
Staff Report 
Finance and IT Services 

Report To: Committee of the Whole 
Meeting Date: April 21, 2020 
Report Number: FAF.20.070 
Subject: Interim Tax Installment – March 27, 2020 
Prepared by: Ruth Prince, Director of Finance and IT Services 

A. Recommendations 

THAT Council receive Staff Report FAF.20.070, entitled “Interim Tax Installment – March 27, 
2020” for information purposes. 

B. Overview 

This staff report is to update Council on the March 27, 2020 interim tax installment. 

C. Background 

The first installment of the interim property tax bill was due March 27, 2020. 

On March 30, 2020 Council authorized the waiver of the penalty and interest for property taxes 
and utility bills for April, May and June 2020.   The May 27th tax installment due date has been 
changed to June 30, 2020. 

The tax and utility penalty/interest that is normally applied monthly to unpaid tax and utility 
bills at the rate of 1¼ % per month (15% annual) will not be charged for the months of April, 
May and June 2020. 

The Town levies and collects property tax for Town purposes, as well as on behalf of the County 
of Grey and the four school boards.  The Town is required by legislation to remit the County of 
Grey and the local school boards their portion of the property tax levied, regardless of whether 
the Town receives payment from the taxpayer.  The first levy payment that the Town was 
required to remit to the County and the four school boards was March 31, 2020.  The Province 
has announced that next levy payment will be changed from June 30th to September 30th.    The 
County of Grey has not made a decision on the next levy due date of June 30th. 
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D. Analysis 

The 2020 Interim property taxes was $21,125,609 divided into two installments.  (2019 - 
$19,775,474)   The increase over 2019 was mainly due to the increased supplementary 
assessment received in 2019. 

The Town collected $9,735,632 (46.08%) of the interim property taxes in the March of 2020.  In 
2019 the Town collected $9,759,451 (49.35%). 

The April 1st, penalty on current years taxes would have been $24,089.94 (2019 – $17,249.52) 
and the interest on taxes in arrears would have been $22,355.69 (2019 - $20,528.70). 

Staff have been provided with the following directions from tax payers: 

• 14 Requests (1329 residents enrolled) to suspend the monthly Preauthorized Payment 
Plan 

• 7 Requests (899 residents enrolled) to  suspend the due date Preauthorized Payment 
Plan 

• 1 Request to suspend the Utility due date preauthorized payment plan 

E. The Blue Mountains’ Strategic Plan 

Goal #4:  Promote a Culture of Organizational and Operational Excellence 
Objective #4:  To Be a Financially Responsible Organization 

F. Environmental Impacts 

N/A 

G. Financial Impact 

The 2020 Budget included revenue of $150,000 to be collected from penalty on current taxes 
and $205,000 for interest on arrears. 

The Town recognizes the economic impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Community.  Staff 
will provide a report to Council late May with possible further recommendations. 

H. In consultation with 

Kris Couture, Manager of Revenue 
Shawn Everitt, Chief Administrative Officer  
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I. Public Engagement 

The topic of this Staff Report has not been subject to a Public Meeting and/or a Public 
Information Centre as neither a Public Meeting nor a Public Information Centre are required. 
Comments regarding this report should be submitted to Ruth Prince, Director of Finance and IT 
Services at directorfit@thebluemountains.ca. 

J. Attached 

n/a 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ruth Prince 
Director of Finance and IT Services 

For more information, please contact: 
Ruth Prince 
directorfit@thebluemountains.ca 
519-599-3131 extension 228 

mailto:directorfit@thebluemountains.ca
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