
Agenda 
Rural Access to Broadband Internet Technology 
(RABIT) Task Force 

Meeting Date: April 6, 2022 
Meeting Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Location: Microsoft Teams Meeting 
Prepared by Kyra Dunlop, Acting Executive Assistant Committees of Council 

A. Call to Order 
 Task Force Member Attendance 

 Additions to the Agenda 

Councillor Bill Abbotts was appointed on March 28, 2022 to fill the Councillor Vacancy 
on the RABIT Task Force. 

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and general nature thereof 
NOTE: In accordance with the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act and the Town Procedural 
By-law 2021-76, Rural Access to Broadband Internet Technology (RABIT) Task Force 
members must file a written statement of the interest and its general nature with the 
Clerk for inclusion on the Registry. 

 Review of Minutes (February 17, 2022) 

Recommended(Move, second) 
THAT the minutes of February 17, 2022 be approved as circulated, including any 
revisions to be made.   

B. Staff Reports and Deputations 

B.1 Deputations, if any 

None 

B.2 Staff reports, if any 

None 

  



C. Matters for Discussion 
C.1 Accelerated High Speed Internet Program Request for Proposal Update 

C.2. Ontario One Call Locates 

C.3 Action Item Tracking  
• Installation guidelines for conduit in The Blue Mountains Road Allowance 

(“Variation Agreement”) 
 Engineering Standards update that contemplates appropriate conduit 

installation in full reconstruction projects and capital projects will be 
brought forward to Council for consideration in early 2022. 

• Conduit Installation in Developments 
• R2B2 and The Town of The Blue Mountains 

 No project funding has been identified through the budget at this time. 
 Infrastructure Ontario Broadband Guidelines Update 

D. Correspondence 
D.1 Remarks to the Standing Committee on General Government on Bill 93 

 For Task Force information. 

D.2 Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure Re: Introduction of Getting Ontario Connect 
Act, 2022 

 For Task Force information. 

D.3 Letter to Hon. Minister Surma Re AHSIP, March 10 2022 

 For Task Force information. 

D.4 Letter to Rogers Communications Canada Inc. Re Qualified AHSIP Participants  

 For Task Force information. 

E. New and Unfinished Business 

F.1 Additions to the Agenda 

F.2 Items Identified for Discussion at Next Meeting 

F. Upcoming Meeting Dates 

June 13, 2022 9:00 a.m. 
 Town Hall, Council Chambers (virtually) 

G. Adjournment 

Time of adjournment 



Minutes 
Rural Access to Broadband Internet Technology 
(RABIT) Task Force 

Meeting Date: February 17, 2022 
Meeting Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Location: Microsoft Teams Meeting 
Prepared by Kyra Dunlop, Acting Executive Assistant Committees of Council 

A. Call to Order

Mayor Soever called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with Councillor Sampson present. 

Town staff present were Chief Administrative Officer Shawn Everitt and Director of 
Operations Shawn Carey.  

 Task Force Member Attendance

 Additions to the Agenda

None

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and general nature thereof

NOTE: In accordance with the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act and the Town Procedural
By-law 2021-76, Rural Access to Broadband Internet Technology (RABIT) Task Force
members must file a written statement of the interest and its general nature with the
Clerk for inclusion on the Registry.

None

 Review of Minutes (December 15, 2021)

Minutes reviewed and deemed sufficient.

B. Staff Reports and Deputations

B.1 Deputations, if any

Note 

B.2 Staff reports, if any

None 

DRAFT ONLY



C. Closed Session 

THAT with regard to subsection 239 of the Municipal Act, 2001, this Task Force does 
now move into closed session in order to address matters pertaining to information 
explicitly supplied in confidence to the municipality or local board by Canada, a province 
or territory, or a Crown agency of any of them, and with regard to the accelerated high 
speed internet program. 

The Task Force moved into closed session at 9:02 a.m. 

The Task Force moved into open session at 9:16 a.m. 

