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A. Recommendations 
 
THAT Council receive Report EPW.09.012 entitled “Clarksburg Servicing Project - Summary 
of Citizens Comments and Project Status Report”; 
 
AND THAT Council direct Staff to not advance the Clarksburg Servicing Project until a secure 
source of financing is determined; 
 
AND THAT Council direct Staff to inform the County of Grey that the Town supports the 
reconstruction of Grey Road 13 prior to the servicing of Clarksburg; 
 
AND THAT Council approval that the current unfunded expense, totalling $93,019.53 to date, 
is financed evenly by the water and wastewater reserve funds; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council direct Staff to undertake discussions with the Government of 
Canada regarding redirecting the funding commitments made under the Municipal Rural 
Infrastructure Fund to other Town infrastructure projects.  
 
 
B. Background 
 
The Town for many years has pursued servicing options for the community of Clarksburg. In 
May 2008, the Town received from the Government of Canada a commitment of one third 
funding to a limit of almost $5 million for the servicing of Clarksburg under the Municipal Rural 
Infrastructure Fund (MRIF). The Province of Ontario did not provide matching funding directly 
but required the Town to apply for funding though the Building Canada Fund – Community 
Component (BCF-CC) application process.  
 
In preparation of an application, the Town advanced the conceptual design for the servicing 
project during the summer of 2008. On October 18 and 20, 2008, the Town conducted Public 
Information Centres to inform the residents of Clarksburg on the status of the proposed 
servicing project, to outline the steps taken and hurdles to be cleared to complete the project 
and to answer questions. A copy of the handouts is provided as Attachment #1. As part of the 
Public Information Centres, the Town requested feedback and received 43 comment sheets 
and letters. Attachment #2 is a summary of the comments provided. Over the past few 
months, the Director of Engineering and Public Works has fielded questions from Clarksburg 
residents and has met several times with interested parties to provide updates and 
background information.  
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On November 21, 2008, the Town submitted an application to the Building Canada Fund – 
Community Component (BCF-CC) for the servicing of a portion of Clarksburg in the 
downtown core and areas north of the river. Report FIS.09.09 (Attachment #3) informed Town 
Council of the unsuccessful application and recommended that the issue of Clarksburg 
servicing be directed to the Engineering and Public Works Committee for consideration. A 
formal letter or notice informing the Town of the unsuccessful application was not received. 
 
Given that the Town has made numerous attempts without success for upper government 
level funding for Clarksburg, and that the conceptual design is matured to a point where a 
subsequent funding application can be made quickly without investing significant resources, 
Staff recommend that the servicing concepts or designs for this project not be advanced 
further. At some time in the future when it is felt that a financing plan can be put in place, the 
project can be re-visited.  To date, $93,019.53 has been invested by the Town in the 
preparation of past funding applications and the servicing conceptual design. The monies 
expended will remain an unfunded liability until either the project proceeds or the Town 
Treasurer feels that liability needs to be expensed by an appropriate means at the time.       
 
Since the Town was unsuccessful under BCF-CC, the Town has been contacted by the 
Government of Canada to ascertain if the Town wishes to proceed with MRIF.  The deadline 
to complete the Government of Canada authorizations is May 14, 2009 for the MRIF funding.  
Given the project is considered unaffordable to the residents of Clarksburg without matching 
provincial funding, Staff recommend that the Town enter discussions with the federal 
government to re-direct the funds to an equally needed infrastructure project. Staff have 
already had preliminary discussions with the office of the Hon. Helena Guergis regarding 
opportunities.  
 
The County of Grey has delayed the reconstruction of Grey Road 13 (Marsh Street) in 
Clarksburg while the Town has pursued funding for servicing. Given there appears to be little 
likelihood of upper tier funding for a number of years, Staff recommend that the Town support 
the County reconstructing Grey Road 13 before the servicing of Clarksburg. Prior to the 
County undertaking reconstruction work, the Town should consider whether trunk servicing 
should be installed under the reconstructed road even if the servicing is not utilized.  The goal 
would be to reduce the ultimate cost of servicing Clarksburg. On a related point, the Town will 
need to commit funding for sidewalk and streetscape work in conjunction with the County’s 
work. Staff will coordinate with the County to scope the Town’s costs and will report to Council 
appropriately. 
 
 
C. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan  
 
This report furthers the Town’s Strategic Goal #6, “Providing a strong, well managed 
municipal government, and the Town’s Strategic Plan Goal # 2 “Addressing the Town’s 
Municipal Infrastructure needs”. 
 
 
D. Environmental Impacts  
 
None 
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E. Budget Impact  
 
Within the 2009 Water and Wastewater Capital Budgets, a total of $100,000 was allocated to 
the Clarksburg Servicing Project which will now not be expensed. Since the costs were to be 
recovered ultimately from grants and benefiting property owners, there is no net impact on 
user rates. 
 
Since the project is not anticipated to proceed in the next few years, it is the recommendation 
of the Town Treasurer that the current expenses totaling $93,019.53 to date should be 
financed evenly by the water and wastewater reserve funds with the understanding that when 
the Clarksburg Servicing Project does proceed, the costs expended will be repaid by the 
benefiting property owners. The reason for the future cost recovery is that the documents and 
drawings produced have advanced the project and are still valid and useable under future 
conditions.  
 
 
F. Attached  
 

1. Letter to Clarksburg Residents dated October 3, 2008  
2. October 2008 Public Information Centre Summary of Citizens Comments 
3. Report FIS.09.09 “Building Canada Fund – Unsuccessful Application” without 

attachment 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________        
Reg Russwurm      
Director of Engineering and Public Works  
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