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Council Inauguration

At the Inaugural Council Meeting held on Monday, November 21, Mayor 
Andrea Matrosovs, Deputy Mayor Peter Bordignon and Councillors Gail 
Ardiel, Paula Hope, Alex Maxwell, Shawn McKinlay and June Porter 
completed the Oath of Office and were sworn in for the 2022 – 2026 
Council term by Town Clerk Corrina Giles. 

Following the Inauguration, Members of Council will participate in 
orientation and onboarding sessions with the Town and Grey County. 
The sessions will cover various topics related to governance and 
meeting procedures, as well as introductions and overviews provided 
by each Town department related to key priorities, current issues and 
ongoing and planned projects.

The full Council meeting schedule and contact details for each member 
of Council can be found on the Town website by visiting:  
www.thebluemountains.ca/council

The Town of The Blue Mountains officially welcomes 
the 2022-2026 Term of Council.

TOWN HALL HOLIDAY 
CLOSURE:

Please Recycle  
After Reading

STAY CONNECTED:

@townofbluemtns

info@thebluemountains.ca

(519) 599-3131

Town Hall, 32 Mill St.
Thornbury ON, N0H 2P0

www.thebluemountains.ca

Hours of Operation:
Monday to Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

From left to right: Councillor Alex Maxwell, Councillor Gail Ardiel, Councillor 
Paula Hope, Mayor Andrea Matrosovs, Deputy Mayor Peter Bordignon,  
Councillor June Porter, Councillor Shawn McKinlay

2022 - 2026 Council

THE BLUE MOUNTAINS NEWSLETTER 1

@townofbluemtns

Town Hall will be closed for 
the holiday season beginning 
Monday, December 26, 2022, 
and will re-open with regular 
hours on Monday, January 2, 
2023. 
 
All essential services will 
continue to operate throughout 
the holidays.



Meet Tyler Wilkinson, Water 
Operator at the Town of The 
Blue Mountains.

Mayor

New parking restrictions for 
the safety of residents and 
Town staff.

Staff Spotlight

Pretty River Road 
Parking Restrictions
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Councillor Jim UramAndrea Matrosovs
C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  L I F E  O FM E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  M A Y O R

The Town of the Blue Mountains is mourning the loss of Councillor Jim Uram, 
a dedicated member of Council who worked hard to strengthen and improve 
The Blue Mountains community. On October 9, 2022, Councillor Uram passed 
away peacefully with his family by his side. 
 
Councillor Uram was elected in 2018 and worked diligently on a wide variety 
of projects and initiatives throughout the Town. He served as a representative 
on various Town committees including the Official Plan Update Committee, 
Committee of Adjustment, Transportation Committee, Fence Viewers 
Committee and the Code of Conduct Review Committee. He also previously 
served as Councillor for the former Town of Thornbury in the 1990s. 
 
In his professional career, Jim was a Registered Professional Planner with over 
40 years of experience, who worked extensively throughout Grey and Simcoe 
Counties in both municipal and private practice, including for the Township of 
Clearview, the Municipality of Meaford, the former Town of Thornbury, and the 
Town of The Blue Mountains, from March 1999 to May 2005.  
 
The Town of The Blue Mountains benefited greatly from Councillor Uram’s 
contributions, and those who had the privilege of knowing or working 
alongside him will miss him deeply. 
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Explore the Potential 
www.exploreblue.ca

Strategic Projects & Initiatives
Learn more and stay up-to-date on the Town’s strategic projects and initiatives 
by visiting www.thebluemountains.ca/strategic-projects The Development Process

in The Blue Mountains.

From Concept 
to Structures
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It is a great pleasure to greet you in this issue of our quarterly newsletter 
because at this time we begin the next four years with a new Council who are 
all ready to serve the community.

In the last term of Council, we created and updated strategic steps, 
guideposts and plans with measurable timely actions to build a sustainable 
community both now and for future generations. In this new term of Council, 
we will continue to follow these plans and strategies, and report back to the 
community on our progress.

We have bold actions to take together that will balance the socio-cultural, 
environmental, and economic needs of our community in The Blue Mountains 
Future Story.  This is our Integrated Community Sustainability Plan based on 
our previous Sustainable Path then expanded, updated, and defined with 
much community input resulting in specific steps to create a sustainable future 
for our Town. The Plan includes our long-term Vision and Goals, and the 
near-term Big Moves and Bold Actions that will move our community towards 
our desired future. I invite you to explore more about this and our other plans 
on the Strategic Projects & Initiatives page of our website. These plans and 
projects provide us with a framework for decision-making, priority-setting and 
ongoing performance management of our Town of The Blue Mountains.