C.1 Closed Session Reporting Out Statement 

Mayor Soever reported out of Closed Session noting that the Task Force met and 
gave direction to staff regarding the Accelerated High Speed Internet Program.  

D. Matters for Discussion 
D.1. Infrastructure Ontario Broadband Guidelines Re Building Broadband Faster in Ontario 

Update – Director of Operations Shawn Carey (verbal) 

Director of Operations Shawn Carey provided an overview of the Infrastructure Ontario 
Broadband Guidelines and noted that staff were conducting a review of the provincial 
direction. More information from the province was expected by the end of the year 
regarding regulations and the Broadband One Window (BOW), an online platform that 
provided Internet Service Providers to connect regarding installation of fibre. 

Councillor Sampson asked if there was consultation regarding the provincial regulations 
and Director Carey noted that the regulations were still in development. Staff had met 
with the Ministry of Infrastructure and offered assistance regarding regulation 
development, and that no consultation had taken place yet.  

D.2. Ministry of Infrastructure Virtual Information Session about Ontario Connect 

Mayor Soever noted he had attended the Virtual Information Session and that there had 
since been a list of 51 qualified providers available on the Ontario Connect Website. 

D.3  Action Item Tracking  
• Installation guidelines for conduit in The Blue Mountains Road Allowance 

(“Variation Agreement”) 
• Engineering Standards update that contemplates appropriate conduit 

installation in full reconstruction projects and capital projects will be 
brought forward to Council for consideration in early 2022. 

• A workshop would be scheduled for Council 
• Conduit Installation in Developments 

• Staff continued to work with Grey County on preparing a Dig Once policy 
• Conduit installation would be part of the Engineering Standards update. 

• Eh!Tel and GBTel Re: AHSIP 
• No updates available.  

  



• R2B2 and The Town of The Blue Mountains 
• No project funding has been identified through the budget at this time. If 

future funding was identified R2B2 and the Town would work together 
on developing a program. 

Director Carey left the meeting at 9:31 a.m. 

Moved: Councillor Sampson  Seconded: Mayor Soever 

THAT the Rural Access to Broadband Internet Technology RABIT Task Force requests 
that Council renew the CIRA Internet Performance Test with Grant Street with funds 
allocated from the RABIT Task Force budget. 

Yay (2): Councillor Sampson, Mayor Soever 

The motion is Carried (2 to 0) 

E. Correspondence 
E.1. Teresa Olsen, Norfolk County Clerk Re: County Broadband Project Inquiry 

Mayor Soever provided an overview of the correspondence and asked if feed for 
broadband were considered as part of the Community Improvement Plan (CIP) or Local 
Improvement Charges. Chief Administrative Officer Shawn Everitt noted that the Town 
had not included broadband fees into CIP’s or Local Improvement Charges and that staff 
were looking at that option.  

F. New and Unfinished Business 

F.1 Additions to the Agenda 

F.2 Items Identified for Discussion at Next Meeting 

• Action Item Tracking 
• Accelerated High Speed Internet Program (AHSIP) RFP Update 

G. Upcoming Meeting Dates 

At the call of the Chair 
 Town Hall, Council Chambers (virtually) 

 The Task Force noted that they would meet every 2 months. 

H. Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:39 a.m. 



 
 
 

Bill 93, The Getting Ontario 
Connected Act, 2022 

AMO’s Remarks to the Standing Committee on General 
Government 
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Remarks by Brian Rosborough, Executive Director, Association of Municipalities of Ontario 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you regarding Bill 93, the Getting Ontario 
Connected Act, 2022. The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) and municipal 
governments place critical importance on internet and cellular connectivity for our residents 
and businesses.  

To illustrate how important, I would like to give you a bit of background. 

Fast and affordable internet and cellular connectivity have long been identified by local 
governments as a priority for economic and social development, and service delivery.  

Municipalities, through AMO, the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) and other 
municipal associations, have called for more investment to extend networks for over a 
decade.  

