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May 15, 2026 

Attention: Shawn Postma, MCIP RPP 

Manager of Community Planning – Planning Services 

Town of The Blue Mountains 
32 Mill Street 
Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0 

SLR Project No.: 209.40019 

RE: Home Farm Development 
 

Dear Mr. Postma: 

MacPherson Builders (Blue Mountains) Limited is planning to develop a new phase at the 
northwest portion of the Home Farm subdivision located on Grey Road 19, in the Town of The 
Blue Mountains, Ontario, and has requested SLR Consulting to undertake a desktop review 
regarding natural heritage features sensitivities, mitigation, and protection. The new phase of 
development consists of purpose-built rental townhomes and is located within Block 238 of the 
Draft Approved Plan of Subdivision and is adjacent to the Town-owned lands directly west of the 
proposed residential block. The Town-owned lands are currently being developed with the 
Craigleith Fire Hall (under construction) and a proposed Long-Term Care home to the north of 
the Fire Hall. 

We based our assessment on: 

• Home Farm Environmental Impact Study (referred to as the EIS), January 2016 

• Draft Approved Plan of Subdivision, June 2020 

• Preliminary Concept Plan, May 2026 

The EIS outlines the policy context relevant to the proposed development including: 

• The Provincial Policy Statement; 

• Town of Blue Mountains Official Plan; 

• Town of Blue Mountains Tree Preservation By-Law 2010-68; 

• Ontario Regulation 151/06 – Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to 
Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation (GSCA); 

• Ontario’s Endangered Species Act (2007);  

• Migratory Birds Convention Act (1994);  

• The Niagara Escarpment Plan (1973); and, 

• Fisheries Act (2012). 

A combination of site investigations and existing information indicated some sensitive species 
and features including: a tree species at risk (Butternut), mature forest, groundwater indicators 
and seeps, wetland, area sensitive birds, a bird species of conservation concern, ravine 
features with intermittently flowing drainage features, and the Nipissing Ridge. This list 
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represents a relatively comprehensive list of features; some may not apply to the proposed 
location of the proposed purpose-built rental development and adjacent Town-owned lands. 

An analysis of potential impacts reported in the EIS recommended buffers and setbacks to 
protect sensitive features: 

• Petun Plater-Marten archeological site – 30 m 

• Butternut trees – 15 m 

• Wetlands and watercourses – 30 m 

Based on this review, the proposed concept plan is consistent with the Home Farm 
Environmental Impact Study if the summarized setbacks and buffers are applied. 

 

Statement of Limitations 

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting (Canada) Ltd. (SLR) for MacPherson Builders 
(Client) in accordance with the scope of work and all other terms and conditions of the 
agreement between such parties. SLR acknowledges and agrees that the Client may provide 
this report to government agencies, interest holders, and/or Indigenous communities as part of 
project planning or regulatory approval processes. Copying or distribution of this report, in whole 
or in part, for any other purpose other than as aforementioned is not permitted without the prior 
written consent of SLR. 

Any findings, conclusions, recommendations, or designs provided in this report are based on 
conditions and criteria that existed at the time work was completed and the assumptions and 
qualifications set forth herein. SLR may have used AI in the preparation of this document. 

This report may contain data or information provided by third party sources on which SLR is 
entitled to rely without verification and SLR does not warranty the accuracy of any such data or 
information.  

Nothing in this report constitutes a legal opinion nor does SLR make any representation as to 
compliance with any laws, rules, regulations, or policies established by federal, provincial, 
territorial, or local government bodies, other than as specifically set forth in this report. Revisions 
to legislative or regulatory standards referred to in this report may be expected over time and, 
as a result, modifications to the findings, conclusions, or recommendations may be necessary. 
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Closure 

 

Regards, 

SLR Consulting (Canada) Ltd. 

 

 

Gord Wichert, Ph.D., RP BIO. 
 
Principal Ecologist 
Technical Director, Aquatic Ecology 
gwichert@slrconsulting.com 

 

Attachments:  

Draft Approved Plan of Subdivision, June 2020 

Preliminary Concept Plan, May 2026 

 

mailto:gwichert@slrconsulting.com
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