
To improve reliability, safety and service 
consistency, the Town has implemented 
a new fleet management program for all 
Town vehicles.  

Known as Enterprise Fleet Management, or 
Efleet, this new program aims to improve 
the reliability, service and safety of the 
Town’s vehicle fleet, while reducing overall 
costs and emissions. The current fleet of 
54 vehicles owned by the Town includes 
SUVs, light and heavy-duty pick-up trucks, 
fire emergency equipment and snowplows. 
The fleet of vehicles is a depreciating asset 
with a replacement cost of $8.7 million. Of 
the existing fleet, one-third are 10+ years old 
and predate the standardization of several 
essential safety and environmental features.

As any vehicle owner knows, the cost to 
maintain and repair an aging vehicle can 
be significant, with costs increasing with 
age. For the Town, vehicles being repaired 
results in downtime which compromises 
the ability to deliver services across the 
municipality. Vehicle repair costs are also 
unpredictable and fluctuate significantly, 
making budgeting for repairs a challenge.

The Efleet management program being 
adopted by the Town is a short-cycle 
program, meaning vehicles will be 
replaced every two years. This ensures 
the best value, fixed costs, and the ability 
to be nimble and adapt to changing 
technology. The lease-equity program for 
the Town’s fleet is a more cost-effective 
solution as routine maintenance and 
upfitting is managed by approved vendors, 
significantly reducing downtime, with little-
to-no service interruptions. 

In addition, the cost of routine maintenance 
is incorporated into the lease agreement, 
making the cost per unit and budgeting 

more predictable. With the lease-equity 
program, each unit will yield approximately 
$10,000 in savings over a 10-year period 
compared to the current ownership model. 

Additionally, the lease-equity program is a 
safer and more environmentally-sustainable 
solution as it ensures that the entire 
fleet meets or exceeds the most current 
safety and environmental standards. New 
technology prioritizes fuel efficiency with 
features such as anti-idling and automatic 
on/off technology, resulting in lower carbon 
emissions; approximately 12% reduction 
per unit with the most efficient combustible 
engine. The short-cycle program also allows 
for the option to utilize electric vehicles 
 if/when infrastructure supports it.

The current fleet of Town-owned vehicles 
will be sold by Efleet through their national 
network on the Town’s behalf. Proceeds 
generated from these sales will go towards 
the next cycle of Town purchasing.

The new Efleet program will improve the 
level of service across the municipality while 
being fiscally responsible, environmentally 
sustainable and adhering to the highest 
safety standards. Expect to see the new 
vehicles on the roads throughout The Blue 
Mountains in the coming months.
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STAY UP-TO-DATE:

www.thebluemountains.ca/ 
subscribe

Please Recycle  
After Reading

Stay up-to-date on Town news, 
operations, projects and more 
by subscribing to the Town 
Email Newsletter. Never miss 
an update!

To sign up, visit:

STAY CONNECTED:

@townofbluemtns

info@thebluemountains.ca

(519) 599-3131

Town Hall, 32 Mill St.
Thornbury ON, N0H 2P0

www.thebluemountains.ca

Hours of Operation:
Monday to Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Driving Change Towards Improved 
Service, Safety and Sustainability



Message from the CAO
On behalf of the Town, I am pleased to present the June 2022 newsletter. 
Within the newsletter, you will find project updates, information regarding 
the 2022 Municipal Election, and other items related to Town operations.

If you enjoy this newsletter, I encourage you to sign up to receive Town 
emails and the monthly e-newsletter. It’s a great way to stay up-to-date on 
what’s happening in our community. To subscribe, visit:  
www.thebluemountains.ca/subscribe.

With the warm weather here to stay and as we all enjoy the outdoors, I 
would like to remind residents and visitors to pick up after their pets and to 
put the waste into the garbage. Please do not leave waste bags on the side 
of the road or on trails. As a reminder, dogs must be leashed while on public property, which includes all trails and park 
areas. There are two off-leash dog parks in The Blue Mountains, one at Moreau Park in Thornbury and the other at 
Heritage Park in Craigleith, available for off-leash fun.

I would also like to remind residents and visitors that the Town’s paid parking program is in effect. Signage has been 
installed to identify all paid parking locations. Residents can park for free by displaying a valid 2022 Resident Pass or 
by registering their licence plate at Town Hall. For details, please visit the parking page on the Town website.

Thank you for your time and have a great summer! 
 
