
September 3. 2020 
 
To the Town of Blue Mountains 
Committee of the Whole 
Re; Ellis Drive Water Access 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
My wife and I are residents of the Peaks Bay development Phase 1 and own Lot # .  We purchased our lot in 
2004 from the original developer, Ken Kent.  One of the many reasons we selected this Lot is for the pedestrian 
walkway access to Georgian Bay as we are directly across from this Walkway.  Mr. Kent assured us this Walkway 
would remain allowing for access to the water.  He also assured us the Open Space behind our home, Block 26 
would always remain and we could enjoy trees and vegetation there year round.   
 
We love the views of the water and often go on long walks starting with this walkway access.   Certain times of the 
year the water levels are low and we walk on the large shale slabs to Delphi Park.  In the summer we like to use the 
walkway access to launch  kayaks and/or go for a swim. 
 
The Staff Report prepared by Mr.  Westendorp and Mr. Gibbons  certainly took considerable time to prepare and 
we appreciate their efforts.    They note ….”as per normal practice, the Town and the developer originally entered 
into a subdivision/development agreement in 2008…”   The aforementioned agreement included a Tree 
Preservation Plan.     A tornado tore thru Georgian Peaks Ski area and the Peaks Bay Development, Phase 1.    
Nearly all of the  beautiful trees on our lot were lost  as well as several neighboring lots and the area designated as 
the Walkway.    The date for the tornado was August 27, 2009.   As a result of this tornado, one would think the 
agreement with detailed plans and drawings and the Tree Preservation Plan would need to be updated.  This was 
never done and much of the information is not accurate.   You will not find any trees along the waterfront at lot 
5,6 and the Walkway due to the path of the tornado. 
 
The Staff Report outlines 5 Options.  None of these Options include the removal of large boulders to the west of 
the walkway that prevent easy access to the water.   There is also multitude of plantings placed on west section of  
Block 29 walkway to prevent pedestrians access to the waterfront.  The waterfront access is not the personal 
domain of select lot owners but is open space and belongs to all of us.  I am shocked to see no input from local 
residents for any of these Options.     Having said that  I do not support Options 1,2 or 3.    
If I were to consider any of these Options, it would have to be Option 4 or 5.  With either  Options 4 or 5  I would 
not support the use of fencing or placing any kind of limitations on waterfront access.  I would ask you include the 
removal of the large boulders and make provisions for safer public access to the waterfront.  Furthermore the idea 
of video surveillance is ridiculous.   Who will monitor these cameras and what re-actions will the Town of Blue 
Mountains want to take for what actions?  These are plain silly,  un-necessary and a waste of tax-payers money.   
 
“…The main objective of the developer in relation to Block 29 is to ensure western connectivity from Ellis Drive 
walkway on Block 29 for its residents and all segments of the population…..”   from the PDS.20.53 Staff Report  
September 8, 2020 as prepared by Mr. Westendorp and Mr. Gibbons. 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration in the above. 
 
Michael T. Miller and Monika Merz 

 Ellis Drive 
Clarksburg, Ontario    