Enjoy this newsletter as a resource, where you can learn about Town 
initiatives, project updates, and community events. Please reach out to us if 
you have any questions about the information provided in this issue.

I am excited about working with the community, our new Council, and staff in 
the next four years. We are dedicated to meeting the needs of our seniors, our 
workforce, and our children. Together we can create a future for all ages and 
stages of life to live, work and grow in our community. At this time of the year, 
I wish you and your family a safe holiday season and time to spend with those 
you love.
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At the Committee of the Whole 
meeting held on November 1, 2022, 
CAO Shawn Everitt provided Council 
with a staff report and update 
regarding the Community Campus 
of Care Project, located at 125 Peel 
Street in Thornbury. The update 
outlined that the Request for Pre-
Qualification process is completed 
and resulted in one (1) proponent 
being successfully pre-qualified. 
Through this process, the pre-
qualified proponent is now eligible 
to participate in the formal Request-
for-Proposal (RFP) process that will 
be issued in the coming months. The 
update also detailed that the Ministry 
of Long-Term Care has reviewed 
and supported the submission by 
the qualified proponent and will be 
working with the Town to allocate the 

160 Long-Term Care beds following 
the formal RFP process.

In addition, CAO Everitt provided 
an update regarding the Ministerial 
Zoning Order (MZO) request. The 
update indicated that the Province has 
recently introduced a new processing 
stream called the Community 
Infrastructure and Housing Accelerator 
(CIHA), which may be used as the new 
process to facilitate the Community 
Campus of Care Project.

As part of the project update, Council 
supported a recommendation from 
Town staff to enter into negotiations 
with WT Infrastructure for the 
engineering design and contract 
management for the servicing of 
the Community Campus of Care 

property. The scope of work will 
include the engineering design 
and contract management for the 
provision of water and wastewater 
services and upgrades to an urban 
cross-section. The recommendation 
from staff to negotiate directly with 
WT Infrastructure was based on their 
experience and previous work on 
similar projects and, more specifically, 
their ongoing work in the Alice Street 
area in Thornbury as part of the 
Substandard Watermain Replacement 
Project. 

For more information about the 
Community Campus of Care project 
and to read the full staff report, please 
visit: www.thebluemountains.ca/
campusofcare 

New parking restrictions 
have been put in place for 
the safety of the public and 
Town staff.

New Parking 
Restrictions 
on Pretty River 
Road

Staff Spotlight: Tyler Wilkinson

Community Campus of Care Update

A welcoming group of colleagues, the 
opportunity to develop and apply new 
skills, and a healthy work-life balance 
are among the top reasons Tyler 
Wilkinson - a Water Operator at the 
Town of The Blue Mountains - chose 
to join the Town’s Water Department 
earlier this year. 

“From the top down, I’ve been 
welcomed with open arms. The Town 
of The Blue Mountains has a family-
first mentality, and the staff have been 
wonderful,” says Wilkinson. 

Prior to joining the Town, Tyler worked 
as a licensed water operator at 
another municipality where he was 
responsible for water distribution. 
Tyler’s experience and skills in water 
distribution systems drew him to apply 
for the Water Operator job opportunity 
with the Town.

A typical day for Tyler is anything but 
ordinary. He works with the team of 
Water Operators to deliver expert and 

efficient service in response to water 
related service calls throughout the 
Town, including emergency shut offs, 
water quality concerns, fire hydrant 
flushing and infrastructure repairs. 
When not on the road responding to 
calls, Tyler can be found at the Water 
Treatment Plant, working hands-on, 
testing, monitoring, and maintaining 
the equipment.

Tyler and the Town’s team of licensed 
Water Operators work around the 
clock to monitor and maintain the 
Town’s water distribution system 
and infrastructure to ensure that the 
drinking water that we all enjoy is safe 
and clean. The Town operates the 
water system in accordance with the 
Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002 and 
all applicable Ontario Regulations. 
The next time you turn your tap on 
for a cold drink of water, or to have a 
shower, please give thanks to Tyler 
and the hardworking team of Water 
Operators.

With winter weather arriving, the Town 
of The Blue Mountains will begin 
enforcing new roadside parking 
restrictions on town roads identified 
within the Town’s Parking By-law 
2022-49. One specific location to 
note that has been added to the 
Parking By-law this year is Pretty River 
Road. 

With multiple access points to the 
Bruce Trail and the Pretty River Valley 
Provincial Park trail network, Pretty 
River Road is a popular spot for hikers 
and bikers, and has seen an increase 
in traffic over the past few years. 
However, staff have identified that 
the increase in visitation has also led 
to an increase in roadside parking 
which has the potential to cause a 
hazard for vehicles, pedestrians and 
maintenance works including snow 
removal.

