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Minutes:

The Thornbury Business Improvement Area Meeting
MEETING DATE:

Wednesday, January 4, 2017

MEETING TIME:

8:00 a.m.

LOCATION:

Town Hall Council Chamber

PREPARED BY:

George Matamoros, Chair

A.

Call to Order

§

Chair George Matamoros welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 8:15
a.m. with the Board of Management in attendance except for Skot Beaumont and Kathy
Brown. Also in attendance were Councillor Joe Halos (Kings Court), Renee DesRochers
(Adorn II), Val Ford (Gaia Boutique), Sean Kelly and Howard Kitchen (19-25 Bruce St.
S.), Josie and Tony Poole (Sincerely Yours), Stephanie Riddell (Parlour by Stephanie),
and Marti Williams (Gyles Sails and Marine).

§

Approval of Agenda
Moved by: Michael Seguin

Seconded by: Leslie Lewis

THAT the Agenda of January 4, 2017 be approved as circulated. Carried.
§

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest: none

§

Previous Minutes
Moved by: Leslie Lewis

Seconded by: Michael Seguin

THAT the Board of Management minutes of December 7, 2016 be adopted as
circulated. Carried.
B.

Deputation: Sean Kelly

Sean Kelly asked for the BIA Board’s help in addressing with the Town the issue of snow
removal within the BIA area. He is currently operating a business at 47 Bruce St. S., and is a
part owner of the building at 19 Bruce St. S. The problem at 47 Bruce St. S. is that the parking
area in front of his store doesn’t get plowed making it difficult and hazardous for clients to park.
At 19 Bruce St. S., the snow from the parkette is piled against his building and against the paint
store, creating problems with the foundations of both buildings. Furthermore, the large snow
banks interfere with sight lines for vehicles coming onto Bruce St. from Louisa St. East. These
issues are in addition to the problems experienced throughout the BIA area of the street snow
removal leaving large piles along the sidewalks making it a challenge at best and dangerous at
worst for visitors going to and from their cars or trying to cross the streets. Furthermore, snow
in the Hester Street parking lot is allowed to pile up to the point where parking is reduced
leading to cars parking in the driveways making access difficult. He has been in discussions
with the Town with little satisfaction.
It was agreed that snow removal is likely the most viable solution and acknowledged that it is
also an expensive solution. The Town is beginning their budget meetings and it was agreed to
bring a presentation to council asking for their direction for a change in service with respect to
managing the snow in the BIA area. The status quo is unacceptable as it affects safety and
accessibility to the Town and parking.
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C.

Meeting

C.1
Events report
Sarah McNulty was unable to attend the meeting and so the Chair asked for comments from the
directors and from the members in attendance regarding Olde Fashioned Christmas (OFC).
• The evening activities were a big disappointment. Visitors complained about the lack of
animation on Bruce Street. Last year there were food vendors, music, more firepots,
Santa had elves; in short there was more atmosphere;
• Although the daytime activities at the Community Centre were very popular with visitors,
members questioned the logic of having an Artisan Market that drew people away from
the downtown shopping. It was explained that the focus of the event is to attract visitors
to Town, and both last year and this year, the Artisan Market was for many visitors a
highlight and a reason to come back. The hope is that those same visitors will stay for
the evening activities and visit the shops and restaurants throughout the BIA area.
Daytime activities are a recent addition to OFC and have been held away from Bruce
Street. They were held at Kings Court, then the Town Hall, and now the BVCC. An
indoor venue is needed for the kids’ activities;
• There was nothing special promoting the 40th anniversary;
• Marketing of the event was poor and on site signage for the schedule was lacking;
• It was acknowledged that late cancellations by the reindeer people and the horse and
carriage ride were difficult to overcome;
• Last year people complained about the music and this year the complaint was about the
lack of music;
• The committee tried marketing primarily through Facebook and social media.
C.2. Ski Cup request
The board had no objection to the proposed placement of the banners and flags promoting the
Audi FIS World Cup event at Blue Mountain. It was suggested that we should ask for some
promotion of Thornbury in return.
C.3. Website:
George reported that the only progress was the cancellation of the maintenance agreement with
the current provider.
.
D.

Adjournment
Moved by: Leslie Lewis
THAT this Board does now adjourn at 9:15 a.m. to meet again Wednesday,
February 1, 2017 at 8:00 a.m., Town Hall, Council Chamber, or at the call of the
Chair.
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