Shawn Everitt
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Candidate Nomination & Third-Party Registration

Election Update

The Town would like to advise the public that 
candidate nomination packages and third-party 
registration packages are now available for the 2022 
Municipal Election being held on Monday, October 
24, 2022. 

The registration packages can be downloaded from 
the Elections webpage on the Town website and 
paper copies are also available at Town Hall during 
standard business hours. The packages contain all 
the materials needed to register as a candidate for 
the office of Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Councillor, Third 
Party Advertiser or School Board Trustee. Candidate 
nominations and third-party registrations must be 
filed in person at Town Hall with the Town Clerk or 

designate. Appointments are required and can be 
made by emailing the Town Clerk or by calling (519) 
599-3131 ext. 237 or ext. 306. 
 
The candidate nomination period is open from 
Monday, May 2, 2022, at 8:30 a.m. until Friday, 
August 19, 2022 at 2:00 p.m (during business hours). 
The third-party registration period is open from 
Monday, May 2, 2022, at 8:30 a.m. until Friday, 
October 21, 2022, (during business hours). 

For more information on the 2022 Municipal Election, 
please visit: www.thebluemountains.ca/elections.

The Municipal and School Board Elections will be 
held on October 24, 2022. Elections for municipal 
government are held every four years, on the fourth 
Monday of October, and are facilitated by the Town 
Clerk.

Anyone can vote in a municipal election 
who, on the day of the election, is:

If you are not certain whether you qualify as an 
elector, you should contact the Town Clerk.

2022 Municipal Election:

Who Can Vote?

A Canadian citizen

18 years of age or older18+

A resident of the Town, property owner, 
tenant, or the spouse of such personBusiness Owners

Meet your local

www.exploreblue.ca/business
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A reminder to show our 
neighbours respect, patience, 
and an abundance of caution 
on the roads this season.

‘Tis the Season 
for Slow Moving 
Vehicles

As the temperature increases, so 
does agricultural activity in fields 
and on roads throughout the 
community. With over 17,000 acres 
of agricultural land and 119 farms 
in The Blue Mountains, you’ll likely 
notice a higher volume of farm 
vehicles on rural roads throughout 
the Town moving equipment, 
supplies, livestock, and food. Farm 
vehicle traffic is approaching its 
peak and it’s imperative to be 
aware and mindful of driving on 
roads that are commonly used by 
slow-moving vehicles. In light of 
this seasonal shift, the Town would 
like to remind all motorists of safety 
measures that will keep everyone 
safe this season. 

As the height of agriculture 
season nears, farmers are working 
within narrow windows to plant 
and transport their harvest, 
feed, livestock, and equipment. 
Disruptions to an agricultural 
operation due to careless drivers 
are not just dangerous, but costly 
and can have devastating impacts 
on supply chains.

These safety measures are valuable 
not just for motorists, but for all 
users of the road. As an active and 
popular cycling community, The 
Blue Mountains reminds all cyclists 
that rules outlined in the Highway 
Traffic Act apply equally. The mantra 
Share the Road made popular 
throughout the cycling community 
extends to everyone on the roads. 
 
Please be considerate of our 
agricultural neighbours on the 
roads this season, be patient, and 
exercise caution around machinery 
and slow-moving vehicles. 
 
For more information about 
agriculture practices within The  
Blue Mountains, please visit:  
www.thebluemountains.ca/
agriculture.

The Slow Moving Vehicle sign (pictured right) is required by the 
Highway Traffic Act to be displayed on vehicles that are incapable 
of reaching and sustaining speeds of at least 40 kilometres per hour 
on level ground when operated on a highway. Examples of slow-
moving vehicles that you can expect to see on roads throughout the 
Town include farm tractors, farm equipment, trailers, and construction 
equipment.

Did You Know?

Community Campus of Care Update
In January 2022, the Town was 
awarded a provisional allocation 
of 160 long-term care beds by the 
Ministry of Long-Term Care for a 
Community Campus of Care, which 
will be funded, built and operated by 
a successful proponent determined 
by a competitive bidding process. 
The proposed site of the project is 
on Town-owned land at 125 Peel 
Street in Thornbury.
 
