
   STAFF REPORT:  
 

 

 
A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receive the Staff Report SPS.10.11 “Agricultural Advisory 
Committee”, and 
 

1. That Council support the comments made in a letter from the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture, February 2, 2010 to the Minister of Natural 
Resources regarding the Provincial response to livestock kills by predatory 
animals; and 
That this Council resolution be forwarded to the Minister of Natural 
Resources, the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs and other 
municipalities for their information and action. 
 

2. That Council authorize staff to research a local program to augment the 
Canada-Ontario Environmental Plan as part of the 2011 Town Budget 
review. 

 
3. That Council authorize staff to research and report back to Council, as 

part of the 2011Town Budget process, on a Town wide tree planting 
project for Earth Day 2011. 

 
 
 
B. Background 
 
At the June 22, 2010 Agricultural Advisory Committee meeting a number of 
recommendations were made. (3).   See attached meeting notes.  On: 
   
Recommendation: No.1

REPORT TO: 

  Discussion took place regarding the Livestock 
Protection Act. See item 2 of the attached meeting notes. In front of the 
Committee was  correspondence from Clarence Haverson, Ministry of 
Agricultural, Food and Rural Affairs Feb. 22, 2010 to municipal clerks & livestock 
valuers forwarded to the Committee by Council for comment. David Finbow, 
Director of Planning was in attendance at a meeting to discuss livestock 
protection. As you can see from the meeting notes the Agricultural Advisory 
Committee agreed with the response to the Minister of Natural Resources from 
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the Ontario Federation of Agriculture. (Attached). Staff agree with the 
Committee’s recommendation that Council consider a resolution supporting the 
comments made by the Ontario Federation of Agriculture. 
 
Recommendation: No.2

 

  Discussion took place regarding the Environmental 
Farm Plan, see item 3 of the attached meeting notes. Staff have recently met 
with Ray Robertson, Manager, Grey County Agricultural Services Centre and will 
be providing more information to Council on a local program to augment the 
Canada-Ontario Environmental   Plan as part of the 2011 Town Budget review. 

Recommendation: No.

 

3 Discussion took place regarding a Town wide tree 
planting project for Earth Day 2011. See item 4 of the attached Meeting Notes. 
Regarding the Integrated Community Sustainability Plan the Town recently 
received a grant from TD Green Streets for the planting of trees in Rights of 
Ways and school yards this October. Another initiative could be built upon for 
Earth Day 2011 and staff will investigate and report back to Council as part of the 
2011 Town Budget process. 

 
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 
Investigating Environmental Farm Plans and a Town wide tree planting program 
will align with Goal 3: “Preserving and enhancing natural and environmental 
features, and cultural heritage of the community”. 
 
 
 
D. Environmental Impacts  
 
These programs if implemented will improve the environment. 
 
E. Budget Impact  
 
Will be addressed as part of the 2011 Budget process. 
 
 
 
 
F. Attached  
 

Attachment 1 – Notes and Recommendations, June 22, 2010 Agricultural 
Advisory Committee meeting 
 
Attachment 2 – Letter from the Ministry of Agricultural, Food and Rural 
Affairs to municipal clerks & livestock valuers Feb. 23, 2010. 
 



Attachment 3 – Letter from the Ontario Federation of Agricultural to the 
Minister of Natural Resources Feb. 2, 2010. 
 
 
 
. 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Peter Tollefsen, Director of Special Projects (Sustainability) 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Peter Tollefsen 
ptollefsen@thebluemountains.ca 
519 599 3131  ext.247 

mailto:ptollefsen@thebluemountains.ca�
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 Notes and Recommendations (3) 
The Blue Mountains 

Agricultural Advisory Committee 
 

Meeting of Tuesday, June 22, 2010 
Present: James McKinlay (Chair); Jeff Wilson, Jacquie Hendry, Grant McMurchy. 
Regrets: John Ardiel, Sid Dykstra 
Staff: PeterTollefsen, Rob Potter 
 

1. Agricultural Farm Tour 

Peter reported he has booked a 48-seat bus and expects more than 40 people will attend. There 
is good representation from all Town departments. There will be at least one member of the 
news media attending. The starting and end point for the Tour has been moved the Beaver 
Valley Community Centre due to construction at the Town Hall. 

The objective of the tour is to educate Town staff about the agricultural community. 

James noted a question had been raised about the need for biosecurity measures. Grant pointed 
out that Bay Growers will require everyone to wear a hair net. Peter will check with Jim Dolmer, 
of Bay Growers, about whether the Town needs to supply hair nets. No other concerns were 
noted. Peter will check on whether there are any possible insurance issues. 

