
      

     

                  

            

 

   

September 4. 2020 

To the Town of Blue Mountains 
Committee of the Whole 
Re; Ellis Drive Water Access 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We are residents of the Peaks Bay East development on Lot # 23, Ellis Drive. 

The Peaks Bay East Access  is an integral part of our neighbourhood and lifestyle. We use it for access 
to the water to swim, paddle board, and kayak.  

Losing this access would have significant impact on us. I can’t imagine that the Town would do this. 
Although one of the Options , 2, presented in the Report could lead to that. So I hope the Town is truly 
considering preserving the access and making it better and safer.  

Block 29 is Town owned land and MUST be kept open to the public. The Town’s own Official Plan makes 
this principle an objective.  

The Staff report has offered five options. 

Option 1 is essentially leave as is with repairs to existing infrastructure only . No mention is made of 
the “wall” that has been built to prevent access to the West and boulders that were added to the East, 
both of which create hazards for entry and exit from the water and along the waterfront. 

Option 2 , it seems, would essentially make foot access impassible . I can only assume that “more 
naturalized type surface “ means you will need hiking boots to get down the path. 

Option 3 seems like a “black hole” that would make this process go on for years at great expense to tax 
payers. 

Now Option 4 offers some specifics but I think goes too far.  

First there is no need to address Peaks Bay West at this time. The area is not anywhere near complete 
and many lots are sill vacant. It would be more expeditious to focus on the Peaks Bay East access 
and learn from it before starting work on the West access.  

Second this work must carried out after discussions with those residents that use the access. I 
appreciate the work the Staff has done in preparing this report but am disappointed that we were not 
consulted on how we use the access and asked for our opinions on what would make the access better. 

Option 5 is Option 4 with a form of “call to action” by looking to complete the works in 2020 by 
utilizing “existing reserves”. It is Option 5 that we support with the addition of points I made above 
under Option 4. 

Thank you for your time. 

Lou Montana  
 Ellis Drive 

Clarksburg, Ontario 




