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August 17, 2020 
 
 
TBM Town Clerk  
 
RE: Pending Library Board Resignation  
 
This letter is to advise that Ms. Odeen Probert has provided the Town Clerk with her letter of resignation 
from The Blue Mountains Public Library Board, effective immediately. This resignation is in accordance with 
the Public Libraries Act, RSO, 1990, as Ms. Probert is moving from the community.  
 
At the July Board Meeting Ms. Probert noted that she intended to move, having placed her home on the 
market. At that time the Board took the opportunity to discuss the preference of the complement through 
the remainder of this Board term, and have made the recommendation that this position not be replaced.  
 
In Spring 2018, when a second round of appointments were made to the Board, the single replacement was 
filled with two (2) members. This means the BMPL Board will still be at a full complement of seven (7) 
members. The Public Libraries Act requires a Board must be comprised of no less than five (5) members, so 
the BMPL Board still remains within the legal limits.  
 

BMPL-Resolution 2020-082 
Moved by Laurey Gillies and seconded by Joanne Vivona, THAT this Board recommend to The Town of the Blue 
Mountains Council, that a Board of seven (7) members, as was appointed in January 2018, is sufficient to 
complete the work of the Library Board for the duration of the 2018-2022 term.  CARRIED. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Sabrina Saunders, CEO/Board Secretary  
The Blue Mountains Public Library  
LibraryCEO@TheBlueMountains.ca; ext. 148 

http://www.thebluemountainslibrary.ca/






Bayview Park 
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Parking & Congestion Challenges - Bayview Park

August 16, 11:50 am

August 15, 5:00 pm

and yes, this 
car is locking
our driveway



Food and packaging waste 
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(Un)sanitary Wipes



August 17, 2020, 

Letter to the Town of Blue Mountain Council 

 

I would like to bring to your attention a very urgent matter: The section below highway 26, 

between Peel St North and 10th Line, which is the site of 4 different large residential 

developments, is in dire need of a public park/beach/water access. The intense residential 

development in this area and the lack of water access is starting to create problems for all 

residents, old and new.  

This has nothing to do with Covid. As density increases fast, it will only get worse. 

You will notice that in all other Thornbury neighborhoods below Highway 26, numerous parks, 

beaches and water accesses have been planned along the shore: Christie Beach, Lora Bay 

Beach, Little River Beach, Harbor Hill Park, Bayview Park, to name a few. These are in addition 

to private beach access well planned by some developers, and numerous fire lanes named, 

landscaped and made public by the City along Bay St (for example). 

Yet, it’s puzzling to see that although four different residential developments a stone throw from 

the waterfront have been bringing lots of revenue to the City, no water access of any kind has 

been planned for people in the new subdivisions between Peel St North and 10th Line. First it 

was the subdivision of High Bluff Lane, then Timber Lane and then Pheasant Run, and soon a 

cluster of townhouses will appear just below the Georgian Trail. All the residents of these 

subdivisions can easily walk to the shore of Georgian Bay without creating any car pollution. 

Yet, none of them can legally access the water. Human nature being what it is, this is creating 

various problems.  

Between Peel St North and 10th Line, along Cameroun St, most residences either are on the 

water or have a deeded access to the water. There has been a growing number of arguments 

between these residents on Cameroun and people from the subdivisions who are found on 

private properties. (The proximity to the waterfront was often a misleading selling point to them.) 

Some trespassers have refused to leave, claiming that the developer or the real estate agent 

told them that ‘’this was a public area’’. Some trespassers leave when threatened with a call to 

the police, others do not. Not only these confrontations are stressful, but they could easily 

become physically aggressive. 

Having to constantly look out for potential trespassers (even nice ones) makes one feel unsafe. 

In addition, various garbage, plastic bottles, beer cans, toilet paper and dog feces are now 

found regularly on private properties or behind the water treatment plant. 

Indeed, a large number of these residents who have no legal water access are using a tiny 

10X10 piece of land that has appeared with the high-water level this year behind the water 

treatment plant at the foot of Peel St North. This tiny cul-de-sac, which leads to only 3 driveways 

and the water treatment plant, and ends at the river, has become a high traffic area with a 

constant back and forth of cars, loaded trucks and crowds of all sorts. Once at the bottom of the 

cul-de-sac, to drive back up the hill, cars and trucks have to gun their motor, which makes it 



very dangerous at the Cameroun/Peel intersection. In addition, imagine the noise and pollution 

this creates all day long! 

I am attaching 2 recent photos. You will see a number of cars in the cul-de-sac, as well as a 

tent, umbrellas and many people on this 10X10 sandy piece of land. People set up early 

morning and often stay all day with coolers, chairs, dogs, etc. making it even more difficult for 

many others all day long who want a quick swim or wish to put a paddleboard or a kayak in the 

water.  

