town staff note that the Town’s Policy related to 
same is as follows: 
 

1. Town staff identify for Council’s consideration a street to be renamed.  
Criteria for selection is based on relevance to the request and minimizing 
the detrimental impact on residents/businesses. 
  

2. Notice of Public Meeting of Proposed Renaming of a Public Street 
Published in Local Newspapers and the Town’s Website 
 

3. Public Meeting whereat comments received from the public are received 
with said comments limited to those individuals and/or businesses that 
would be prejudicially affected by the proposed renaming. 

 
4. Council deliberation. 

 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 
“Providing a strong, well managed municipal government.” 
“Preserving and enhancing natural and environmental features, and cultural 
heritage of the community.” 
 
D. Financial Impact 
 
N/A 
 
E. Addendums 
 

A. The Blue Mountains Street Naming Policy 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
David Finbow 
Director, Planning & Building Services 
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