On April 29, 2022, the Town 
submitted an application for a 
Minister’s Zoning Order (MZO) to 
the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing outlining the proposed use 
of the lands at 125 Peel Street in 
Thornbury. The MZO detailed the 
Town’s partnership with the Ministry 
of Long-Term Care to develop a 
new 160-bed long-term care facility 
as part of the Community Campus 
of Care project. The purpose of the 
request for the MZO is to accelerate 
the project timeline to allow the Town 
to accomplish its goal of providing a 

Community Campus of Care as soon 
as possible. There is no timeline as 
to when the Town expects to receive 
a decision from the Ministry.
 
As a next step, the Town will be 
issuing a Request-for-Prequalification 
document that will be issued in May 
2022 and will be used to create 
a roster of qualified proponents. 
The timing of the Request-for-
Prequalification process was 
pushed back by two months to May 
2022 from the original schedule to 
allow for appropriate submission 
preparation time, submission 
evaluation time and for appropriate 
time for Council to consider 
submissions to make a thoughtful, 
well-informed decision.
 
Following the Request-for-
Prequalification process, the Town 
will initiate the Request-for-Proposal 
process in August 2022 with bids 
for the Community Campus of Care 
project being received until early 

October 2022. Following the bid 
submissions, the Town will engage 
the public in a detailed public 
engagement process throughout 
October before the final bid award 
is approved by Council in November 
2022. 
 
Pending the approval of the 
MZO, and with construction of 
the Community Campus of Care 
expected to begin in 2023, the Town 
has started the review and planning 
process to provide municipal 
water and sewer services to the 
property. In addition, the Town is 
actively recruiting for a dedicated 
Project Manager position to support 
the Community Campus of Care 
development. 
 
For more information, please visit: 
www.thebluemountains.ca/
campusofcare and subscribe for 
project updates.

Anthony Bauer received the Arts & Culture 
Volunteer Award, presented by Linda Potter. 

Local Volunteers Celebrated at Awards Ceremony
Members of the public, alongside representatives 
of Council, joined together at the Marsh Street 
Centre on Saturday, April 30, 2022, to celebrate 
the achievements of community volunteers at The 
Blue Mountains Volunteer Recognition Awards 
Ceremony.  
 
Nine volunteers received awards for their 
outstanding achievements and contributions to 
arts & culture, sustainability, heritage, sports & 
recreation, and community improvement & well-
being.  
 
The Town would like to thank all volunteers who 
dedicate their time and hard work to enhance the 
Town of The Blue Mountains community. 
 
For a full list of award recipients, please visit: 
www.thebluemountains.ca/volunteerawards.

Be patient! Approach slow-moving 
vehicles slowly and pass with 
caution only once the driver can 
see you

Slow-moving vehicles are not 
required to pull over onto the 
shoulder in order for others to 
pass them - and in fact could be 
dangerous for a large piece of 
equipment

Never pass on the right of a slow-
moving vehicle

A courteous wave or eye contact 
with the operator of the slow-
moving vehicle goes a long way to 
promote safety and respect on the 
roads

Slow Moving Vehicle signs are not 
to be placed on fixed objects that 
can be visible from a road such 
as driveway markers, mailboxes 
etc. It’s also an offence under the 
Highway Traffic Act

Understanding these measures will 
keep everyone on the roads moving 
safely this farming season:
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The Impacts of Inflow & Infiltration

Town Construction Updates
Spring has sprung, and construction 
season is underway on Municipal 
Infrastructure Projects in the Town of 
The Blue Mountains. This season will 
see construction begin on multiple 
large- and small-scale projects which 
will help ensure the safety and 
reliability of the Town’s municipal 
infrastructure for years to come. 
 
1. Bridge 2 & 3 Replacement 
Bridges 2 and 3 were originally 
constructed in the 1930’s and are 
in poor condition with deteriorating 
walls and exposed, rusted steel 
reinforcements. Both structures will 
be replaced with new single-lane 
bridges. 
 
2. Thornbury West Phase  
1A Reconstruction 
This project will see the full 
reconstruction of a portion of 
Thornbury West, including full 
replacement of all municipal services. 

The streets that will be reconstructed 
as part of Phase 1A include Victoria 
Street South (from Arthur Street to 
Alfred Street), Louisa Street West 
(from Elma Street to Beaver Street), 
Beaver Street and 100m of Alice 
Street West, east of Victoria Street 
South. 
 
3. Drake’s Path Wastewater 
Servicing Extension  
Drake’s Path in Craigleith was 
identified within the Town’s Water 
and Wastewater Servicing Extension 
Plan as an urban-designated area 
without full municipal services. This 
project will see the extension of a 
sanitary sewer line from Grey Road 
19 to service the properties on this 
street. 
 
