


 

 

 

  

 

 Staff Presentation 

 What is an Official Plan? 

 How does an Official Plan Impact Me? 

 What is Recolour Grey? 

 What’s happened so far? 
 Theme Explanations 

 Discussion around Next Steps 

 Questions? 

 Break-out Sessions 

◦ Groups of 6 to 8* to discuss each of the 5 themes 

◦ Rotate groups every 10 to 15 minutes 

*group size may vary depending upon size of overall group 



 

 

 

  

 

  

• An Official Plan is a strategic policy document which sets 

out the broad land uses and goals for a municipality, 

usually over a 20 year period. 

• Official Plans designate the broad land uses and define 

what is permitted within those ‘designations’. 

• Official Plans are ‘living documents’ and 

can be amended over time. 

• An Official Plan is not enforceable law, 

rather it gains its power through zoning. 

• Official Plans must be consistent with the 

Provincial Policy Statement and conform to Provincial 

Plans such as the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 



 

 

 

    

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

   

  

• If you currently have a house or business and are not looking at 

any changes to either one, then the Official Plan won’t really impact 
you on a day-to-day basis. 

• If you want to develop, or redevelop, a piece of land then the 

Official Plan sets out some broad uses that can be allowed on land 

throughout the County. 

• If you want to create new lots through a severance, or a plan of 

subdivision, then the Official Plan sets out the requirements for 

these processes, including what technical studies are needed. 

• When buying land you may also want to look at the maps for lands 

around you, to see what your neighbours or future neighbours, 

could develop their property for in the coming years. 

• The Official Plan also maps environmental features that are 

protected from development. 

• Farming and aggregate lands are also mapped in the Plan, and in 

these areas farming and gravel pits may be permitted. 



 

  

  

 

 

 

 

• Recolour Grey is the name for the review of the County’s 

Official Plan. Recolour Grey is a community driven 

process, led by the Grey County Planning department. 

• Recolour Grey started as our County 5 year official plan 

review. 

• The County’s last 5 year review was approved in October 
2012. Our Official Plan plans to the year 2026. 

• Based on the changes needed through Recolour Grey, this 

will be a new Official Plan, rather than just updates. 



 

 

 

 

 

• Between 2012 – 2015 the County completed a number of 

background reports/technical studies recommending improvements 

to the County Official Plan 

• Transportation Master Plan 

• Updated Growth Management Strategy 

• Historic Landfill Study 

• On-Farm Business Study 

• Minimum Agricultural Lot Sizes Study 

• Age Friendly Planning Study 

• Green in Grey Natural Environment Systems Study 

• Updated Housing Study 



  

 

 

  

  

• Recolour Grey formally started with a kick-off meeting of County 

Council on May 19th 2016. 

• Summer and fall of 2016 were spent at community events talking to 

people about their vision for the County. 

• Over the winter of 2017 we have reviewed all of these comments to 

see where research or changes are needed. 

• Spring/early Summer 2017 saw the release of 5 policy discussion 

papers and the What We’ve Heard comment summary. 



 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

• Facilitate conversations with all 

stakeholders 

• The most important stakeholder 

in planning is the public 

• Provide policy recommendations 

to Council who are the decision 

makers 

• Look forward to the needs of our 

communities now and 20 years 

into the future 

• Educate people about planning 

• Balance competing interests 

• Other factors are beyond the 

control of planners, including; 

• Global economies and trade 

• Job creation 

• Land costs 

• Planners cannot force 

development, but planners 

can help provide favourable 

conditions where 

development can occur 



After we  sorted through all of the comments received, we  

grouped  them into five themes: 

Live Grey 

Cultivate Grey 

Develop Grey 

Move Grey 

Natural Grey 

There were also some comments received which  were 

outside of the scope  of planning, which  is the ‘other’  
category. Planning  staff will be sharing  the comments in the 

other category with stakeholders and  community groups who 

have an interest or responsibility in  those fields. 



 • Live Grey captures some of the key areas that influence 

living standards and quality of life in Grey County. 

• These areas are important to consider when looking to 

ensure residents feel included, healthy, culturally 

interested, and supported by their community. 

• Live Grey has been divided into four subthemes; 

1. Healthy Communities, 

2. Community Inclusion, 

3. Housing, and 

4. Culture. 



  

   

  

 

  

  

  

• Ensure policies include accessibility measures to accommodate 

youth, aging populations and all other members of the public. 

• Include descriptive measures and procedures for informing and 

obtaining views of the public on official plan amendments, zoning 

by-laws, plans of subdivision and consents. 

• Update affordable housing policies to enable the use of 

inclusionary zoning at the municipal level once detailed 

regulations have been released by the Province. 