This very small place is not designed nor equipped to receive a crowd. This is not even a 

designated public access. In addition, the traffic and the noise are not easy on residents in the 

cul-de-sac and along Peel St. I can’t imagine this is ideal for people using the place either as 

they are on top of each other, and the lot is so overuse it’s very dirty. 

Fortunately, there is currently a waterfront lot available for sale. I strongly 

suggest that Thornbury purchase it and makes it a safe park/beach access. This is the only 

solution to a problem that is only getting bigger as more subdivisions are built. The enormous 

amount of development must have brought good money to Thornbury. I would respectfully 

suggest that the City uses some of it to create in our neighborhood what all other waterfront 

neighborhoods have in Thornbury: a decent public park/beach/water access for its residents 

who can easily walk to it. This has clearly been a huge oversight and its needs to be rectified. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Véronique Ponce 

Thornbury resident 



 



 

 

 



RECEIVED VIA EMAIL  

From: Alex Maxwell < >  
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2020 1:43 PM 
To: Corrina Giles; Krista Royal ; Shawn Everitt   
Subject: Fw: Possibly creating increasing the democratic principle through examining different 
political systems and public representation and participation 

Mayor  Alar Soever, Council , Municipal Clerk Corrina Giles, Deputy Clerk Krista Royal, Shawn 
Everitt CAO and pertinent  municipal staff of the Town of The Blue Mountains   

What one can gather is that general public feels disenfranchised and almost dangerously 
apathetic with the political process.  Just prior to almost every municipal election, when it is too 
late as changes to election-related bylaws must be in place at least one year in advance of the 
election, idea's  surface ranging from the ward system (and other systems including the direct 
democracy model using the Swiss Canton model as a template) along with the idea of 
increasing our number of elected councillors  to achieve greater public representation and 
consultation. 

On the topic of increasing voter turnout I believe using electronic voting increased participation 
of one section of the electorate while unintentionally marginalising those who are more 
comfortable using traditional election methods. 

Will the Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains  implement a referendum  to investigate if 
the citizens of the Town of The Blue Mountains are interested in implementing a different 
political election system for the next municipal election and to build upon the present 
electronic voting system to include the traditional paper ballot to ensure that no one’s  vote is 
marginalised?  At no point in time should dollars be factored into the decision making when 
greater democratic principles and representation are being explored.  

Alex  Maxwell   resident of The Town Of   The Blue Mountains  



 
 
RECEIVED VIA EMAIL 
From: ThornburyPickleball Club <   
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 3:38 PM 
To: Ryan R. Gibbons < > 
Subject: New Outdoor Courts 
 
To Town of Blue Mountains 
 
This note, on behalf of The Thornbury Pickleball Club and its members, is our endorsement  for putting 
the new outdoor courts at the Tomahawk location. Thank you. 
 
Paul Clements 
Thornbury Pickleball Club 
www.pickleballthornbury.com 
 

http://www.pickleballthornbury.com/


This document can be made available in other accessible formats as soon as practicable and on request. 

Notice of Decision and 
Right to Appeal 

This is a notice about a decision of the Committee of Adjustment on Minor 
Variance Application A10-2020 (Owner: Di Giovanni)  

A certified copy of the Committee of Adjustment’s decision is attached to this notice. 

If you disagree with this decision you may file an appeal with the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal. An appeal must include the required Appellant Form and Fees of $300 
made out to the Minister of Finance. The Appellant Form must also set out the objection to 
the decision and the reasons in support of the objection.  

The Appellant Form and fees must be delivered in person or by registered mail to the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee of Adjustment: 

Secretary-Treasurer  
Committee of Adjustment 
Town of The Blue Mountains  
32 Mill Street, Thornbury, ON, N0H 2P0 

The last date for filing an appeal is September 15, 2020, by 4:30 pm. 

More information about how to file an appeal, including the forms and fees, is available on 
the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal website at http://elto.gov.on.ca/tribunals/lpat/about-lpat/.  

If there is an appeal to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal, except where all appeals are 
withdrawn, a hearing will be held and notice will be given to the Applicant, the Appellant, the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee, and to anyone else as determined by the Local 
Planning Appeal Tribunal. 

If no appeal on this decision is received within twenty days of the decision, the decision of the 
Committee is final and binding. The Secretary-Treasurer will notify the Applicant and file a 
certified copy of the decision with the Clerk of the Town of The Blue Mountains. 

http://elto.gov.on.ca/tribunals/lpat/about-lpat/






This document can be made available in other accessible formats as soon as practicable and on request. 