Seeing slow expansion of these networks, coupled with growing demand of residents and 
local businesses, local governments and local leaders jumped in to fill the gaps. 
Organizations in Eastern Ontario, Western Ontario and the North were created by municipal 
governments to analyze connectivity challenges and provide organizational capacity and 
financial capacity to close those gaps.  

Each of these organizations was developed to serve less populous communities which 
telecommunications industry players and markets found too difficult and costly to connect. 
They, and organizations like them, represent local ingenuity in Ontario’s small communities 
to solve common problems.  

While we applaud these initiatives, we also must acknowledge that they jumped into this 
space because the market could not provide adequate service. They did what municipal 
governments always do: saw a challenge, listened to their residents and businesses, and 
worked hard to fill the gap.  

The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic made everyone aware that these coverage gaps could 
no longer be tolerated. As the world moved on-line by necessity, connectivity became a 
matter of access to work, school, medical services and to social connection, to name a few. 

AMO and ROMA recognized the need to help members solve these challenges. At the onset 
of the pandemic, AMO identified significant investments in broadband coverage as necessary 
for Ontario to come out better than we started. ROMA developed materials and guides to 
help rural municipalities advocate for local solutions. 

As a result, AMO has strongly supported the Province’s broadband and cellular investments. 
Ontario’s $4 billion connectivity investment will have a game-changing effect on underserved 
and unserved communities.  

This funding means guaranteed connectivity by the end of 2025 for our residents and 
businesses that have been left behind.  
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While this investment means municipalities no longer need to front-up funds, they still have 
important work to do advocating for communities and managing access to public property to 
make these projects happen. The Bill in front of you will require municipal approvals within 
ambitious standards. 

AMO understands timely access approvals are necessary to meet program timelines. 
However, as these projects will be built mostly in small, rural, and Northern municipalities, it 
is important to recognize that these communities may find meeting timelines challenging 
due to more limited staff capacity.  

For this reason, AMO is pleased that the Minister of Infrastructure has committed to strike a 
dedicated Technical Assistance Team. While the exact functions and services of the Team are 
still being developed, it should help our small, rural and Northern members to meet their 
responsibilities. 

Underground infrastructure mapping is another challenge that will be important to manage. 
Many municipalities have inherited maps in various formats since the infrastructure was first 
built. Many of these were the responsibility of the municipality.  

Some may have been inherited from the province. Others may have been assumed from 
private developers, if they were provided at all. Whatever the format, municipalities will 
provide whatever data they have to make projects happen, but it is important to recognize 
that not all communities will have information readily available. 

Finally, this legislation helps enable one of the most significant infrastructure builds of the 
21st Century. To ensure public support, Ontarians need transparent information on project 
investments, successful proponents, technology, anticipated speeds and exact areas served. 
We hope the Ministry will make this information available as soon as possible. 

Let me close by saying that AMO fully supports better connectivity. Municipal governments 
have been calling for this investment and doing their part.  

We believe this will be every bit as important to our future prosperity as railways, roadways, 
transit, water systems and other infrastructure continue to be.  

Thank you again. I’m happy to take any questions. 
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> 

From: Minister of Infrastructure < 
Sent: Monday, March 7, 2022 1:59 PM 
To: Minister of Infrastructure < 
Subject: Introduction of Getting Ontario Connected Act, 2022 

Good Afternoon, 

We are committed to keeping municipal partners up-to-date as we continue to work towards full 
broadband connectivity in Ontario by the end of 2025. I appreciated the strong attendance at a 
webinar on broadband that our ministry organized in January of this year. I am pleased to reach 
out to you today, following the update that I provided in November 2021 related to the Building 
Broadband Faster Act Guideline and Statement of Intent. Our government is committed to 
ensuring that all communities across Ontario have access to high-speed internet by committing 
nearly $4 billion in funding-based opportunities for unserved and underserved communities. 

The Government enacted the Building Broadband Faster Act (BBFA) in April 2021 to help 
achieve this goal. This legislation will help remove barriers or delays to broadband project 
construction and support a more streamlined approach to the deployment of high-speed 
broadband infrastructure. 