To reduce the risk of an accident, 
the Town will be restricting all 
roadside parking on Pretty River 
Road between The Blue Mountains 
- Clearview Townline and the 
Osprey-Blue Mountains Townline. 
Municipal Law Enforcement Officers 
will be actively monitoring and 
enforcing the parking restrictions 
beginning Wednesday, November 
30, 2022. Vehicles found in 
violation may be ticketed or towed. 

To notify and enforce the parking 
restrictions, ‘No Parking’ signs have

been installed along Pretty River 
Road. In addition, signs have been 
installed directing visitors to the 
public parking lot at 635397 Pretty 
River Road. This lot was built by and 
is maintained by the Blue Mountain 
Snow Drifters Snowmobile Club, so 
the Town asks that all visitors use the 
lot with respect to the club’s needs. 

For more information on the Town’s 
parking enforcement, visit:  
www.thebluemountains.ca/parking-
enforcement

Overnight Winter Parking Restrictions
Overnight parking is prohibited on all Town streets from 2:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m.
These restrictions remain in effect until April 1, 2023..
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In each Town newsletter a staff member in the organization will be highlighted to provide a 
glimpse into their roles and responsibilities and how their service impacts the community.

This map shows the area where roadside parking is restricted, along with the 
location of the public parking lot.
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Step 5: Staff Report  
Following the public meeting 
and after public comments 
have been considered by the 
developer/owner, Town staff 
provide a report to Council with 
recommendations on how to 
proceed. The recommendation(s)
by Town staff will be informed by 
the Town’s Official Plan as well as 
a variety of other considerations 
including but not limited to the 
results of the public consultation, 
studies that were required to 
deem the application complete 
and comments received by other 
Town departments and external 
agencies. At this point, Council can 
decide to either approve or deny 
the development application, or if 
they wish, Council can defer their 
decision for any reason such as the 
need for additional information and/
or modifications.

Of important note, Grey County is 
the upper-tier approval authority 
for the Town-wide Official Plan 
and Secondary Plans, Official 

Plan Amendments, Plans of 
Condominium and Plans of 
Subdivision within the Town. In these 
cases, Town Council can only make 
recommendations to Grey County 
Council for consideration.

Step 6: The Appeal Process 
Once a decision has been made, 
either by Town Council or Grey 
County (dependent upon the 
approval authority), there is typically 
a 20-day period following the 
decision to appeal the decision to 
the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). It’s 
important to understand that appeal 
rights vary by application. 

Proposed Planning Act 
Changes
On October 25, 2022, the Province 
of Ontario released Bill 23, which 
proposes a number of significant 
changes to the Planning Act. These 
changes, if approved, will require 
the Town of The Blue Mountains to 
modify the Development Process 
as outlined in this article. Details 
regarding any necessary changes 
will be posted to the Town website.  

Stay Informed: 
The Town strives to communicate 
development plans early and often, and 
the best way to access this information is 
through the following methods:The Development Process in 

The Blue Mountains

From Concept 
to Structures
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When it comes to development in 
the Town of The Blue Mountains, the 
journey from concept to completion 
is one that many are interested in 
and curious about. The focus of this 
article is to help outline the standard 
process that every mid-size or greater 
development application goes 
through.

With many active development 
projects underway, it’s important 
to understand that almost every 
development application is subject 
to review by multiple departments 
and agencies, must meet legislative 
requirements and go through rigorous 
rounds of review and revisions by 
members of the public, stakeholders, 
Council, and Staff before shovels 
break ground. 

Many factors determine the specific 
review process that a development 
application must take, but generally, 
development applications follow a six-
step process:  

Step 1: Pre-Consultation  
A pre-consultation meeting is 
scheduled by the developer/
owner with the Town to review the 
concepts and plans of the proposed 
development project. This is generally 
the first time that Town staff may learn 
about a new project being proposed 
in the community. Depending on the 
property in question and scale of 
development, other agencies may 
be invited to the pre-consultation 
meeting, such as Grey County, 
Niagara Escarpment Commission, or 
the Conservation Authority. During 
the meeting, the merits of the project 
are reviewed, and application 
requirements such as studies 
relating to planning justification, 
preliminary engineering design, and 

environmental impact are identified. At 
the end of the pre-consultation stage, 
the applicant will understand the 
minimum requirements that must be 
met to enable the project to move to 
the next step. In general, for every five 
pre-consultation meetings, only one 
project will proceed to the next step.

