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Agenda 
Community Recovery Task Force 
 

Meeting Date: December 16, 2020 
Meeting Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Location: Microsoft Teams Meeting 
Prepared by: Sarah Merrifield, Executive Assistant Committees of Council 

A. Call to Order 

 Task Force Member Attendance 

 Approval of Agenda 

Recommended (Move, second) 

THAT the Agenda of December 16, 2020 be approved as circulated, including any 
additions to the Agenda. 

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and general nature thereof 
NOTE: In accordance with the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act and the Town Procedural 
By-law 2019-56, Community Recovery Task Force members must file a written 
statement of the interest and its general nature with the Clerk for inclusion on the 
Registry. 

B. Staff Reports and Deputations 

B.1 Deputations, if any 

None 

B.2 Staff Reports, if any 

None 

C. Matters for Discussion 

C.1 Mandatory Mask By-law – Mayor Soever 

C.2 COVID-19 Update – Mayor Soever 

C.3 “Give the Gift of Blue” Update – Manager of Communications and Economic 
Development Tim Hendry 
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C.4 Christmas Dinner and Video Sub-Committee Update – Councillor Bordignon and 
Councillor Sampson 

C.5 Updates from Task Force Advisory Participants 

D. Correspondence 

None 

E. New and Unfinished Business 

E.1 Additions to the Agenda 

E.2 Items Identified for Discussion at the Next Meeting 

F. Notice of Meeting Dates 

January 6, 2020 

G. Adjournment 

Recommended (Move, second) 

THAT the Community Recovery Task Force does now adjourn at (TIME) a.m. to meet 
again at the call of the Chair. 



COVID UPDATE 

 

Private gatherings to blame for 
recent COVID spike in Grey, says 
health unit 
“It is on every one of us to ensure that transmission doesn’t happen through us, or in a 
setting that we can control.” - Dr. Ian Arra, medical officer of health for the Grey Bruce 
Health Unit 

about 5 hours ago By: Jennifer Golletz 
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https://www.collingwoodtoday.ca/writers/jennifer%20golletz
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Private parties are the main culprit behind the recent increase in COVID-19 cases in Grey 
County, according to the Medical Officer of Health (MOH) for Grey Bruce Health Unit 
(GBHU). 

“We have seen that the majority of recent cases have come from private settings – parties 
with family and friends – this is where the transmission is happening,” said Dr. Ian Arra, 
MOH for GBHU.  

According to Arra, even the cases that have been identified in various workplaces in the 
region were traced back to a private setting, a private party, or a private gathering. 

"If we step back and look at the stats in Grey and Bruce, we're seeing people coming over 
from other areas for work, we're seeing people coming sometimes to spend the weekend, 
and we're seeing people who are coming to visit people, their friends, their family. Out of 
these three categories, in general, it's only the third one, the visits to family and friends 
where people are fatigued or lowering their guard, that's where the transmission is 
happening," Arra said. 

And, despite the common notion that COVID-19 cases are being brought to the region from 
others travelling from high-risk areas, Arra encourages members of the public to stay 
focused on their own environments and interactions.  

https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/?utm_source=collingwoodtoday.ca&utm_campaign=collingwoodtoday.ca&utm_medium=referral


“It's easy to say, let's restrict travel from other areas and that's going to keep us safe. Well, 
as long as each one of us is taking care of our own setting, our own person, our own 
business - whether people come from a different area or not - it's not as important,” he said, 
noting that GBHU continues to discourage travel to or from other high-risk regions.  

Currently GBHU remains the Public Health Classification Level of yellow or protect. 

And, while other regions have recently moved into increased restrictions, Arra says GBHU 
might be heading in the other direction.  

“If the public continues doing what they're doing, being engaged and concerned, I suspect 
we're going to be at the green level in a week or two,” Arra stated.  

According to Arra, the region saw an increase in COVID-19 cases over the past six weeks, 
but notes there has been a positive shift in recent weeks.  

“We've seen a change in attitude, the types of questions we receive and the concerned 
engagement from the public. That really leads to change in behaviour and change in 
numbers,” he said. “Over the past 10 days, I would say the numbers have not increased, 
but rather slightly decreased.” 

As of Dec. 14, the GBHU has had a total of 402 COVID-19 cases, with 350 recovered and 
20 cases referred to other health units.  

Currently the region has 32 active cases and 208 high-risk contacts associated with those 
active cases. 

As we move further into the holiday season, Arra urges the public to remain vigilant.  

“It is on every one of us to ensure that transmission doesn’t happen through us, or in a 
setting that we can control,” Arra said. “Traditionally this is the time for family and friends. 
But, I would urge all of us to try to celebrate the days and weeks ahead with our immediate 
household. Let's sacrifice this year to be able to celebrate next year and years to come.” 

Lab-confirmed COVID-19 cases in Grey County include - Owen Sound (72); Southgate 
(63); Grey Highlands (52); West Grey (23); Meaford (15); Blue Mountains (20); Hanover 
(16); Georgian Bluffs (2); Chatsworth (2).  

 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-response-framework-keeping-ontario-safe-and-open#levels?utm_source=collingwoodtoday.ca&utm_campaign=collingwoodtoday.ca&utm_medium=referral
https://www.collingwoodtoday.ca/coronavirus-covid-19-local-news/simcoe-muskoka-in-provinces-red-zone-now-3176707
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