The Building Broadband Faster Act Guideline (Guideline) was then released in November 2021 
to outline the standards for supporting broadband deployment. This was accompanied by a 
Statement of Intent that provided a roadmap for further legislative, regulatory, and policy tools to 
facilitate this work. 

In line with the Statement of Intent, the government has introduced the Getting Ontario 
Connected Act, 2022 which, if passed, would help achieve our high-speed internet goals by 
reducing construction delays and expediting collaboration among infrastructure owners. 

The legislation, if passed, would amend the BBFA to set required service standards to ensure 
municipalities provide timely responses to right-of-way permit requests. It would also require 
information and data sharing by municipalities, infrastructure owners and other stakeholders 
upon request in relation to designated broadband projects. 

Infrastructure Ontario is concurrently developing an online platform called Broadband One 
Window that would provide municipalities and stakeholders with easy and secure access to 
datasets while helping to manage right of way access applications. 

The legislation, if passed, would also amend the Ontario Underground Infrastructure Notification 
System Act, 2012 to improve the process for locating underground infrastructure while enabling 
construction activities in the province to be completed faster and more efficiently, without 
compromising safety. 

Our government has worked with municipalities and other key stakeholders to communicate the 
impacts these measures would have in advancing broadband projects. Through our 
engagement and tools like the Guideline, which these amendments would strengthen, we are 
confident that our goal of providing high-speed internet access to all homes and businesses in 
Ontario can be achieved by the end of 2025. 

To further support our efforts I would appreciate your feedback on a proposal that we have 
posted on Ontario’s Regulatory Registry related to these amendments, as well as a proposal for 



   
  

   
  

  
   

 
   

  

 
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
  

   
  

  
  

   
  

    
  

 
   

  
  

 
   
 

  
 

 
     

  
  

  
   

   

an administrative penalties framework under the BBFA, which will be developed in the coming 
months. 

My ministry will also be reaching out to your officials to provide them with this update and further 
details on the proposed legislative measures. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and advice to ensure that the people we serve have the 
access they need to participate in the digital world, and to help Ontario recover and grow. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Thomas Staples, Manager of 
Stakeholder Relations and Senior Policy Advisor by email, Thomas.Staples@ontario.ca. 

Yours sincerely, 

The Honourable Kinga Surma 
Minister of Infrastructure 

Bonjour, 

Nous nous engageons à tenir nos partenaires municipaux au courant de l’évolution de nos 
travaux en vue d’assurer la connectivité complète à large bande en Ontario d’ici la fin de 2025. 
Je suis reconnaissante de la forte participation à un webinaire sur Internet à haut débit que 
notre ministère a organisé en janvier. Je suis heureuse de m’adresser à vous aujourd’hui, à la 
suite du point que j’ai fait en novembre 2021 concernant la ligne directrice et la déclaration 
d’intention de la Loi de 2021 sur la réalisation accélérée de projets d’Internet à haut débit. Le 
gouvernement s’est engagé à s’assurer que toutes les collectivités de l’Ontario ont accès à 
Internet haute vitesse en consacrant près de quatre milliards de dollars à des projets financés 
pour les collectivités non et mal servies. 

Le gouvernement a promulgué la Loi de 2021 sur la réalisation accélérée de projets d’Internet à 
haut débit en avril 2021 pour atteindre cet objectif. Cette loi contribuera à éliminer les obstacles, 
à pallier les retards dans l’exécution des projets d’Internet à large bande et à impulser une 
démarche plus rationnelle pour le déploiement de l’infrastructure d’Internet haute vitesse. 

La ligne directrice de la Loi sur la réalisation accélérée de projets d’Internet à haut débit (ligne 
directrice) a ensuite été publiée en novembre 2021 pour décrire les normes de soutien au 
déploiement d’Internet à haut débit. Elle était accompagnée d’une déclaration d’intention 
comprenant une feuille de route en vue d’autres outils législatifs, réglementaires et politiques 
destinés à faciliter ce travail. 