Notice of Decision and 
Right to Appeal 

This is a notice about a decision of the Committee of Adjustment on Minor 
Variance Application A11-2020 (Owner: Sloane)  

A certified copy of the Committee of Adjustment’s decision is attached to this notice. 

If you disagree with this decision you may file an appeal with the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal. An appeal must include the required Appellant Form and Fees of $300 
made out to the Minister of Finance. The Appellant Form must also set out the objection to 
the decision and the reasons in support of the objection.  

The Appellant Form and fees must be delivered in person or by registered mail to the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee of Adjustment: 

Secretary-Treasurer  
Committee of Adjustment 
Town of The Blue Mountains  
32 Mill Street, Thornbury, ON, N0H 2P0 

The last date for filing an appeal is September 15, 2020, by 4:30 pm. 

More information about how to file an appeal, including the forms and fees, is available on 
the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal website at http://elto.gov.on.ca/tribunals/lpat/about-lpat/.  

If there is an appeal to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal, except where all appeals are 
withdrawn, a hearing will be held and notice will be given to the Applicant, the Appellant, the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee, and to anyone else as determined by the Local 
Planning Appeal Tribunal. 

If no appeal on this decision is received within twenty days of the decision, the decision of the 
Committee is final and binding. The Secretary-Treasurer will notify the Applicant and file a 
certified copy of the decision with the Clerk of the Town of The Blue Mountains. 

http://elto.gov.on.ca/tribunals/lpat/about-lpat/






This document can be made available in other accessible formats as soon as practicable and on request. 

Notice of Decision and 
Right to Appeal 

This is a notice about a decision of the Committee of Adjustment on Minor 
Variance Application A12-2020 (Owner: Groh and Keates)  

A certified copy of the Committee of Adjustment’s decision is attached to this notice. 

If you disagree with this decision you may file an appeal with the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal. An appeal must include the required Appellant Form and Fees of $300 
made out to the Minister of Finance. The Appellant Form must also set out the objection to 
the decision and the reasons in support of the objection.  

The Appellant Form and fees must be delivered in person or by registered mail to the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee of Adjustment: 

Secretary-Treasurer  
Committee of Adjustment 
Town of The Blue Mountains  
32 Mill Street, Thornbury, ON, N0H 2P0 

The last date for filing an appeal is September 15, 2020, by 4:30 pm. 

More information about how to file an appeal, including the forms and fees, is available on 
the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal website at http://elto.gov.on.ca/tribunals/lpat/about-lpat/.  

If there is an appeal to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal, except where all appeals are 
withdrawn, a hearing will be held and notice will be given to the Applicant, the Appellant, the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee, and to anyone else as determined by the Local 
Planning Appeal Tribunal. 

If no appeal on this decision is received within twenty days of the decision, the decision of the 
Committee is final and binding. The Secretary-Treasurer will notify the Applicant and file a 
certified copy of the decision with the Clerk of the Town of The Blue Mountains. 

http://elto.gov.on.ca/tribunals/lpat/about-lpat/






This document can be made available in other accessible formats as soon as practicable and on request. 

Notice of Decision and 
Right to Appeal 

This is a notice about a decision of the Committee of Adjustment on Minor 
Variance Application A13-2020 (Owner: Whiston)  

A certified copy of the Committee of Adjustment’s decision is attached to this notice. 

If you disagree with this decision you may file an appeal with the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal. An appeal must include the required Appellant Form and Fees of $300 
made out to the Minister of Finance. The Appellant Form must also set out the objection to 
the decision and the reasons in support of the objection.  

The Appellant Form and fees must be delivered in person or by registered mail to the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee of Adjustment: 

Secretary-Treasurer  
Committee of Adjustment 
Town of The Blue Mountains  
32 Mill Street, Thornbury, ON, N0H 2P0 

The last date for filing an appeal is September 15, 2020, by 4:30 pm. 

More information about how to file an appeal, including the forms and fees, is available on 
the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal website at http://elto.gov.on.ca/tribunals/lpat/about-lpat/.  

If there is an appeal to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal, except where all appeals are 
withdrawn, a hearing will be held and notice will be given to the Applicant, the Appellant, the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee, and to anyone else as determined by the Local 
Planning Appeal Tribunal. 

If no appeal on this decision is received within twenty days of the decision, the decision of the 
Committee is final and binding. The Secretary-Treasurer will notify the Applicant and file a 
certified copy of the decision with the Clerk of the Town of The Blue Mountains. 

http://elto.gov.on.ca/tribunals/lpat/about-lpat/
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