• Ensure policies preserve the agricultural/rural character of Grey 

County. Include more direction on how to designate rural heritage 

areas and/or countryside landscapes as conservation districts 

and/or defined cultural heritage landscapes. 



 

 

 

 

• Cultivate Grey considers the rural and agricultural areas 

outside of our towns, cities, and villages. 

• These areas make up the bulk of the land in Grey County 

and a significant portion of our economy, including farming, 

associated businesses, and resource production. 

• Cultivate Grey has been divided into four subthemes; 

1. Protection of Farmland, 

2. Food and Local Food Production, 

3. Growing the Rural Economy, and 

4. Resource Development. 



 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

• Map Agricultural, Special Agriculture, and Rural lands. 

• Provide policies for new farm lot creation in the Agricultural, Special 

Agriculture, and Rural designations to minimize future land use 

conflict, and maximize resource production. 

• Ensure planning policies consider the entire food system, including 

supportive uses and infrastructure. 

• Support agri-tourism as an educational linkage between farming and 

urban residents. 

• Provide policies that support the development of agricultural 

community improvement plans. 

• Provide more education on resource extraction as it relates to 

potential land use conflict. 



  

 

 

• Develop Grey focuses on our settlement areas including 

cities, towns, villages, and areas along the shoreline or ski 

hills. 

• In order to preserve our natural environment, we try to 

focus much of our growth into our settlement areas. 

• Develop Grey has been divided into four subthemes; 

1. Economic Development, 

2. Employment, 

3. Downtowns, and 

4. Growth. 



  

 

 

• The Growth Management Study recommended that the County should 

continue to monitor on-farm small scale industrial and commercial 

uses. 

• Have supporting policies to promote agri-tourism and policies that 

promote the importance of the local food system. 

• Ensure there is sufficient land designated and available to 

accommodate an appropriate range and mix of employment 

opportunities. 

• Continue to support downtown revitalization projects. 

• The County should continue to monitor and maintain an updated land 

budget going forward to ensure an adequate supply over the long term. 



    

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

  

• Move Grey considers how we move people, goods, information, 

and services into, out of and through the County. 

• Movement can be a challenge in our large and diverse County. 

• Transportation, services, and technology is critical to support the 

needs of our residents, tourists, and businesses in order to grow 

and thrive. 

• Sub-themes under the Move Grey theme: 

1. Transportation via air, boat, car, truck or public transit 

2. Active transportation including by foot, bicycle, skis, snowshoe 

or other means 

3. Servicing including water, sewers, landfills, and utilities 

4. Information and technology needs including the County’s 

broadband network 



 

 

  

  
 

 

 

• Need to provide more opportunities for active transportation. 

• Making our communities more walkable and accessible for all 

• Increased demand for cycling infrastructure. 

• Encourage growth and development along existing or future 
transit corridors. 

• Policies that support different transportation options and how 
these can be connected as an overall transportation system. 

• Support new development using municipal water and sewer 
systems where possible. 

• Research policy considerations related to broadband , 
autonomous / driverless cars, and drones. 



    

 

 

 

 

• Natural Grey focuses on the environment. Grey 

County needs to be supportive of not just our people, 

but of our plant and wildlife species as well. 

• Natural Grey has been divided into four subthemes; 

1. Tourism and recreation, 

2. Protection of environmental features and systems, 

3. Climate Change preparedness, and 

4. Parks. 



 

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

• Policies may explore emerging issues in tourism and recreation 

including the shared economy (i.e. Air BnB), new or emerging 

recreational activities, agri-toursim (see Cultivate Grey) and adventure 

sports. 

• Include policies that encourage the minimization of adverse impacts to 

the natural environment. 

• Include policies that support municipalities with parkland dedication 

and or cash in lieu of parkland. 

• Incorporate the findings of the Natural Heritage Systems Study, as 

appropriate. 

• Include policies that support a reduction in greenhouse gas emission 

and adaptation to climate change. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

Beyond the scope of Planning, we received the following comments. 

Miscellaneous 

-Love the County nothing needs to change 

-Suggestions for improvements to the planning process 

-Concerns over the County logo or County signage 

-Need better attitudes towards, and treatment of youth 

-Comments on other municipalities or municipal programs outside of 

Grey 

-Niagara Escarpment Commision should disband 

-Plain language is important 





 
 

Stay connected with Recolour Grey as the process 
continues. 

Check our website regularly at 
www.grey.ca/recolourgrey, 

Follow @RecolourGrey on Twitter, 
and like Recolour Grey on Facebook. 

http://www.grey.ca/recolourgrey


 

   

 

  
 

Questions to consider: 

◦ What policies are working? What policies are not 
working? 