4. Arthur Street West 
Municipal Parking Lot 
The Town is constructing a new 
municipal parking lot to support 

the downtown core of Thornbury. 
The lot will include 52 parking 
spaces, a stormwater management 
system, dark sky-friendly lighting, 
landscaping and capacity for future 
electric vehicle charging stations. 
 
5. Tyrolean Village Watermain 
Replacement and Wastewater 
Servicing 
The first phase of this project 
consists of watermain replacement 
and wastewater servicing on Birch 
View Trail north of Arlberg Crescent. 
This area was identified within 
the Town’s Water and Wastewater 
Servicing Extension Plan as an 
urban-designated area without full 
municipal services.

For more information on Town 
projects, and to subscribe for  
project updates, please visit:  
www.thebluemountains.ca/
current-projects.

The Town’s sewer system is 
comprised of two parts: storm 
sewers and sanitary sewers. 
Inflow and infiltration are the terms 
used when water that should be 
entering the storm sewer system 
makes its way into the sanitary 
sewer. This can happen due 
to damaged sewer pipes, and/
or incorrectly connected sump 
pumps, downspouts, and building 
drains. 
 
How severe is the issue? 
The Craigleith and Thornbury 
Wastewater Treatment Plants 
each treat roughly 3,000,000 
litres of sewage each and every 
day of the year. 
   
On the wettest days of the year, 
where inflow and infiltration is 
most prevalent, the plants take 
in more than 10,500,000 litres of 
additional wastewater per day.  

What is the Town doing about 
inflow and infiltration? 
Finding and reducing inflow and 
infiltration is a high priority for the 
Town as it will reduce sewage 
treatment costs, help extend the life 
of costly infrastructure and maximize 
the capacity for wastewater to move 
through the system.
 
In areas where higher-than-normal 
wastewater flows have been identified, 
the Town will use techniques such as 
sewer cameras, smoke testing, and 
dye testing to pinpoint the sources. 
 
As sources of inflow and infiltration 
are identified, Town staff will work to 
find the best way to correct them. The 
Town will address any issues in the 
sewers that are owned by the Town, 
while homeowners will be responsible 
for correcting issues on their property. 
 
To learn more about inflow and 
infiltration, please visit:  
www.thebluemountains.ca/iandi.

Official Plan Review Phase 1 Survey 
Results Available
A summary of the public survey results for Phase 1 of 
the Official Plan Review are now available on the project 
webpage at www.tbmblueprint.ca. The survey was 
available both online and through paper copies from April 4 
to April 29, 2022, and asked questions regarding the Town’s 
current vision statement, residents’ vision for the Town’s 
future, key themes, goals and objectives, opportunities and 
concerns, neighbourhood design, growth, the environment, 
transportation, and agriculture. In total, 595 responses were 
received and the data gathered will be used to inform the 
next steps of the Official Plan Review process. 
 
Guided by the Official Plan Review Steering Committee, the 
Town has also published a series of background papers to 
help guide the project forward. The papers can be found 
on the project webpage and provide insight into key areas 
including Vision, Guiding Principles, Goals and Objectives, 
Growth Management, Density and Height, and Housing.

In addition, the results of the Thornbury Density & 
Identification study that was completed in 2021 have 
been posted to the project webpage. 

The Steering Committee would like to thank all those 
who took the time to provide feedback to help shape 
the Town’s future through The Blue Print: The Town of 
The Blue Mountains Official Plan Review.

To learn more about the project, please visit:  
www.tbmblueprint.ca or call (519) 599-3131 ext. 248.

What you can do to prevent 
inflow and infiltration 
There are a few things you can do 
to ensure your property doesn’t 
contribute to inflow and infiltration: 

Taking these precautions can help 
safeguard your property and protect 
the environment by reducing the 
likelihood of wastewater spills. 

Ensure your building drain or 
sump pump is not connected to 
the sanitary sewer

Ensure your downspouts flow 
onto your yard, a french drain or 
into a rain barrel 

Clear debris obstructing storm 
sewer grates
 
Participate in inflow and 
infiltration reduction 
projects happening in your 
neighbourhood

To view a list of all active and planned Municipal Infrastructure projects,  
please visit: www.thebluemountains.ca/capitalprojects.
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