
          STAFF 
REPORT: 
 

 

 

 

 
A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receive the Staff Report SPS.10.05 titled “Regional Cultural 
Mapping Project” for information purposes. 
 
 
B. Background 
 
The Town was approached last June by the Coordinator of Arts & Culture 
Collingwood to participate in a Regional cultural mapping project. The Town of 
Collingwood had submitted an application for funding from the Communities In 
Transition program with the Ministry of Economic Development, as part of the 
Regional Economic Development Strategy. The Province had indicated that their 
chances of success would be increased if they took a joint regional effort, so we 
were approached as well as Wasaga Beach and Clearview. It’s 100% dollars. 
They/we were successful in the application and have got $24,900.00 for the 
Regional Cultural Mapping Project. 
 
Staff reported to the Planning & Building Committee on March 1, 2010 that 
cultural mapping builds a GIS base of information and knowledge about local 
cultural resources, see attached staff report in Appendix A. Council received the 
report and endorsed participation in the project. 
 
The purpose of this report is to update Council: 
 
A Request for Proposals (RFP) was circulated and 6 firms made submissions. 
Two companies were interviewed by the Steering Committee and the firm of 
AuthentiCity chosen. Dr. Greg Baeker of AuthentiCity is the project lead and is a 
senior consultant, recognized as an expert in integrated cultural planning 
approaches to city building, with experience doing cultural mapping. Greg 
Baeker’s team includes The Breken group/YLM for data collection, Millier Blais 
Dickinson for the economic analysis portion and the Applied Geomatics 
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Research Group (AGRG) for GIS consultation. You can see Greg’s company 
information here http://mappingauthenticity.com/ . 
 
Attached is a discussion by the consultant on The Regional Economic Context, 
with the purpose and Objectives of the Project, in Appendix B. Also attached is 
the Process and schedule chart in Appendix C. We will be having community 
meetings in June. The Steering Committee is putting together a Communications 
Plan and will be reporting back to Council on that.                      
        
   
C.  The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan 
 
The Regional Cultural Mapping Project meets Goal 3 “Preserving and enhancing 
natural and environmental features, and cultural heritage of the community” and 
Goal 4 “Supporting the development of social and recreational programs to meet 
the broad range of needs in the community.”  
 
 
D. Environmental Impacts  
 
  
Enhancing and promoting the Town’s cultural assets is good for the social 
environment of the community. 
 
E. Budget Impact  
 
Not significant. Staff time overseeing the project and gathering information for the 
cultural map.     
 
 
F. Attached  
 
Appendix A – Staff report No.SPS.10.02 “Regional Cultural Mapping Project” 
dated March 1, 2010. 
 
Appendix B – The Regional Economic Context. 
 
Appendix C- Process and Milestones.  
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Peter Tollefsen, Director of Special Projects (Sustainability) 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Peter Tollefsen 
ptollefsen@thebluemountains.ca 
519 599 3131  ext.247 
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