◦ What policies should be considered to build on 
and support the assets in Grey County? 

◦ What should be included in the Official Plan today 
to address the needs of the community now and 
into the future? 

◦ Do we have the right policy considerations?  What 
else should we consider? 



 

 

Recolour Grey Workshops 
Grey County and the local municipalities
are seeking input on Recolour Grey, the 
Grey County Official Plan update. 
Join us at an upcoming
workshop in your municipality. 
We will include an overview 
of Recolour Grey and dive
deeper into policy discussions
and recommendations. 

Date Municipality Location 
August 28, 2017 
6:30 p.m. 

Southgate Frank Macintyre Building 
220 Owen Sound Street, Dundalk 

August 31, 2017 
6:30 p.m. 

Grey Highlands Markdale Arena (upstairs) 
75 Walker Street, Markdale 

September 12, 2017 
6:30 p.m. 

West Grey Durham Arena 
451 Saddler Street West, Durham 

September 13, 2017 
5:00 p.m. 

Georgian Bluffs Georgian Bluffs Council Chambers 
177964 Grey County Rd 18, Owen Sound 
Followed by a regular Council Meeting 

September 18, 2017 
5:00 p.m. 

Hanover Hanover Council Chambers 
341 10th Street, Hanover 
Followed by a regular Council Meeting 

September 19, 2017 
6:30 p.m. 

Owen Sound Bayshore Community Centre 
1900 3rd Avenue East, Owen Sound 
Christie Hare Room 

September 21, 2017 
5:00 p.m. 

Town of The Blue 
Mountains 

Town of The Blue Mountains 
Municipal Office 32 Mill Street, Thornbury 

September 26, 2017 
6:30 p.m. 

Municipality of Meaford Meaford Fire Hall 
81 Stewart Street, Meaford 

September 27, 2017 
1:30 p.m. 

Chatsworth Chatsworth Council Chambers 
316837 Highway 6, Chatsworth 

How can I submit comments or share my opinion? 
Can’t make it to one of the public workshops? Submit your comments by mail, email or phone: 

Mail: Grey County Planning Department Email: recolour@grey.ca 
595 9th Avenue East Online: www.grey.ca/recolourgrey Owen Sound, ON N4K 3E3 

Phone: 519-372-0219 ext.1296 

https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Frank+Macintyre+Building/@44.1715505,-80.3929112,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x882a4642fef95d97:0xc7f4253f7cd9da74!8m2!3d44.1715467!4d-80.3907225?hl=en&mc_cid=e48b0c7cd8&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Durham+Arena/@44.1735629,-80.8267217,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x882987e507b9ff8b:0xeef30b2e76c9e767!8m2!3d44.1735591!4d-80.824533?hl=en&mc_cid=e48b0c7cd8&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/177964+Grey+County+Rd+18,+Owen+Sound,+ON+N4K+5N7/@44.5547638,-80.9926267,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8829e4b4666f337f:0x5377e104144f29fa!8m2!3d44.55476!4d-80.990438?hl=en&mc_cid=e48b0c7cd8&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Hanover+(Town+of)/@44.1519373,-81.0274842,17z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sHanover+Council+Chambers!3m4!1s0x88299b06655fc9cf:0x424b8563d4ebd522!8m2!3d44.152198!4d-81.025704?hl=en&mc_cid=e48b0c7cd8&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Harry+Lumley+Bayshore+Community+Centre/@44.5798803,-80.936687,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8829fc667a4f0a49:0xa9a03d0b73692f0e!8m2!3d44.5798765!4d-80.9344983?hl=en&mc_cid=e48b0c7cd8&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Blue+Mountains+Town+Hall/@44.5577955,-80.4599819,16z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sThornbury+Town+Hall+!3m4!1s0x882a74d5c2d25f31:0x9bc1593adcfd41f4!8m2!3d44.5616921!4d-80.4499447?hl=en&mc_cid=e48b0c7cd8&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Meaford+and+District+Fire+Department/@44.6153538,-80.6069857,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4d2b4d3487ba5d7b:0x880eb14ba586b988!8m2!3d44.61535!4d-80.604797?hl=en
http://grey.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7da83ea76ead05ca2abe94850&id=29724039c4&e=49c50ea77b
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Markdale+Public+Arena/@44.3203668,-80.6503777,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x882a18096e30fcd9:0x629789c5fac315a7!8m2!3d44.320363!4d-80.648189?hl=en&mc_cid=e48b0c7cd8&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d
www.grey.ca/recolourgrey
mailto:recolour@grey.ca
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