The Committee agreed that Communication is the primary issue to address. The Tour should 
serve as a way to open more lines of communication and make Town Staff and Council more 
aware of the issues and challenges facing the farm community. James suggested each host be 
prepared to do a short introduction at their farm. 

Issues and Objectives 

Some of the items to be addressed by the farmers include: 

• Chervil and sainfoin 

• How load limits on local roads can impact farmers 

• Centurion cycling event (timing) 

• Environmental issues/stewardship 

• Awareness that a farm is actually a sophisticated business -- farmers fill many 
roles 

• Economics of farming 

• Share the Road with farm vehicles 

• What products are available from local farms 
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• Why and how agricultural chemicals are used, controlled, etc. 
 

2. Livestock Protection Act 
The Committee discussed a letter to the Minister of Natural Resources by Bette Jean Crewes, 
President, Ontario Federation of Agriculture, dated February 2, 2010, regarding losses of 
livestock to predators. 
David Finbow, Director of Building and Bylaw, discussed this matter with the Committee earlier 
this year. After review, he suggested the Committee request Town Council to support the OFA 
position as stated in this letter.  
The Committee discussed concerns relating to the various farm sectors. Some of the concerns 
raised: 

• Public and governments don’t understand the costs related to protecting 
livestock and crops from predators 

• The province and some municipal inspectors don’t respect the efforts farmers 
make to protect their livestock and crops 

• Regulations and/or interpretation of the regulations can put unreasonable 
demands on farmers 

• Farmers can only claim for compensation for dead livestock on their farm but 
predators will often drag their prey into the bush 

• Inconsistency in enforcement and interpretation in some areas. Generally good 
in The Blue Mountains 

RECOMMENDATION: No. 1  
Moved by Jacquie, seconded by Grant 
THAT Council consider a Resolution supporting the comments made in a letter from Bette Jean 
Crewes, President, Ontario Federation of Agricultural, February 2, 2010, to the Honourable 
Linda Jeffrey, Minister of Natural Resources, regarding provincial response to livestock kills by 
predatory animals and, should Council agree, THAT said resolution be circulated to other 
Municipalities, appropriate federal and provincial government ministers and agencies and 
political representatives. CARRIED 

3. Environmental Farm Plan 
James gave a brief outline of the Canada-Ontario Environmental Farm Plan program. It is a 
voluntary program that provides financial assistance to farmers and rural landowners to allow 
them to undertake projects such as stream rehabilitation, livestock control near watercourses, 
energy efficiency upgrades and chemical storage. James noted that the Integrated Community 
Sustainability Plan will be launched soon and setting up a local program could be one of the 
early projects. 
One question to be considered is whether the program should be limited to farm properties or 
should it apply to others. Would it apply to rental properties which are in farm production? 
After discussion the Committee agreed a local program that augments the federal-provincial 
program would be worthwhile. 
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RECOMMENDATION: No. 2 
Moved by Jacquie, seconded by Jeff 
THAT The Blue Mountains Council consider a local program to augment the Canada-Ontario 
Environmental Farm Plan program with funding support to be included in the 2011 Town 
budget, and THAT potential partnerships be considered as a means to leverage additional 
funding. CARRIED 
 

4. Earth Day 
James suggested the Town consider supporting a tree planting program for next spring, possibly 
in relation to Earth Day (in April). He noted that similar programs are in place in other 
communities, offering seedlings at very affordable prices. 
Jeff expressed concerns that such a program might have drawbacks and that it needs to be 
carefully thought out. 

RECOMMENDATION: No. 3 
By Grant, seconded by Jacquie 
THAT The Blue Mountains Council support a town-wide tree planting project as a way to support 
Earth Day 2011 under the Integrated Community Sustainability Plan and THAT a target number 
be set at one tree to be planted for each ratepayer. CARRIED 

5. Broadband Internet Connectivity 
Rob asked the Committee members for their thoughts about the need to expand Broadband 
Internet service in the rural areas. Members agreed that the existing services are not good 
enough and put them at a competitive disadvantage in doing business. The lack of high-speed 
service is also a disadvantage to rural youth who don’t have ready access when trying to do 
schoolwork or social networking. 

6. New business 
Succession Planning – Peter noted that, following the May 13 report and delegation to Council, 
Council had requested a report on Succession Planning for the Agricultural Advisory Committee. 
The Committee agreed it would be preferable to have about eight members. James suggested 
the Committee should aim to have nominees for the next four-year term in place before the 
Municipal Election on October 25, 2010. 
Sustainable Path – Partnership Agreements were distributed for Members’ consideration 

Small abattoirs – Jacquie explained that many small abattoirs that serve the livestock industry 
are struggling because of more-stringent regulations. Jacquie will distribute further information 
to the Committee Members, through Peter, and this item can be included on the agenda for the 
next meeting. 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
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