Step 2: Submission of a 
Complete Application  
When prepared, the developer/ 
owner submits their application, which 
notifies the Town of their formal intent 
to proceed. Within fifteen days of 
receiving the application, the Town 
will approve or deny the application 
based on the fulfillment of the 
requirements outlined during the pre-
consultation stage. If the application 
is deemed complete, public notice 
will be provided, which can differ 
depending on the type of application 
but may include mailed letters to 
nearby landowners, posting on the 
Town’s website, advertising through 
local newspaper and on-site signage. 
 
Step 3: Detailed Review 
Process  
After the application is deemed 
complete, the Town begins a detailed 
internal review of the submitted 
material, which may also include 
secondary reviews by external 
expertise. Simultaneously, all 

documents and materials related to 
the project are posted to the Planning 
Project page on the Town website, 
where members of the public can 
review the materials. 
 
Step 4: Public Consultation 
During the public consultation stage, 
a public meeting is held (virtually and 
in person) at a Town Council Meeting 
where a summary of the project 
submission is presented by Town 
Staff, followed by a presentation by 
the developer/owner where they 
detail their vision and intent for the 
proposed development application. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the 
public meeting to receive information, 
ask questions or provide comments. 
No decisions or changes are made 
during the public consultation step; 
instead, this process is used to 
receive all public comments to ensure 
that submitted feedback is considered 
and that revisions may be made in 
response, where appropriate. 
 

Visit the Town’s website and explore 
the “Current Projects” section and 
interactive maps, which identify 
all development projects currently 
underway, their status, and documents 
related to the application.

Local Newspapers: Notices of Public 
Meetings and general Town news 
are advertised in both the Blue 
Mountain Review and The Connection 
newspapers.

Subscribe for project-specific updates: 
www.thebluemountains.ca/subscribe

Like & follow the Town on Facebook & 
Twitter: @TownofBlueMtns

Give the Gift of Blue Returns this Holiday Season
Tis’ the season to shop local for a chance to win 
big during the 3rd annual holiday campaign!

The Town of The Blue Mountains is excited to announce the 
return of Give The Gift of Blue for the 3rd year. The campaign 
promotes shopping local during the holiday season and offers 
participants a chance to win four grand prizes valued at over 
$1,000 each. 

Every purchase made in the Town between December 1st 
and January 1st earns an entry for the grand prize draw. 
Submissions can be made online at www.exploreblue.ca/ 
shop-local or ballots can be filled out with purchase information 
and dropped off at contest ballot boxes located throughout 
the community. The 2021 contest period saw over 1,100 total 
entries and generated approximately $110,000 of reported 
retail sales at businesses throughout the community last year. 

For more information, visit: www.exploreblue.ca/shop-local
www.exploreblue.ca/shop-local

Contact the Town: Contact the Planning 
Department using the online form 
www.thebluemountains.ca/contact or 
by calling (519) 599-3131 ext. 263.



Town of The Blue Mountains Town Hall
PO Box 310, 32 Mill Street, Thornbury ON, N0H 2P0

Hours: Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
www.thebluemountains.ca | (519) 599-3131
1-888-258-6867 | info@thebluemountains.ca
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Please Recycle  
After Reading

COMMUNITY EVENTS

DEC

10
Olde Fashioned Christmas
Experience a magical Christmas in Thornbury!  
Visit with Santa, enjoy horse-drawn wagon rides, live 
music and entertainment, fire-roasted chestnuts, festive 
crafts, shopping and more!

For full details: www.thornbury.ca

DEC

1
Give the Gift of Blue
Shop local in The Blue Mountains between December 
1, 2022 and January 1, 2023 for your chance to win big! 
Every purchase earns an entry to win one of four grand 
prizes, each valued at $1,000! Submissions can be 
made online or ballots can be filled out with purchase 
information and dropped off at contest ballot boxes 
located throughout the community.

For full details: www.exploreblue.ca/shop-local

JAN

to

1

NOV

18
Holiday Magic at Blue

For full details: www.bluemountainvillage.ca/holiday-magic

JAN

to

8

By day the Village sparkles with festive décor, holiday 
music and fires to warm by.  Evenings, starting at dusk, 
follow the one kilometer Holiday Light Trail through 
the Village to discover enchanting and interactive light 
displays. You can be the maestro of the lights with your 
songs, sounds and good wishes of the season at the 
Topsicles and Singing Forest. On weekends, enjoy live 
holiday music, street performers, warming stations and 
a horse drawn carriage with Santa roaming the Village. 
Saturday evenings end with fireworks over the Mill Pond 
November 19th – December 24th.


