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Project Path and History 

• Municipal Tree By-law 2010-68: Currently applies to Town Owned lands and lands subject to an approved 
tree preservation plan/development agreement 

• January 14, 2019: Initial staff report regarding changes to Bill 68 and the requirement for Municipal Tree 
Canopy Policies was presented to the Committee of the Whole 

• Jan. 30, 2019: Council direction to Staff to investigate enhancements to existing By-law 

• May 6 2019: Follow-up Options Report presented to Council 

• May 13, 2019: Council direction to Staff to proceed with Public Notice for changes to the By-law, refer 
determination of long-term solutions to Sustainability Advisory Committee 

• July 3, 2019: Public Meeting regarding proposed updates to By-law 2010-68 

• December 2, 2019: Council direction to Staff to complete additional Public Consultation 

• Spring/Summer of 2021: public open house, public survey, updates to advisory committee 

• September 7, 2021: Council direction to complete additional consultation with AAC and SAC 
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Project Path and History 

• As a result of the survey and additional public comments received through the public Open 
House, Staff note the following emerging trends (outlined in detail in Staff Report 
PDS.21.080): 

i. General Support for a Tree By-law to apply to private properties. 
ii. Slightly more support for the application of a tree by-law in the Settlement Area versus 

the Rural Area. General trend of concerns regarding development related clear-cutting 
but to permit removal of a small number (or individual) trees on private property 
without permission. 

iii. Strong support for financial compensation for unauthorized tree clearing. 
iv. General support to develop an Urban Forest Strategy, but limited support for additional 

full-time staff to oversee/implement. 
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 Project Path and History 
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DRAFT Tree By-law (2022) 

• Key Changes: 
• Applies to privately owned properties within Settlement Area Only (min. 0.5ha) 
• Continues to apply to all Town owned lands, regardless of location 
• Continues to apply to properties subject to a development agreement/approved tree preservation plan 
• Includes various exemptions, as prescribed by the Municipal Act, and as gleaned from review of ‘best 

practices’ and from public comment 
• Outlines Application Requirements and establishes Criteria/Conditions of Permit Issuance 
• Outlines Enforcement, Penalties, and Compensation for Non-Compliance 

• Rationale for changes based on public input, comments from Council and Committees, and 
the review of numerous municipal tree by-laws and best practices throughout the Province, 
as well as Provincial Acts; 
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 DRAFT Tree By-law (2022) – Area of Applicability 
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DRAFT Tree By-law (2022) – Exemptions 

*Exemptions under Part 3.2 
are Statutory Exemptions 
per Municipal Act 
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DRAFT Tree By-law (2022) – Application 
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DRAFT Tree By-law (2022) – Permit Issuance 
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DRAFT Tree By-law (2022) – Terms and Conditions 
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DRAFT Tree By-law (2022) – Compensation 
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 DRAFT Interactive Map: 

https://thebluemountains.maps.arcgis.co 
m/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=732 
0138d48c94d2494efc0547fe27ae5 
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Next Steps 
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