Conformément à la déclaration d’intention, le gouvernement de l’Ontario a présenté la Loi 
de 2022 pour un Ontario connecté qui, si elle est adoptée, permettra d’atteindre ses objectifs en 
matière d’Internet haute vitesse en réduisant les délais de construction et en accélérant la 
collaboration entre les propriétaires d’infrastructures. 

Le projet de loi, s’il est adopté, modifierait la Loi de 2021 sur la réalisation accélérée de projets 
d’Internet à haut débit, établissant les normes de service requises pour que les municipalités 
répondent rapidement aux demandes de permis d’emprise routière. Il exigerait aussi le partage 

mailto:Thomas.Staples@ontario.ca


  
   

 
  

 
 

 
 

   
  

 

 
  

  
    

   
   

   
   

  
  

   

   
    

  
   

  

   
  

 

  

 

 
 

  
   

    
   

  
 

d’informations et de données par les municipalités, les propriétaires d’infrastructures et d’autres 
intervenants, sur demande, relativement à des projets d’Internet à haut débit désignés. 

Infrastructure Ontario crée parallèlement une plateforme en ligne appelée plateforme BOW pour 
les projets d’Internet à haut débit (plateforme BOW) qui permettrait aux municipalités et aux 
intervenants d’accéder facilement et en toute sécurité à des ensembles de données, tout en 
facilitant la gestion des demandes de permis d’emprise routière. 

Le projet de loi, s’il est adopté, modifiera également la Loi de 2012 sur un système d’information 
sur les infrastructures souterraines en Ontario dans le but d’améliorer le processus de 
localisation des infrastructures souterraines, tout en permettant de réaliser les activités de 
construction dans la province plus rapidement et plus efficacement, sans compromettre la 
sécurité. 

Notre gouvernement a collaboré avec les municipalités et d’autres intervenants clés pour 
communiquer les répercussions que ces mesures auraient sur l’avancement des projets 
d’Internet à haut débit. Forts de notre engagement et des outils comme la ligne directrice que 
ces modifications renforceraient, nous sommes convaincus que notre objectif de procurer un 
accès Internet haute vitesse à tous les ménages et entreprises de l’Ontario peut être atteint d’ici 
la fin de 2025. 

Pour appuyer davantage ces efforts, j’apprécierais vos commentaires sur une proposition qui 
sera affichée sous peu dans le Registre ontarien de la réglementation relativement à ces 
modifications, ainsi que sur une proposition pour un cadre de sanctions administratives en vertu 
de la Loi de 2021 sur la réalisation accélérée de projets d’Internet à haut débit, qui sera mise au 
point au cours des prochains mois. 

Mon ministère communiquera aussi avec vos représentants pour leur remettre ce point de 
situation et les tenir au courant d’autres détails concernant les mesures législatives proposées. 

Je vous remercie de votre ferme soutien et de vos conseils pour garantir que les personnes que 
nous servons disposent de l’accès dont elles ont besoin pour participer au monde numérique, et 
pour aider l’Ontario à se rétablir et à se développer. 

Si vous avez des questions, n’hésitez pas à communiquer avec Thomas Staples, chef des 
relations avec les intervenants et conseiller principal en politiques, par courriel, à 
Thomas.Staples@ontario.ca. 

Cordialement, 

L’honorable Kinga Surma 
Ministre de l’Infrastructure 

Confidentiality Warning: This e-mail contains information intended only for the use of the individual 
names above. If you have received this e-mail in error, we would appreciate it if you could advise us 
through the Minister’s website at www.ontario.ca/page/ministry-infrastructure and destroy all copies of this 
message. Thank you. 

www.ontario.ca/page/ministry-infrastructure
mailto:Thomas.Staples@ontario.ca
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Town of The Blue Mountains 
32 Mill Street, Box 310 

THORNBURY, ON    N0H 2P0 
https://www.thebluemountains.ca 

 
OFFICE OF: Mayor Alar Soever 

Email: asoever@thebluemountains.ca 
Phone: 519-599-3131 Ext 400 

 
Sent via E-mail 

March 10, 2022 

Minister of Infrastructure  
 

 
Dear Minister Surma, 

RE: Continued Disregard and Disrespect for Municipalities by your AHSIP Program 

Please advise us who the successful bidder was for AHSIP Block 51.   

