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Minutes 
Community Recovery Task Force 
 

Meeting Date: June 16, 2021 
Meeting Time: 11:00 a.m. 
Location: Microsoft Teams Meeting 
Prepared by: Kyra Dunlop, Administrative Assistant Committees of Council 

A. Call to Order 

Mayor Soever called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m. with Councillor Bordignon and 
Councillor Sampson present. 

Advisory participants present were Dr. Sabrina Saunders, Tim Newton, Shawn McKinlay, 
Carolyn Letourneau, Cathy Innes, Pam McDermid, Reverend Dr. Grayhame Bowcott, 
Melissa Twist and Rob Cederberg. Town staff present were Chief Administrative Officer 
Shawn Everitt, Director of Finance and IT Services/Treasurer Ruth Prince, and Director of 
Community Services Ryan Gibbons.  

Regrets were sent by advisory participants Gillian Fairley, Andrew Siegwart, Sarah Filion, 
Derek Hammond, Tom Kennedy, Tony Poole, Diane Anderson, Paul Pinchbeck and Rob 
Thorburn Sr. Town staff unable to attend were Director of Operations Shawn Carey, 
Manager of Communications and Economic Development Tim Hendry and Executive 
Assistant Committees of Council Sarah Merrifield.  

 Task Force Member Attendance 

 Approval of Agenda 

Moved by: Councillor Sampson Seconded by: Councillor Bordignon 

THAT the Agenda of June 16, 2021 be approved as circulated, including any additions to 
the Agenda, Carried. 

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and general nature thereof 

NOTE: In accordance with the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act and the Town Procedural 
By-law 2019-56, Community Recovery Task Force members must file a written 
statement of the interest and its general nature with the Clerk for inclusion on the 
Registry. 

None 

  



Community Recovery Task Force -2- May 26, 2021 

B. Staff Reports and Deputations 

B.1 Deputations, if any 

None 

B.2 Staff Reports, if any 

None 

C. Matters for Discussion 

C.1 Phase 1 Re-opening 

 No comments were provided.  

C.2 COVID-19 Update and Grey Bruce Vaccination Update – Mayor Alar Soever 

• Grey/Bruce Vaccination Update 
• Progress 
• Seniors’ Experience and Feedback 

 Mayor Soever noted that the individuals who received their first dose 
vaccination at the Beaver Valley Community Centre needed to get their second 
dose within 16 weeks, and that clinics were being organized to provide the 
doses. Mayor Soever noted that the Town would be received 420 doses by the 
end of June 2021.  

 The pharmacy waitlist for the first dose vaccine was approximately 500 people, 
and the waitlist for the second dose was approximately 500-600 people. Mayor 
Soever noted that the waitlist numbers were likely larger than the actual number 
of people waiting to be vaccinated. 

 Cases in Ontario have decreased. 
 Grey Bruce has had a case where a rooming house in Hanover resulted in an 

number of individuals becoming infected, and that the Grey Bruce Health Unit 
advised that the delta variant was present. Mayor Soever noted that the delta 
variant is more transmissible and that it is important for people to receive their 
second vaccination as soon as possible.  

 Pamela McDermid noted that the waitlist for seniors was very helpful. Pamela 
noted that a number of seniors have been raising the concern of the difficulty of 
receiving physician care in the Town and in Grey Bruce County. Pamela noted 
that many seniors feel reliant on the emergency care department and that they 
feel they do not receive consistent primary care from a physician.  

• Councillor Sampson advised that the Joint Municipal Physician 
Recruitment and Retention Committee (“JMPRR”) was working on 
this issue and noted that the funding and recruitment process was 
complex and the issues were multi-pronged. 
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C.3 Updates from Task Force Advisory Participants 

Reverend Dr. Grayhame Bowcott 

• The number of weekly senior meals decreased by 25%, which is a reduction of 10 
meals per week. 

• Meal programs will continue to the end of July, and then restart at the beginning of the 
school year  

• During the break, the program will purchase local frozen and pre-prepared meals to 
provide to those who use the program.  

• 100 meals are being provided each week for school programs.  

Director of Community Services Ryan Gibbons joined the meeting at 11:10 a.m. 

Shawn McKinlay for Sarah Filion 

• Clarksburg businesses are happy to be open for businesses 
• Visitors are respectful of the protocols in place for COVID-19 safety 
• Visitclarksburg.ca was well received. 

When are portable washrooms in place? 

• Ryan noted that an additional public toilet would be installed in downtown 
Thornbury and that he would follow-up regarding the installation of a portable 
washroom in Clarksburg.  

Tim Newton 

• Digital Service Program had submitted a final report for a funding request to run the 
program until the end of 2021. The program would be available to bricks and mortar 
businesses and home-based registered businesses to help enhance their online 
presence.  

• Digital Marketing Bootcamp was at full capacity for the first session, and the Small 
Business Enterprise Centre would attempt to run a second bootcamp. 

• Booster Shot Program 
o An opportunity for local businesses to network and discuss challenges 

and solutions.  
o Tim advised the next meeting would be held on June 24 and July 15. 

• Small Business Enterprise Centre had received funding from the Ministry of 
Economic Development for virtual advisory supports. The funding will be used to 
provide professional service support for South Georgian Bay Tourism clients to 
receive free advice from lawyers, accountants and other professionals.  

Carolyn Letourneau 

• The Beaver Valley Outreach Centre would be conducting a soft-opening and pop-up 
to highlight sporting goods.  

• Emergency services, including the food cubby and rent arrears support, were busier 
than usual  
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• Beaver Valley Outreach had received Canada Summer Jobs funding to hire 2 staff 
members, and that BVO would be looking to fill those spots with a Day Camp 
Counselor and a youth to help empty the bins.  

C.4 Follow-up Direction from Council 

Mayor Soever read the motion noted below. 

The following Direction provided by Council May 31, 2021. 

THAT, in accordance with the May 26, 2021 Community Recovery Task Force 
recommendation, Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains directs Mayor Soever to 
approach Dr. Ian Arra of Grey Bruce Health Unit to request vaccine supply for the 
purpose of hosting drive through vaccine clinics in The Blue Mountains for eligible 
seniors as soon as additional vaccines become available, CARRIED.  

D. Correspondence 

D.1 The Town of Fort Erie 

 Re: Support of TBM Resolution Re-Opening Strategy 

D.2 Premier Ford 

 Re: Response to TBM Letter Re-Opening Strategy 

Mayor Soever thanked staff and members for their assistance in creation of the letter 
sent to Premier Ford. 

E. New and Unfinished Business 

E.1 Additions to the Agenda 

 None 

E.2 Items Identified for Discussion at the Next Meeting 

• Provincial Stage 2 Re-opening and impact on business community 
• Shop Local Campaign -Tim Hendry (verbal) 
• Lobsterfest Update – Councillor Bordignon 

F. Notice of Meeting Dates 

It was recommended that the Large Task Force meet during the week that the provincial 
Phase 2 re-opening plan is released and that the Small Task Force meet the previous 
week. 

G. Adjournment 

Moved by: Councillor Sampson Seconded by: Councillor Bordignon 

THAT the Community Recovery Task Force does now adjourn at 11:41 a.m. to meet 
again at the call of the Chair, Carried. 
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