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STAFF REPORT:        Planning & Building Services Department 
 
 

 
A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council does hereby receive Planning Staff Report PL.11.47 Official Plan 
Amendment No. 25, Urban Design Guidelines; and 
 
THAT Council direct Staff to finalize the Urban Design Guidelines; and 
 
THAT Council direct Staff to finalize the proposed Official Plan Amendment No. 
25, Urban Design Guidelines to the existing Town of The Blue Mountains Official 
Plan which will add policies that will provide for design guidelines to be 
established within the Town which will clarify the design objectives of the Official 
Plan and be considered by the municipality during the development approval 
process. 
 
B. Background 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the subject matter following the 
April 2, 2011 Public Open House and to seek Council’s direction on moving forward with 
the implementing Official Plan Amendment and adoption of the Design Guidelines by 
By-law. 
 
On February 7, 2011, Planning and Building Committee directed staff to hold a Public 
Open House prior to Council’s consideration of the implementing Official Plan 
Amendment and adoption of the Design Guidelines wherein the Design Guidelines 
would be presented to the public and the public would be provided an opportunity to ask 
questions and provide input.  The Public Open House was held on April 2, 2011 at 
which time the Design Guidelines were presented to the public by Kevin Muir of GSP 
Group Inc. – Planners/Urban Designers/Landscape Architects, being the principal 
authors of the document. 
 
The public information session was attended by five members of the public.  GSP 
Group Inc. presented on the Draft Design Guidelines followed by a detailed discussion 
related to the document.   As a result, three submissions were submitted to the Town 
pertaining to Draft Design Guidelines.   
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The following written correspondence was received as a result of the public open 
house. 
 
1) Letter dated April 2, 2011 from Victor Labreche, Labreche Patterson & 
 Associates Inc. on behalf of A & W Food Services of Canada Inc., McDonald’s 
 Restaurants of Canada Ltd., TDL Group Corp., Wendy’s Restaurants of Canada 
 Inc. and Ontario Restaurant Hotel and Motel Association (ORHMA). 
 
2) E-mail dated April 14, 2011 from Jim Uram. 
 
3) E-mail dated April 15, 2011 from Brian Nelson on behalf of the Napier-Victoria 
 Residents’ Group. 
 
A chart outlining the public comments submitted as part of the above correspondence 
are outlined in Attachment 1.  Copies of the public comments are attached as 
Attachment 2. 
 
Council has already held the required Statutory Public Meeting for the Official Plan 
Amendment on January 17, 2011, at which time there were a limited number of 
comments received pertaining to the Design Guidelines. 
 
As to how the Design Guidelines would exist, best practices in Ontario are reflective of a 
stand-alone document that is referenced in the Official Plan.  This allows for revisions/ 
amendments to the Design Guidelines without an Official Plan Amendment involving 
outside agencies.  That being said, Town staff are seeking direction from Council with 
regards to formally adopting the Design Guidelines by By-law and therefore 
amendments and/or revisions to the Design Guidelines would proceed on the basis of a 
Public Meeting and a subsequent By-law Amendment. 
 
Implementation of the Design Guidelines would proceed on the basis of the processing 
of development proposals.  Applications would be reviewed in the context of conformity 
with the Design Guidelines with it being understood that the Design Guidelines would 
provide flexibility to achieving compliance.  In some instances, proposals would be 
referred to an outside peer review consultant specializing in design for review and 
comments.  
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan 
 
1. Managing growth to ensure the ongoing health and prosperity of the community. 

 
D. Environmental Impacts 
 
The work pertaining to Design Guidelines, which incorporates sustainability strategies, 
will have a positive impact on the environment. 
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E. Budget Impact  
 
GSP Group Inc. have been retained at a cost of $3,125 plus disbursements and HST.  
Additional costs associated with this project include Public Open House costs for venue 
rental and staff costs.  These costs have been approved as part of the 2011 Planning 
Services Budget 
 
F. Attachments 
 
1. Chart Outlining Public Comments Submitted as part of the April 2, 2011 Public 
 Open House, Design Guidelines. 
 
2. Public Comments Submitted as part of the April 2, 2011 Public Open House, 
 Design Guidelines. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
 
Cindy Welsh, MCIP, RPP 
Senior Policy Planner 
The Blue Mountains 
26 Bridge Street E., Box 310 
Thornbury, ON  N0H 2P0 
Tel: (519) 599-3131, ext. 262 
Toll Free:  1-888-258-6867 
Fax: (519) 599-3018 
E-mail: cwelsh@thebluemountains.ca 
 

David Finbow 
Director, Planning & Building Services 
The Blue Mountains 
26 Bridge Street E., Box 310 
Thornbury, ON  N0H 2P0 
Tel: (519) 599-3131, ext. 246 
Toll Free:  1-888-258-6867 
Fax: (519) 599-3018 
E-mail:  dfinbow@thebluemountains.ca 
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