The Town of The Blue Mountains continues to be deeply disappointed by the disregard your 
Ministry is showing to municipalities by ignoring us as partners in providing High Speed Internet 
to all parts of the province.  

We have previously expressed our disappointment, most recently at ROMA, that municipalities 
such as ours were frozen out of the pre-qualification process. We stressed our willingness to 
collaborate with whoever was the successful bidder and to be a willing partner in bringing High 
Speed Internet to all parts of our community. We were encouraged at the time by our 
conversation with you, and felt reassured that your Ministry would support this approach.  

Actions, however, speak louder than words. Recently we were surprised to learn that the 
auction for Block 51, which covers our community had been concluded some weeks ago, and 
that unsuccessful applicants have been advised they were not successful. Neither your ministry 
nor the successful bidder have bothered to reach out to us, introduce themselves as the 
successful bidder, and discuss with us how we might collaborate to get the job done. In fact, I 
am advised that as of this morning even your ministry staff is not aware that the auction has 
been concluded. 

Instead of helping forge relationships, your ministry appears to have been busy on the Getting 
Ontario Connected Act, with rules, regulations and punitive administrative monetary penalties 
to enforce the collaboration, which could be best achieved by forging relationships and 
communicating. 

https://www.thebluemountains.ca/
mailto:asoever@thebluemountains.ca
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We fail to understand why your ministry would not make it a requirement that the successful 
bidder contact the affected municipalities, both at the Lower Tier and County levels. Most of 
their work is going to be on municipal property, and I would think that the earlier the 
conversations start, the more smoothly and quickly the projects will advance.  Frankly we are 
disappointed that the AHSIP process did not even require proof by the Proponents of having 
any discussion with municipalities prior to submitting a bid. 

Please advise us who the successful bidder was for Block 51 so we may initiate a collaborative 
process. In commenting on the  Getting Ontario Connected Act, I would also recommend that it 
make mandatory that successful bidders communicate with the municipalities in which they will 
work at an early stage. 

We remain committed to assisting in bringing High Speed Internet to all parts or our 
community. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Mayor Alar Soever 
Town of The Blue Mountains 
 
CC:   Mayor and Council, Town of The Blue Mountains (via email)  
  Shawn Everitt, CAO, Town of The Blue Mountains (via email)  
  Shawn Carey, Director of Operations (via email) 
  RABIT Task Force (via email) 
  Department File – C0248 



   
 

  
  
     

 
 

 
  

  
  

 
 

  
 

  
  

  
   

  
     

 
  

    

     
   

    
 

     
 

  

Town of The Blue Mountains 
32 Mill Street, Box 310 

THORNBURY, ON  N0H 2P0 
https://www.thebluemountains.ca 

OFFICE OF: Mayor Alar Soever 
Email: asoever@thebluemountains.ca 

Phone: 519-599-3131 Ext 400 

Sent via E-mail 

March 7, 2022 

Rogers Communications Canada Inc 
c/o Marnie Miron, Director of Service Expansion and Jodi Parps, Senior Manager of Government 
Relations, Provincial and Municipal 
Email:  

RE: Accelerated High Speed Internet Program 
Dear Ms. Miron and Ms. Parps, 

Congratulations on being successful in your application to qualify for the Accelerated High 
Speed Internet Program (“AHSIP”). 

The Town of The Blue Mountains is the second fastest growing community in Canada. Together 
with most of our neighbouring community of Grey Highlands, The Blue Mountains forms 
Auction Lot #51 of the AHSIP program. We are a relatively wealthy community with above 
average incomes. 

It is these features that would provide a rapidly growing, affluent customer base for any AHSIP 
proponent bidding on Auction Block #51. 

Page 1 of 2 
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